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at the age of three years. Mr. Blankenburg 
is a nlenlber of the Independent Qrder of 
Odd Fello~vs and is secretary of the Dan- 
vilie Socialer Turn Verein. H e  is a gen- 
tleman of aEable manner, genial and cour- 
teous and is a leading German-American 
citizen of Dan\-ille. 

GEORGE T. ' R-IS: 

There is not!ling in this \\-crltl that \\-ill 
take the place of skill full!- tlirected lal~or and 
this fact X r .  Ray 1x1s realized as he has car- 
ried on his life ~vork. It is to his inclustrl; 
and enterprise that he oil-es his place among 
the progressi\-e and substantial farmers of 
Ross to\\-nship. his home being on section 
30. --ln~ong the honoretl pioneer settlers he 
is .likewise numkeretl for he tlates his resi- 
dence in Verrnilioll county from 1835. The 
family is of Gernlan origin. his great-grand- 
father heing a native of Germany. The 
grandfather, George Ray, was born in U~lion 
county, ~et~nsyl rania .  n-hence he renjoved 
to  Ohio, settling near Circle\-ille. in Picka- 
way county. His son, lo1111 Ray. the father 
of our subject. was born at Buffalo Valley, 
Cnion county. Pennsylvania, and \\-as 
reared to matcre years in Ohio, \\-here he 
fornled the acquaintance ancl married Eliza- 
beth Glover. 1vho was like~vise a native of 
the Keystone state. He turned his atten- 
tion t o  farming. ~vhich he ~~~~~~~ed in Pick- 
away county for a number of years and 
in 1831 he came to Illinois. settling in IVill 
couiltq . \\-here he resided until the spring of 
1832 \\-hen he had to take his family to Fort 
Dearborn on account of an Indian uprising. 
Xfter a short time. hen-ever. he made his 
may south%-ard to Vermilion county, In- 

diana, where Ile continued until the Indian 
troubles were settled. He then removed to 
this county in 1833. entering three hundred 
and twentv acres of land in Ross ton-nship, 
located on sections 29 and 30. H e  a t  once 
began to break this. fenced it and in course 
of time de~eloped a good farm. The entire 
conntrJ- aro~md, too, \\-as an almost un- 
1)roken \\-ilderness and in tnle pioneer style 
ihe ixilil;; lived. There the father spent his' 
remaining (la!-s, passing a11-a~ on the 4th 
of March. 1836 His wife long sun-iveti 
him alid \\-as calletl to her final rest Februaq- 
13, 18%. 111 their family \\-ere three sons 
and three (laughters. hut two of the daugh- 
ters are no\s {leceasetl. Those lii-ing are: 
\i7i!liam G.. \vho resides in -Alvin : John. n-ho 
o\\-ns ant1 operates a part of the old home- 
stead: a17tl Sarah .inn. the 11-ife of Jolln 
Hitcheur. a I~lacksn~ith of -\I\-in. 

Il'hen but a small 110~- George Ray be- 
came a resident of \-errnilion county and on 
the old home farm his l>oyhood clays were 
passed -\rni(l the ~ ~ - i ! t l  scenes of the fron- 
tier he sharetl n-it11 the f a~ l~ i lv  in all the hard- 
ships ant1 trials incitlalt to the establishment 
of a 11o113e amitl pioneer surrounclings and 
11-hen his strength ant1 age I\-ould permit he 
assisterl in the work of clearing and develop- 
ing the farm. .-Is a companion and helpmate 
for life's journey he chose 31iss l l a r y  E. 
Hickman. their \\-erlcling being celebrated in 
Catlin to\vnship. 0ctol)er 29. 1863. the lady 
beiny 3 daughter of Hiram Hickman. a na- 
tive of I<ei~tuck~-, \\-110. \\-hen a snlall boy. 
11-ent to Tennessee and afterlvard to Ohio. 
In t!le latter state he married I tar tha -4. 
Allen and subseqt~etltly they removed to Illi- 
nois. settling in Vermilion county about 
1835. 3Irs. Ray was born in Brown county, 
Ohio. \\-as reared in this county, and pursued 

wetown her education here and in the Geor, 
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high school. For several years prior to her 
marriage she was a successful teacher and is 
a most estimable lady, who has been to her 
husband a faithful companion and helpmate 
on life's journey. They began their domes- 
tic life on a part of the old Ray homestead, 
our subject clearing the land and preparing 
it for the plow. He afterward built a good 
substantial residence, a large barn and made 
man>- important and valuable improvements. 
The home was blessed by the presence of five 
children: Daniel V., who is married and 
has three children, Mary E.. Angelena. and 
George T., and resides in Jamesburg, Illi- 
nois. where he is engaged in the practice 
of medicine; George -A., a lawyer of Ross- 
ville : Frank H., who is married and is living 
in Chicago, having two children. Rnth and 
Paul Keneth ; Benjamin, who is married, has 
one child, Bertha M., and resides with his 
parents; and Charles, who completes the 
family. 

Politically Mr. Ray is a Jeffersonian 
Democrat. who in 1852 voted for Franklin 
Pierce. age having given to him the right of 
franchise for the first time at that election. 
He served for several years as township 
school trustee and also as director and has 
ever been earnestly interested in the ad- 
vancement of the schools and the employ- 
ment of good teachers, believing that edu- 
cation is one of the bulwarks of our nation. 
From pioneer times dou7n to the present 11e 
has been a witness of the substantial clevel- 
opmeilt of Vermilion county. He came 
here when much of the land appeared just 
as it did when nature completed her work. 
I t  was the haunt of deer and other wild ani- 
mals and venison furnished many a meal for 
the early settlers. while wild fowls were fre- 
quently seen on the pioneer board. A num- 
ber of years have passed ere the wild prairie 

grasses had entirely been replaced by the 
fields of waving grain in th,e midst of which 
to-day stand substantial farm houses, nrl~ile 
towns and villages have here and there 
sprung LIP. Mr. Ray's memory forms a 
connecting link between the pioneer past 
and the progressive present and he has many 
interesting incidents to relate of Verrnilioil 
county's history. 

J. P. BAILEY. 

J. P. Bailey, a well known carpenter anc! 
coiltractor of Danville and an honored vet- 
eran of the Civil war, is a native of this 
C O I I D ~ ~ ,  his birth having occurred February 
8. 1842, seven miles southeast of George- 
town on the horseshoe bend of the Little 
Vernilion river. His father, James S. 
Bailey. was born in Chillicot1~e. Ross coun- 
ty. Qhio, and on reaching manhood was 
married in sewport, Indiana, to Miss Orena 
jlTest, a native of Verinilion county. that 
state. who died on the 3d of Novenlber, 
1853. He continued to reside in Newport 
until 1867, when he remol-ed to Sangamon 
county, Illinois, where his death occurred 
December 2;. 1873. his remains being in- 
terred in Bl~lnk cemeteq-. fifteen miles 
southeast of Spring5eld. By trade he was a 
cooper. In religious faith he was a Pres- 
byterian. was also connected with the Mason- 
ic lodge and was a stanch supporter of the 
Republican party. His brother, William 
Bailey. \vas a prominent old settler of Ver- 
milioil county, Indiana, where he served as 
sheriff and county clerk at an early day. 

Our subject is one of a family of three 
chiltlren. hut his brother is deceased. His 
sister. Maq-. is the wife of JVilliam H. 
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Gowdy, of Covington, Indiana. Mr. Bailey 
began his education in the Billings school 
at  the crossroads near his home prior to the 
election of President Pierce, the "temple of 
learning" being a log structure furnished 
~ ~ i t l i  slab seats, and the school was con- 
ducted on the subscription plan. -After the 
removal of the family to Perrj-sville, Indi- 
ana. he attended the public schools at that 
place and iilade his home there until after 
the outbreak of the Civil war. Since the 
death of his mother, when he was eleven 
years of age. he ltas been dependent upon his 
own resources for a livelihood, working on 
a fann the first summer. The following 
winter he carried the mail from Perrysville 
to Georgeton-n and Danville, Illinois, and 
the next summer drove a three-mule team 
on the canal froin Perrysville to Toledo, 
Ohio. During the nest n-inter he drove the 
stage for Teller Brothers from Covington 
to -Ariniesburg, Indiana, and on giving up 
that position he began learning the mill- 

.wright's trade in the construction of the 
old 'IVillianls rnill at  Hillsboro, Indiana. La- 
ter he was en~ployed on the Sntith & Jones 
mill in Fountain county, that state; the 
Kirkpatrick mill at Perrysville and the 
\\-oolen mill at that place. He  helped to 
build the old Korth street church in Dan- 
1-i!le in 1857, and assisted in the erection of 
the seminary at Perrysville in 1839, besides 
a great Inany mills throughout the country. 

During  he dark days of the Rebellion, 
hou-ever. Mr. Bailey laid aside all personal 
interests and offered his services to his 
comitrj-, enlisting at Perrysville. Indiana, 
September g. 1861. in Company D. Thirti- 
eth Indiana Volunteer Infantry under Cap- 
tain Tt-eldon and Colonel I. Bass, of Fort 
It'ayne. His regiment 11-as mustered in at  
Indianapolis and assigned to the -1rnly of 
the Cun~berland. They participated in quite 

a number of skirmishes in Tennessee and 
their first important engagement was the 
battle of Shilolt in 1862. In 1864 the com- 
mand \\-as transferred to the Xrmy of the 
Tennessee and  as with Sherman on his At- 
lanta campaign until the surrender of that 
city, after \~hich they- returned to Nashville 
under the command of General Thomas. 
They nest \\-eitt to Huntsville, Alabama, 
and from there started to Richmond to re- 
lieve the Arnq- of the Potor~ac, but in the 
spring of 186 j \\-ere transferred to S e w  Or- 
leans and from there went to Victoria, Tex- 
as, where Mr. Bailey \\-as mustered out on 
the 23th of Xovember, 1865. H e  was 
wounded in the left side by a minie ball dur- 
i ~ g  the seco~tcl day's fight at  Nashville, De- 
cember 16, 1864. 

Returning honle Mr. Bailey resumed 
\vork at the millnright's trade, which he 
continued to follow until 1890. since which 
time he has devoted his attention to carpen- 
tering and contracting with good success 
and is fo-day one of the leading business 
nlen of Danville, where he has made his 
hoille since 1879. He has erected a great 
many of the elevators in this county besides 
other buildings and ltas always faithfully 
fulfilled his part of every contract. 

On the 2 5th of March, 1865. in Sew- 
port. 'lndiana. 3Ir. &aile)- nmrried Miss 
Frances A. Sea?. u-110 \\-as born in George- 
to\\-n. Illinois, April 26, 184.6. a (laughter 
of Tlloillas -1. Sea?. --Is a child she made 
her home li-itl~ Elishn Kxiney. of George- 
to\~li ,  but \\as later adopted by Dr. Perkins, 
of Eugene. Indiana. -After a short married 
life of iourteen years she died -April 12, 

1879. leal-ing four children. nainelj-: 3Iin- 
nie. the wife of T1~illia.m Buckle!-. oi St. Lou- 
is, BIissouri : John G.. a candy manufacturer 
of that city; 111-illiam TI.. who married Lena 
Miller and resides in Danrille, \\-here he as- 
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sists his father in business; and Maud, ~vife 
of Jerome Maloy, of Perth 14mboy, New 
Jersey. 

Mr. Bailey was again married, Febru- 
ary 16, ~856,  his second union being with 
Miss -&lie E. Oliver. who was born eight 
miles north of Danville, in county, 
April 6, 1860, a daughter of Bushrard and 
&Ielvina (Kritzer) Oliver. Her father was 
a native of Bourbon county, and her mother 
of Rainesville, Indiana, b;t they were mar- 
ried in Danville, Illinois. The father was a 
farmer by occupation, a Democrat in poli- 
tics and a member of the Christian church. 
H e  died on the a3d of May, 1894, but his 
wife is still living and now makes her home 
with our subject. In  their family were sis- 
teen cl~ildren, of whom twelve are still living. 

Mr. Bailey is a prominent member of 
several civic societies, including the Grand 
Army of the Republic, the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows. the Modern Ilroodmeil 
of -America, the Royal Neighbors and the 
Mutual Protection League. Politically he is 
identified with the Republican party and has 
taken a very influential and prominent part 
in public affairs, having served as deputy 
sheriff at Dester, Missouri, and as city mar- 
shal, councilman and mayor of Dexter. He 
is pre-eminently public-spirited and progres- 
sive and as faithfully discharges his duties 
of citizenship in times of peace as 11-11en he 
followed the old flag to victory on southern 
battle-fields. 

A 

7 ~ 

Among the native sons of Vermilion 
county is numbered Thomas Woolverton 
and his life history sets at  naught the old 
adage, that "a prophet is not without honor 
save in his own co~~ntr-y." There is there- 

fore particular interest attaching to the sub- 
ject of this review in his business career. 
H e  is a native son of the county where Ite 
has passed his active life and has so directed 
his ability and efforts as to gain recopition 
as one of the representative men of Hoopes- 
ton. He  to-clay is the owner of the Hoopes- 
ton nlachine shops, an enterprise of magni- 
tude and importance returning to the 011-ner 
and proprietor a very desirable annuaI in- 
come. 

Mr. CVoolverton n-a; but thirteen years 
of age when he started out in life for him- 
self. His birth .occurred in Grant town- 
ship in 18 51. His father, Colonel -4bel 
iiTool verton, was conlnlander of a regiment 
in t!~e war of r 812 and was a farmer by oc- 
cul~ation. H e  came of a family that lived 
near Cincinnati, Ohio, prior to the emigra- 
tion to Illinois. In the year 1850, ho\v- 
ever. C:olonel \ioolverton sought a home in 
the llississippi valley and located in Grant 
ton-nship, Vermilion county, settling on 
qovernment land on the North Fork. H e  
L 

became one of the early settlers of the com- 
munity. He  had firm faith in the future of 
this portion of the state and he foretold the 
builtling of the two railroads which no\v 
cross the county. Colonel l17001\-erton se- 
c ~ ~ r e t l  a large tract of land in this locality 
ancl began the dei-elopment of a farm. Therc 
were many 11-ild animals here, includirlg 
wol\-es. and aillong the \\-ild game there 
were nunlhered deer. geese, brant and clucks. 
Tlle n ~ o t l ~ e r  of our subject died 11-hen he \\;as 
hut six years of age and the father afterlvard 
married again. T h o i ~ ~ a s  \Voolverton has 
one sister. Mrs. Sophia J. Holmes, of 
Hoopeston, and one brother. Charles. 

_ i t  the time of his father's death, ~ h i c h  
occurred n-l~eil he was thirteen years of 
age. Thomas JV-0011-erton started O L I ~  in life 
on his 011-11 account. H e  11-as but a boy, yet 
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he  possessed courage and self-reliance and 
determined that he would win for hin~self a 
creditable position in the business world. 
E e  herded cattle at  an early- day and en- 
gaged in farm labor until his marriage. 
which occ~trred il? ISTI. bliss Eliza J. Fort- 
ner becoming his wife. The lady is a native 
of Indiana and her parents are both now de- 
ceased. By this marriage there are two l i ~ -  
ing children, illrs. Ed. R. Knox. whose hus- 
band is deputy circuit clerk in Dan\-ille. and 
K. G.. a lan-J-er who is non- in partnership 
11-it11 Charles ii. Allen, of Hoopeston, and 
is serving as city attorney. 

For several years after his marriage 1Ir. 
\Voolverton engaged in farming and was 
the owner of one hundred and sixty acres of 
valilzble land, but after about six years lle 
abandoned the plo\~- and remox-ed to 
Hoopesto~l, where he opetlecl a meat market 
~vhich he co~lducted for s i s  years. By going 
security he 11-as forced to begin life atleu-. 
Later he was elected township assessor and 
constable a i d  served in this ofice until about 
seventeen years ago \\-hen he began selling 
farm machinery in a snlall way. H e  has car- 
ried on this business with ever increasing 
si~ccess and he is no\\- proprietor of the 
Hoopeston tllachine shops and does an es- 
tensive business in 3lcCorn1ick bar\-esters. 
the Deere plows, buggies. wagons antl har- 
ness; in fact, he carries everything neecled 
upon a farm in col~nection \vit11 its cultiva- 
tion. He  has a machine shop antl a general 
repair shop. forty by one hundred and t~ven- 
ty feet, and part of this is two stories in 
heigllt. During the busy season he employs 
A fteen men in the shop and does all kinds of 
repair work from the repairing of a han~mer 
to a threshing machine. His 111acine shop 
and implements are upon the \vest side of 
Bank street. the harness and buggy empor- 
ium on the east side. but these are near to- 

gether so that he gives his personal super- 
vision to all branches of his business. He  
engages in the manufacture as \\-ell as the 
repairing of harness and also repairs bug- 
gies. The shop on the east side of the 
street is fifty by sixty feet and he also nas 
tiyo stores which he rents. The business has 
co~lstantly go\\-n in volume and importance 
lmtil it _is non- the leading industrial and 
commercial concerns of the ton-11 and the 
owner has become one of the substantial 
reside~lts of Hoopeston. Long since has he 
regained his lost possessions. pushing for- 
11-ard to continued success in the co~~duc t  of 
the enterprise n-hich has proved to him a 
profitable one. 

In his political ~ i en - s  1Ir. \I-0011-erton is 
a stalwart Republican and \\-as appoiilted to 
fill the u~lespired term of U-. R. Clark on 
the board of super\-isors. ;it the nest reg- 
ular election in 1894 he \\-as elected to fill 
that ofice. 1vhic11 he has held continuotlsly 
since. and by re-election he is no\\- serving 
for rlle fourth tern1 and is one of the most 
pro~ninent and valued members of the 
board. He has servetl as its chair111a11 for 
t\\-o tlifferent ternls and is no\\- chairman of 
the committee on buildings and grounds. 
For eight years he was justice of the peace 
in f;rmt to\\-nsllip anrl xas  at one time a 
t~ieinher of the city council of Hoopeston. 
filling the oftice before the tit? was di\-icled 
illto I\-arcls. 30 public trust reposed in him 
has el-er been betrayed in the slightest degree 
ant1 he has the entire confidence of his fel- 
lo\\- men concerning niatters of importance 
t o  the city. Fraternally he is connected with 
the blue lodge of llasons. \\-it11 the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odcl Fellou-s. in \\-hicll he 
has served as noble grand. with the Forest- 
ers and with the llodern 11-oodrnen of 
;?erica. He has a pleasant home at  the 
corner of Bank and Penn streets and he 
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owns half a block in the center of the town years, however, he became general agent for 
on which are located his business,blocks. H. J. Willian~s, a prominent 'attorney of 
He  was a resident of this place when the Philadeiphia. In the year 1841 he left 
entire locality was covered with rosin-weed Pennsylvania and took up his abode in Ross 
and milk-tveed and prairie grasses grew in county, Ohio, where he resided for seven 
abmdance. He herded cattle on the pres- years. when he came to Illinois and here set- 
ent site of Hoopeston, but as the years have tled in Ross township, Vermilion county, 
passed he has witnessed great changes, a spending his last years upon the home farm 
transformation being wrought which has of his son, H. IV. Harris. 
contributed in a marked degree to the im- The last named was reared in Philadel- 
provement and upbuilding of the entire com- phia to the age of fourteen years and began 
rnunity. Mr. Woolverton possesses marked his education in the public schools there. 
energy and keen perception. This enables The remainder of his boyhood days were 
him to fcrm his plans readily and he never passed in Ohio upon his father's farm and 
wavers in carrying thein to a successful in 1848 he came to Vermilion county, Illi- 
completion. His close application to busi- nois, where he began earning his own liv- 
ness and his excellent management have ing by working as a farm hand by the 
brought to him the high degree of prosperity month. In the fall, however, he returned to 
which is to-day his. the Buckeye state, making the jorrrney on 

H. W. HARRIS. 

H. W. Harris is now living a retired 
life on his farm on section 15, Ross town- 
ship, five miles east of Rossville. Here he 
has a valuable property of two hundred and 
forty acres and thereon has made his home 
for forty-eight years. His residence in the 
county covers a longer period, however, for 
he arrived here in February, 1848. He was 
born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 6, 
1827, and comes of a family of English an- 
cestry. His grandfather, Samuel Harris, 
settled in Maryland at an early day and 
there Jesse Harris, the father of our sub- 
ject, was horn on the 21st of JLIIY, 1800. 
In the city of his nativity he was reared and 
was there united in marriage to Lydia ,Ann 
'IVarner, whose birth occurred in Wilming- 
ton, Dela~vare. By trade he \\-as a cooper 
and follo\ved that pursuit throughout most 
of his active business life. In his later 

horseback in order to vote for Zachary Tay- 
lor, casting his first ballot in that year. 
When his mission was accomplished he once 
more came to Illinois, where he worked on 
a farm until he decided to engage in agri- 
cultgral pursuits on his own account and 
rented a tract of land. In the new work he 
prospered and when he had acquired some 
capital he purchased his present farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres in 1853. It 
was then a tract o i  raw prairie on which 
not a furrow had been turned or an im- 
provement made, but he broke it and fenced 
it and otherwise developed the property, 
making it a valuable tract of land, which 
returned to him golden harvests in reward 
for the care and labor which he bestowed 
upon the fields. As his financial resources 
increased he added to the farm and now 
~vithin its boundaries there are tu-o hun- 
dred and forty acres of good land. He  
erected a neat and substantial residence, 
also a large barn and other necessary out- 
huilclings. These were but a few of the im- 
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provements \~-hich he made. H e  planted an velopment of Vermilion county, having seen 
orchard, tiled his fields and divided the a sn-ampy land reclaimed for purposes of 
farm by \\-ell kept fences. H e  also raised civilization by tiling and cultivation and 
good stock and although he came to  Ver- modern farming n~ethods have been intro- 
lnilion county a poor man he gradually duced and carried on until the country has 
11-orked his way upil-ard until he gained a been made to bloom and blossom as the 
place among the substantial residents of the rose. The work of progress has also been 
county. instituted in this city and Mr. Harris feels 

Mr. Harris has been twice married. In a just pride in what has been acconlplished 
Indiana in 1833, he wedded Kancy Clark, here- He is no\\- a venerable man of seven- 
who died in 1864. leaving five children : H. ty-five years. receiving the respect and !Ion- 
P., u-110 is married and lives ne2r IYichita, or which should ever be accorded one xvho 
I\'ansas ; E~nrna. the wife of 11-alter 11'ood, has ad~anced i:~r on liie's journej-. 
of I-loopeston Isabella. the n-ife of Chris- - topher Fred. of Fulton. Indiana ; Edn-in -* - 
Stanton, 1vho is nlarried and follo~vs farm- 
ing in Oklahon~a: and Olive, n-110 nlarried 
George Holtz, of Ross to~vnship. -liter the 
cleath of his first wife Mr. Harris wedded Eighty acres o i  good farming land on 
Alarv Money, a native of Kentucky. 11-ho. section I. (;eorgeto\cn ton-nship, constitutes 
when a young lady, canle to this county the farm of -1. \Yard, n-110 is there carrying 
and on the -)ad of June, 1865, gave her hand on general agricultul-a1 pursuits and stock- 
in nlarriage to i\Ir. Harris. There are six raising. H e  has resitlecl in 17ermilion coun- 
children of this marriage: Salome J.. the ty since 1871 ancl is a native of Sn-itzerland 
~vife of Charley \V. Smith ; Lydia -4. ; Jose- county. Intliana. born on the 5th of January, 
phine : John : AIinnie, the ~vi ie  of ;Ilbert 1833. his parent^\-ere Bennett and Sxncy  
Statzell, of IVillian~sport. Tndi-zna: and (Eoggs) \\'arcl. the former a native of 
Jesse S., n-110 with John assiljt~ in the opera- Sort11 CaroIina and the latter of Kentucky. 
tion of the home farm. In an early day the father removed to Intli- 

Politically Rlr. Harris was originally a am.  where he lived for a number of years. 
Il-hig and joined the ranks of the Republi- He after~val-d spent n ie\v years in Missouri 
can party upon its organization. He voted ant1 ~vhile there his wife died. Subsequent- 
for John C. Fremont in 1856 and has never ly he retarnetl to 1-errnilion county. Illinois, 
failed to cast his ballot for each presidential n:aking his honle I\-ith the subject of this re- 
nominee of the party since that time. He view until his tleath. n-l~ich occurred on the 
first voted for Taylor in 1848. In 1875 he 3tl of July. 1881. 
was appointed to the position of school --I. 11-art1 is the only one of the children 
treasurer and was elected and re-elected to born unto his parents now residing in Ver- 
the office until he served for twent~--sel-en milion county. He pursued his education 
consecutive years. H e  has also been a del- in the district schools oi  Delaware county, 
eg-ate to nunlerous county con\-entions of Indiana. I I e  settled upon a farm (there. 
his party. From pioneer times down to the making it his place of abode until 1871, 
present he has watched the growth and de- when he .came to this county. In 1875 he 

11 
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b u g h t  his present farm on section I, 

Georgetown township. l'hroughout his en- 
tire life he has carried on the occupation to 
which he was reared and in his fanning 
methods is progressive, keeping in touch 
with the best methods of cultivating the soil 
and caring for stock which are in vogue at  
the present day. When he located here the 
land was all covered with timber, but he 
cleared this and has placed his fields under 
a high state of cultivation. His farm is to- 
day well improved with modern equipments 
and he is successfully carrying on general 
farm work and stock-raising. 

Mr. Ward was first married while liv- 
ing in L)elam-are county, Indiana, to Miss 
Phoebe Edgintori, a native of Ohio. Her 
father removed to Delaware county, Indi- 
ana, at  an early day and there died. Mrs. 
Ward passed atvay at her home in this coun- 
ty in 1877. Of seven children born of that 
marriage five are yet living: -4lonz0, who 
resides in Kansas; Wilson, who married 
Maggie Rogers and is living in Mead coun- 
ty, Kansas; Franklin, who resides at home 
with our subject ; Grant, who wedded Mary 
Rosenbarger and is living in Veedersburg, 
Indiana; and Cooley, who married Maude 
Manley and resides in Georgetown, where 
h e  is conducting the Rival Restaurant. 
Those deceased are Mary, Amanda and Cal- 
vin. After the death of his first wife Mr. 
Ward was again married, his second union 
being with Mary J. Estes, a native of El- 
wood township, Vermilion co~mty, born in 
October, r845. Her parents, Laborin and 
Polly (Chambers) Estes, were very early 
settlers of this county, coming to Illinois 
from North Carolina and here they spent 
their remaining days. 

Roth Mr. and Mrs. Ward hold member- 
ship in the Christian church of Georgetown 
township and are faithful to  its teachings 

and principles. He has always voted with 
the Democracy but has never been an office 
seeker. His life has been one of untiring 
ind1lstry and since conling to Vermilion 
county he has accomplishecl a great amount 
of work, in clearing his land, preparing it 
for the plow and placing it under the high 
state of cultivation in which it is to-day 
found. 

+++ 

ROBERT HOLMES. 

The story of a successful career is al- 
ways a matter of interest and although jeal- 
ousy is sometimes manifest the great major- 
ity rejoice in advancement, especially when 
one has risen to pronlinence and success from 
a humble financial position. This Robert 
Holrnes has done and to-day he is controlling 
one of the most extensive and important 
industrial enterprises of Vermilion county. . 
He was born in Sandusky, Ohio, December 
25, 1858, and is a son of William and Re- 
becca (Thomasj Holmes, the former a na- 
tive of Mew Castle, Delaware, and the latter 
of IVales. They were married in Sandusky 
and a year later located in il'larion. Ohio. 
The father was a machinist by trade and 
conducted a shop there, making that place 
his home until his death, which occurred on 
the 18th of Dece~nber, 1872. His political 
support was given the Republican party and 
he was ever a progressive and loyal citizen. 
His wife died March 18. 1899. In their 
family were five sons and four daughters, 
of 11-honi three sons and three daughters are 
yet living. Robert being the eldest. Grant, 
a partner of our subject. now conducts a 
machine shop and makes his home in Dan- 
~ille. Sherman is engaged in gold mining 
in Dutch Guiana, South America, and is 
also a partner of the firm of Robert Holmes 
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'8; Brothers, incorporated. Mary is the wife 
s f  Dr. W. H. Snaveley, a resident of Seff- 
ner, Florida. Mattie is the wife of J. A. 
Johnson, who is living in Thomotosassa. 
Florida; and Hattie is the wife of Howard 
Rolander, of Marion, Ohio. 

Robert Holmes beg-an his education in 
the schools of Marion and afterward 
worked in machine shops there. Owing to 
his father's early death he was forced to be- 
gin work when only thirteen years of age 
and was there employed until he had at- 
tained his majority. In 1880 he came to 
Danville and secured a position as a ma- 
chinist in the Chicago and Eastern Illinois 
Railroad shops, where he remained for six 
months. He then accepted the agency of 
the Huber engine and thresher which is 
manufactured in Marion. He established an 
agency in this city in partnership with P. T. 
Raker and conducted the business with suc- 
qess for ten years, when his partner sold out 
t o  W. W. Kent and the latter relation was 
maintained for a year. Mr. Holmes then 
purchased his partner's interest and in- 
creased the business, extending its scope. In 
1893 his brothers removed to Danville and 

h e  became a partner in the business. I t  was 
then that the firm established a machine shop 
a t  Nos. 30 and 36 North Hazel street. 
Since then the business has constantly 
.grouTn and they now occupy not only the 
machine shop space but also a building one 
hundred and twenty by one hundred and 
fifty feet, extending from No. 49 to No. j3 
North Hazel street. I t  is in this building 
that the main ofices are located. The firm 
of Robert Holmes & Brothers employs more 
than fifty workmen in the machine shops. 
They make a specialty of locomotive bell 
ringers and air conlpressors and also of the 
manufacture of shaker screens for coal min- 
ers. They do a big business in mill-and mine 

machine-repairing and sell everything in the 
line of f a m ~  machinery and also "everything 
on wheels," as their advertisement reads. 
This includes all kinds of vehicles, making a 
specialty of high ,mde automobiles. The 
output of the house is now very extensive 
and the business has reacl~ed Iarge and prof- 
itable proportions. 

In his political views Mr. Holmes is a 
Republican, but has never sought or de- 
sired oftice and in fact has always refused 
to beconie a candidate for political prefer- 
ment, although as a private citizen he is ever 
true to the welfare of his city, state and na- 
tion and is deeply interested in the success 
of party principles. He belongs to Darnas- 
cus Lodge, K. P., and to the Danville Lodge 
of Elks. Coming to this city 11-ithout cap-. 
ital. accepting a position as an employe, he 
stands to-day as a worthy representative of 
what may be accomplished through earnest 
effort conlbinecl with a thorough knowledge 
of the business undertaken. capable manage- 
ment in its coiltrol and honorable dealings 
in the  elations n-it11 the public. 

>I. F'. POIITEKFIELD. 

31. F. Porterfield. a representative of the 
banking interests of Vermilion county now, 
owning and conducting the Porterfield Bank 
at Fairmount. was born in Pennsylvania, on 
the 17th of February, 1849. His parents, 
James B. and Elvira H. (Blaine) Porter- 
field. were also natives of the Keystone state. 
The father was a tanner and harness-maker 
and in the year 1856 came westward with 
his family, first settling in Monmouth. War- 
ren county, Illinois, where he remained for 
a year. He then removed to Champaign and 
became a contractor for the Illinois Central 
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Railroad Company, making his home in that 
place until the fall of 1862. He next set- 
tled upon a farm near Sidney, this state, and 
later he retired from active life, spending his 
last years in the town of Sidney. There he 
died in February, 1891. and his wife passed 
away in 1895. In their family were six sons 
and three daughters. all of whom are yet 
living, namely : 31. F., of this review ; 
Mary B., who is living in Sidney; E. S., 
who is engaged in the real estate and loan 
b~~siness a t  Kearoey, Nebraska; S. E., ~ h o  
is engaged in the grain business with his 
youngest brother, J. Bert, at  Sidney; J. C., 
who is etnployed in the veterinary depart- 
ment of the Union Stock Yards of Chica- 
go ;  Carrie F., the wife of Charles J. Free- 
man, a resident of Decatur; L. W., who is 
engaged in the grain trade in Champaign; 
and Kettie, the wife of John F. Largent, a 
lawyer of Salt Lake City, Utah. 

M. F. I'orterfield pursued his early edu- 
cation in the public schools near Sidney and 
later continuecl his literary course in the 
State University of Illinois, a t  Urbana, 
while he prepared for business life in a com- 
mercial college. He was one of the original 
students of the State University, entering 
in the winter of 1869-70. After putting 
aside his test books he lived upon the farm 
\\-it11 his father until 1573, when he pur- 
chased a tract of land southeast of Sidney 
and began farming on his own account, 
there carrying on agricultural pursuits un- 
til I S ~ I .  Tn that year he came to Fairnlount 
and established the Porterfield Bank. which 
he is now conductin,a. I t  is a private bank- 
ing institution, \\-ell meriting public support 
because of the capability and enterprise of 
the owner. Mr. Porterfield also owns the 
bank building and other business blocks in 
Fairmount and an elegant residence which 
is the family home. 

On the 1st of January, 1885. near Philo, 
Illinois. Mr. Porterfield lvas united in mar- 
riage to Miss Belle J. Cole, who was born 
in liorthington. ILIassachusetts, X u p s t  3, 
1861. a daughter of Charles F. and Maria J. 
(Pease) Cole. n-110 n-ere likewise natives of 
the Bay State. In the year 1863 they came 
west, locating near Philo, Champaign coun- 
ty. upon 2 farm. There the father died in 
1898 but the inother is still living. In their 
family ~i-ere three sons- and four daughters, 
but one son and one daughter have now 
passed an:ay. The home of l l r .  and Mrs. 
Porterfielcl has been blessed with three chil- 
dren : N. Raymond. S. Mildred and 11-il- 
Iard B. 

Mr. Porterfield is a member of the Slod- 
ern i\-ooclgen Camp and of the Court of 
I'lonor and he belongs to the Cumberlantl 
Presbyterian church. His father was a 
\1'111g and upon attaining his majority Mr. 
PorterSeld became a Republican. having 
since given earnest and loyal support to the 
partv. Il'hile there has been nothing escit- 
ing or atlventureson~e in his husi~less career, 
the history of his success is one of interest. 
1)ecause it shou-s what can be accomp!ished 
when one has strong detern~ination and 
laudable ambition. guided by sound judg- 
ment. ??lese are the ~jualities ~vhich have 
gained success to Fairmount's popular 
hanker. making him a prosperous citizen of 
Ver~nilion county. 

-ABRrlM B. SMITH. 

Abranl B. Smith, a retired farmer of 
Dan~ i l l e~  was born in ,eastern Tennessee on 
Christmas Day, 1817. He  is a son of Jos- 
eph and Sarah (Brown) Smith, both of 
whom were natives of eastern Tennessee, 
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and resided there until 1828. u-hen they 
came to Vermilion county. Illinois. casting 
in their lot with its first settlers. Only ten 
years before had the state been admitted to 
the Union anci this portion of Illinois \\-as 
largely wild and unimproved, awaiting the 
awakening touch of the u-hite race to trans- 
form it into one of the richest agricultural. 
industrial and comixercial sections of this 
great commoni\-ealth. Joseph Smith took 
L I ~  his abode in Georgeton-n ton-nship. 
tunled his attention to agricultural pursuits 
and improl-ed a good farm. upon which he 
made his hcme until called to his final rest 
at  t!~e age of seventp-three years. His wife 
has also passed atmy. They \\-ere the par- 
ents of thirteen children. of \\-horn five are 
n o  I .  i g  : Eliza. the n-iclolv of 11-illiani 
Gantz ant1 a resident of Georgeto~l-n town- 
ship : ;lbram B., of this reviesv : -1matlda. 
the wife o i  -\ndre\\- Runnells, of George- 

. toivn to~l-nship; l\lichael E.. ~i-110 is engaged 
in selling far111 implements in Erocksto~vn. 
Illinois; ant1 Catherine, the wife of Adam 
Kyger. of Missouri. The others lvere all 
reared here and nlost of them diet1 in Ver- 
 nili ion C O L I I ~ ~ ~ .  

Like the other membei-s of the family 
-Al)ram E. Smith pursued a con~n~on-school 
education. the schooll~ouse being five miles 
from his home. IIe \\-as only elel-en !-ears 
of age ~1-11en \\-it11 his parents he came to 
1-ermilion county. In 1841 he settled on a 
farm in Georgeto~vn to~vnship. where he 
liveti until his remo\-a1 to Danville. devot- 
ing his energies to the tilling of the soil. 
He ~narriecl Eliza E. Lockett. a native of 
Vrginia and a daughter of Richard Lock- 
ett. who 11-as one of the early settlers of 
Georgetov-n to~vnship and of Dan\-ille. 
Throughout his entire life Mr. Lockett car- 
ried on agricultural pursuits and in early 
da!-s he also conducted a grist mill in Dan- 

d l e  ton-nship. His death occurred in 
Georgetown. 

For many years Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
traveled life's journey together and \\-ere 
then separated by the death of the 11-iie. 
11-hich occurred December 6. INS. while she 
\\-as on a visit to a co~~s in  in Chicago. Unto 
them \\-ere born nine children but Lockett 
R.. Sara12 J., Dora E. and Man- -\lice are 
all deceased and buried in the 1lcKindree 
cemetery. bavid -1. is engaged in farming 
in Georgeto\vn to\\-nship. llatilda -A. is the 
\\-ite of Hiram 1V. Ross, a resident ot' Dan- 
\-ille. Joseph H. is a farmer of Edgar coun- 
t!-. Illinois. Tilnlon C. is engaged in the 
prxtice of laxl- in Dan\-ille. Charles Sew- 
ton \\ as born in Georgeton-n ton-nship. Jan- 
uary 2 5 ,  1860. and from the coinmon 
schools of his natil-e county he entered the 
State Sornlal School at Sormal. Illinois. 
gratluating froin that institution in the class 
of 1882. Choosing the profession of medi- 
cine as a life u-ork, he then matriculatecl at  
Rush lleclical College of Chicago and was 
graduated ivith the class of 1883. For two 
yea]-s he successfully engaged in practice at  
Iininer, Illinois. hut on account of failing 
he.l;h he \-\.as coml>elled to give 1111 the prac- 
tice a:vl is nou- lii\-ing retired in Danville. 
He marriecl A'liss -\Jar? L. Il'alker. a daugh- 
ter of George 11-alker. deceasetl, \\-11o n-as an 
early settler and proillinent citizen of Taze- 
\\-ell county, Illinois. 

-After his marriage -\bran1 B. Smith en- 
gagetl in farming in Georgeto\l-n to\v~-nship 
until his remo\-a1 to Danl-ille. He took up 
his abode here on the 4th of - \upst .  1899, 
and has since lived retired, occupying a 
pleasant home at So .  509 Buchanan street. 
He also olvns a house on Jackson stred, 
another on Park street. and has two houses 
and lots in Homer. Illinois. He  is likewise 
the owner of three hundred and forty acres 
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of land in Georgetown township and the 
rental of his property brings him a good in- 
come. His success in life was due entirely 
to his own labor and diligence, together 
with the assistance of his estimable wife. 
By their frugality they became the owners 
of six hundred and sixty acres of choice 
land in Vermilion county, a part of which 
has since been divided among his children, 
though Mr. Smith still retains the old home- 
stead of three hundred and forty acres. 

While residing upon his farm he served 
as school director but has never been an 
osce  seeker, his farming and stock-raising 
interests leaving him no time for political 
work. In early life he was a Whig, al- 
though his father was a Democrat. He cast 
his first presidential vote for William Henry 
Harrison and after the dissolution of the 
Whig party became independent. He holds 
membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church of Georgetown township and is one 
of the leading retired citizens of Danville. 

For seventy-four years Mr. Smith has 
resided in Vermilion county and its history 
is therefore familiar to him. He has been 
an eye witness of almost its entire growth 
and development; has seen its wild lands 
claimed for farming purposes and devel- 
oped into very rich and productive tracts; 
has seen the county crossed by a network of 
railroads so that it is supplied with splendid 
transportation facilities; has seen hamlets 
grow into thriving towns and villages, 
while Danville has developed from a little 
country crossroads into a city of metropoli- 
tan proportions. Throughout all these 
years Mr. Smith has followed the even ten- 
or of his way as a farmer, yet has kept in 
toucll with the general progress and im- 
provement, has kept informed concerning 
the leading questions of the day, and at all 
times he has been loyal and true to the best 

interests of his community, so that he well 
deserves representation in this volume a s  
one of the representative men of Vermilion 
county. 

a A - *- 

D. BYRON HAGGARD. 

Through the years of his identification 
with the business interests of Danville D. 
Ryron Haggard enjoyed the highest respect 
of his fellow to~vnsmen by reason of his 
strict integrity and sterling worth, and in his 
death the community realized that it had 
lost a valued citizen. He was born in Lo- 
gansport, Indiana, on the 6th of December, 
1839, a son of John and Cynthia Haggard, 
of that state. His father was a tinner by 
trade and for some time conducted a hard- 
ware store in Logansport. Both he and his 
wife died in Kokomo, Indiana. 

During his boyhood David Haggard had 
only the advantages of a common-school ed- 
ucation but by reading and observation in 
subsequent years he became a well informed 
man. In I 8 58 he received the offer of a po- 
sition in the dry-goods store of Mr. Moore, 
of Danville. who had forrnerly been a resi- 
dent of Lafayette, Indiana, and with whom 
Mr. Haggard !lad previously been ac- 
quainted. Accepting the office he came t o  
Danville that year and engaged in clerking 
for a few years or until Mr. Moore sold out- 
He then formed a partnership with a Mr. 
Miller, under the firm name of Miller & 
Haggard, and they embarked in the retail 
boot and s h e  business, which they carried 
on quite successfully until their store was 
destroyed by fire in 1861. With character- 
istic energy they then rented a small room on 
Vermilion street and put in a stock of boots 
and shoes. Prospering in their business 
they subsecluently removed to more commo- 
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dious quarters in order to  meet the growing 
demands of their trade. The partnership be- 
tween Mr. Miller and Mr. Hag,gard was of 
comparatively short duration and after it 
was dissolved our subject was alone in busi- 
ness throughout the remainder of his life. 
E i s  brother Ed\\-ard, who was a shoemaker 
by trade, worked for him in the store until 
the Civil war broke out, when he entered 
the Union arnmy and died in -Indersonville 
prison. They \\-ere the only members of the 
family to come to this county. 

In  April, 18.59, Nr .  Haggard 11-as united 
in marriage to Miss Charlotte Creamer. who 
was born in Champaign county, Ohio. Feb- 
ruary 21, 1S40. Her parents, Jloses and 
Ilf argaret ( Reecl) Creamer, \\-ere natives of 
Ohio and Pennsylvania, respectively. and 
the father spent his entire life in the Buck- 
eye state, where he died when Mrs. Haggard 
was quite young. I ler  mother subsequently 
married John 31 offitt. now deceased. and 
his death occurred in December, 1901. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Haggard were born five 
children: Minnie, a graduate of the Dan- 
ville high school, is 11011- a teacher in the 
public schools of the city and resides at home 
with her mother. Carrie is the lvife of John 
Elxvood, a civil engineer living in Chicago. 
Ella is the wife of Charles Harmstead. u-ho 
is a dealer in harness. buggies. etc., in Ur- 
bana, Ohio. Grace is the wife of George 
Rearick. a proinineilt attorney of Danville. 
Royal, the only son. died at the age of ti\-o 
years. 

Mr. Haggard continued in active busi- 
ness until a fen- months prior to his death, 
which occurred on the 7th of December, 
1872. and he \\-as one of the leading- shoe 
merchants of the city. H e  \\-as \\-hat the 
\%-orld terms a self-made man. for all that 
he had ivas obtained through his o\i-n 11-ell 
directed efforts. H e  began business in Dan- 

ville on capital borro~ved from his father and 
his partner, Mr. Miller, but he was soon able 
to bay off this. By untiring industry, strict 
attention to his business affairs and sound 
judgment l ~ e  met with well merited success 
in his undertakings and won an enviable po- 
sition in b~~siness circles. By his ballot he  
usually supported the men and measures of 
the Republican partj-. but he never cared for 
official honors. Socially he n-as a u-orthy 
member of the llasonic order in Dandle. 
His widow still makes her home in Danville. 
occupying a pleasant residence at So. 312 
North Hazel street. where she and her hus- 
band lived for a number of years, and she 
alsc 011-ns other valuable property in the 
same locality. She is an earnest member of 
the First lfethodist Episcopal church of the 
city, and is a most estimable lady of many 
sterling clualities. n-ho has a large circle of 
friends in Danville. 

John 1'. Keeslar. who is filling the po- 
sition of states attorney in Danville. having 
been elected to the ofice in 1900. for a term 
of four years, is one of Vermilion county's 
native s0r.s. his birth having occurretl on the 
24th of August, 1864. His parents Jvere 
Charles IV. and Sarah (Snj-der) Keeslar, 
natives of Keu- lYork and Ohio respectively. 
The maternal grandfather, also a native of 
the Buckeye state. emigrated ~vest~vard 
with his family in 18-19 and estab- 
lished his lloine in Pilot tolvnship. Ver- 
milion count\-. The father of our sub- 
ject settled in the same township in 1558 
and is living a retired life there, after many 
years' connection 11-it11 agricultural pursuits. 
He  has also been prominent in public affairs 
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and from 1878 until 1835 he filled the office 
of chairman of the board of supervisors. 

No event of special importance occurred 
to vary the routine of farm life for John I+-. 
Keeslar in his youth. H e  became a student 
in the public schools and later continued his 
studies in the University of Illinois, as a 
pupil in the law department of the Illinois 
Ll~esleyan L-niversitj- of Bloomington and 
on the coll~pletion of his course he \\-as 
graduated in the class of 1888 and was ad- 
mitted to practice in Danville in 1889. He 
continued in practice until 1899 and formed 
a partnership in that year. In 1900 he n-as 
elected states attorney. In this office he 
mas elected in 1900 as States -Attorney. In 

this office he is displaying conscientious re- 
gard for duty and for the welfAre of the conl- 
munity. During his tern1 in office he has 
sent more people to the penitentiary t'11311 
from any other county outside of Cook. I n  
the prosecution of cases which come to him 
he is diligent and persevering, entering the 
courtroom well prepared by reason of pre- 
vious study and investigation of the authori- 
ties and percedents bearing on the points in 
controversy. While a young man the puh- 
lic and the profession have cor~ficlei~ce in his 
ability. because of his native talents, his 
strong inclividuality ant1 an earnest desire 
to succeed, which is rnanifestecl in his IYL rk 
in the courtroom. 

In 1891 Mr. Keeslar was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Eflie Sanclusky, a daugllter of 
J. C. and Mary J. Sandusky, of Vance town- 
ship. Vernlilion county. Their home is non- 
brightened I>y the presence of an interesting 
daughter, Nellie. MI-. Keeslar belongs to 
the Masonic lodge. to the Knights of Pythias 
fraternity, to the Court of Honor and to the 
Modern M'oodman Camp of Danville, but 
while he enjoys social life and its pleasures 
and has the high regard of many friends he 

lets no outside influence or attractions 
swerve him from the faithful perfomlance 
of his duty. His preparation of cases is 
thorough and he seems almost- intuitively to 
grasp the strong points of law, in fact no 
detail seems to escape him and his cases are 
fought with such skill, ability and power 
that he rarely fails to gain the verdict-: 
sired. 

JOSI AH S-AXDUSKY. 

Progress and improvement depend upon 
labor and energy. and the upbuilding of 
Vermilion county \\-as due to the aggregate 
endeavor of men of strong determination, 
unflagging diligence and honorable purpose. 
--Imong this class was numbered Josiah San- 
dusky, who for Inany years was actively and 
pronlinently engaged in agricultural pur- 
suits. He was a man ~vhose business record 
was unassailable because he did not take ad- 
vantage of the necessities of his fellow men, 
but in the legitimate channels of trade 
gainecl the conlpetence ~\- l~ich ulri i-uatel y 
cron-ned his efforts. 

Mr. Satldusky was born in ~ a r r b l l  
to\\-nship, this county. on the I rth of Sep- 
tember. 1837. a son of Abraham and Jane 
Sotlo\ssky. The Sodoli-sky fanlily was 
founded in America by Jaines Sodon-sky, a 
Polish exile of noble birth. proud spirit and 
lofty patriotism. \$-hen his Iove of liberty 
could no longer tolerate the despotic rule 
of Russia. he became the leader in a rebel- 
lion against the czar. and when defeated, but 
not subdued. he came to America-"the 
land of the free and the home of the brave." 
Later he married the sister of Governor In- 
slip. of the colony of Virginia, and among 
their descendants was Harvey Sodolvsky, a 
brother of the- subject of this review. In 
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the course of years representatives of the 
family changed the spelling of the name. in- 
cluding the brothers of our subject. l'n-o 
of these brothers. 11-illiam and -4braham 
Sandusky . are no~v  prominent farmers anr! 
stockmen of Carroll to\\-nship. 1-ermilion 
comity. Harvey Sodo~r-sky, hon-ever. re- 
tained the ailcestral spelling of the iamily 
name. 

I.he spirit 11-hich led James Sodon-sky. 
the emigrant. first to fight for liberty and 
then come to -4tnerica has been manifest in 
his descenilants throughout succeetling 
generations. It was shon-11 by the Sotlot\-- 
s k s  \vho fought for the liberty of the colo- 
nists of the new n-orld. and hoxv their hearts 
must have rejoiced at the glorious outconle 
of the str-~fggle; it n-as again show11 by 
lant soltliers of the name in the \\-at- of 
1 8 1 ;  ~ n d  in the subjugation of the nestern 
11-ilderness they bore a part. Daniel Boone 
opened the gates of Iie~ltucky and soon he 
\\-:is iollowed into "the dark and bloody" 
region by the grandfather of our su5ject. 
11 110 settled there just after the close of the 
Revolutionar>- \\-ax-. -Abraham Sandus1;y. 
the father, n-as born in that state and mar- 
ried Jane lIcDo\~ell .  by iv110111 he had eight 
chiltlren. of n-horn Josiah Sanduslq- m-as the 
voungcst. Xs \\-ill be seen some of the mem- 
hers of the family ha\-e anglicizetl the spell- 
ing of the old Polish name. \\-bile others 
ha\-e retaitied the original orthograpli!-. 

-Tosiah S ~ I I ~ ~ L I S ~ ~  obtained his education 
in the district schools in earl)- yoout11 ant1 
through reading. observation ancl ex~eri -  
ence in later !-ears. I l e  becanle an estreme- 
1)- \yell informed lilan for he not only rend 
broadly but mastered what he read and pos- 
sessed a retentive memory. -4s the years 
passed he gathered a large and 11-ell selected 
library \\-it11 the contents of A\-hich he be- 

came very familiar and many of his most 
pleasant hours were spent in the compan- 
ionship of his books. Throughout his busi- 
ness career he carried on general farnling 
and stock-raising. H e  remained at  home 
uiiti; his father's death. 11-hich occurred 
\\-hell the son \\-as about t11-enty-five vears of 
age. :If er this he entered into partnership 
with his brother -Abraham. \I-hich connec- 
tion n-as continued for man!- years. From 
his rather he inherited some land but to this 
he ~d(1ed iron1 time to time until at his 
cleat11 he uns the possessor of about one 
thousand acres of valuable land in eastern 
Illiilois. He became one oi the best kno\\-i-n - 

cattle men of the state and at the time oi  his 
tlemise possessed one o i  the largest herd of 
ti~?cl~ess cattle in the \\-orld. Stock dealers 
\\!)nit1 conle i r o n  all parts of the United 
States antl Canada and buy oi  him. and he 
\\-as also one of the leacling breeders o i  fast 
horses. both running and trotting stock. . i t  
the sale \\-hich \vas held subsequent to his 
cleatl: his horses brought about five tliou- 
snn(1 dollars. \vhile the sale of cattle re- 
tnrnetl to the fanlily ten thousand antl seven 
hmntlretl dollars. l i r .  Sandusky did much 
to ilnprol-e the grade of stock raised in this 
j,ortlon of the state and thereby materially 
arl\-anced prices. thus his labors proving of 
benefit to the entire localit>-. In the man- 
agement of his affairs he was careiz~l. s-ste- 
nlatic and metl~odical and aboj-e all he ~i-as 
strictly honest in ever\- trade transaction. 
He 1,ec;tme one of the o\vners of the Indian- 
ola Fair .\ssociation and he did everything 
in his po~ver to promote the interests of ag- 
riculturists. 

Nr. Sandusky n-as united in marriage 
on the 18th of December. 1873. to Miss 
Margaret lioreland, a native of Bourbon 
com~t~ - ,  Kentucky. ancl a daughter of 
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Thomas and Catherine T. (Hedges) More- 
Imd, who were also natives of Kentucky. 
On the paternal side Itrs. Sandusky is of 
Scotch-Irish descent. Her pa t -grand-  
father, 'IVilliam Moreland, came to Penn- 
sylvania before the Revolutionary war and 
it was his son iVilliarn who removed to 
Kentucky and in that state married Marga- 
ret IVhaley. There he lived at  the town of 
More1znd1-ille, in Fayette county, about 
twelve miles from Lexington on the Paris 
and Lexington pike. The village was 
named in his honor and the Masonic lodge 
at that place also bears his name. William 
Moreland and his wife were the parents of 
three sons and a daughter, of whom 
Thomas Aforeland, the father of Mrs. San- 
dusky, was the third in order of birth. 
Thomas Moreland engaged in breeding and 
dealing in fine horses in Kentucky and when 
his health gave way he canle to  Illinois, 
hoping here to regain his strength. He  set- 
tled in Carroll township, Vermilion county, 
in 1857, but died in 1864. In  Bourbon 
county he had married Miss Catherine T. 
Heclges. a daughter of Peter Hedges, a na- 
tive of Virginia. The Hedges family was 
connected wit11 the nobility of England, be- 
ing descended from Sir Charles Hedges, 
who was prominent at  the court 01 Queen 
Elizabeth. The first of the name to come to 
America was Joseph Hedges, who was dis- 
inherited by his father for marrying out- 
side of the nobility, but he was true to the 
woman u-horn he loved and wedded, a mer- 
chant's daughter. H e  then brought his 
bride to  the new world, settling with the 
Virginia colony at Jarnestown. Thomas 
Bloreland and his wife became the parents 
of nine children, of ~7hom six are now liv- 
ing: Susan M., the widow of Josiah San- 
dusky; Fannie Z., who makes her home 

with her elder sister; William H., a resi- 
dent of Paris, Illinois ; Peter HE., of Indian- 
ola; John T., of Marshall, Rqissouri; and 
Kate, the wife of Charles Cooper, of Green- 
castle, Indiana. Mr. Moreland died in Jan- 
uary, 1864, and his widow, long surviving 
him, passed away in A u p s t ,  1897, a t  the 
age of sixty-nine years. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Sandusky 
was blessed with five children, but the first 
born, a daughter. died in infancy, ancl the 
third, a son alsc died in infancy. Pearl, the 
second child, is the wife of Forrest Pyne, 
of Los -Angeles. California, whom she mar- 
ried on the 29th of October, 1902. Abe 
H. ancl UTill J. are at  home with their moth- 
er and the latter is attending school in In- 
dianola. 

Josiah Sandusky was a home man and 
was happiest when he had his family 
around him. In politics he was a Republi- 
can. but never conse~~ted to hold office, pre- 
ferring to devote his energies to his busi- 
ness affairs and to the enjoyment of the 
pleasures of the home circle. He passed 
away February 13, Igor, and was laid to 
rest ill the Sandusky cemetery in Carroll 
township. The life record of Mr. Saildusky 
covered more than sixty-two years and his 
history is that of an upright, honorable man 
\vho a!n-ays lived at peace with his neigh- 
hors and was trustn-orthy in all life's rela- 
tions and \~11o en joyed the unqualified con- 
fidence and regard of those with whoin he 
was associated. The companionship be- 
tween himself and his 1vi7ife was largely 
ideal, their mutual love and confidence in- 
creasing as the years passed by. H e  found 
in her a faithful and devoted cornparlion 
and helpmate 2nd was to her a loving and 
considerate husband. He also gave to them 
a name untarnished by any unworthy act- 
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GEORGE F. COBURN. 

George F. Cobunl, who is a practitioner 
at the Vermilion coullty bar and makes his 
home in Danville. was born in Brown coun- 
ty, Ohio, December 29, 1841, his parents 
being Francis D. and Nancy (Daulton) Co- 
burn. The father was a native of New 
Hampshire, and a son of Jerah Meel Col- 
burn. In colonial days the family'name was 
spelled with an "1." but in recent years that 
letter has been dropped fro111 the surname. 
Tke paternal grandfather of our subject \\-as 
a Revolutionary soldier \\-110 fought for the 
independence of the nation, whet1 the yoke 
of British oppression became intolerable. 
H e  served in the battle of Bunker Kill and 
Concord and was present at the surrender 
ol' 3urgoyne. He was a native of Massa- 
chusetts and after the establishment of the 
Republic he removed fro111 that state to Kew 
hampshire and later to Maine. settling near 
Paris about 1800. In ISI I he started over- 
land for the new and \\-ild district of the 
11-est and in 1812 he took up his abode near 
34a>.sville. Kentucky, where he spent his re- 
n~aining days, passing away about I 820, 

~vllen se~ent~--five years of age, his remains 
b e i q  interred in the Ilaysville cemetery. 
H e  marriecl Miss Davis, \vho was born on 
the island of Nantucket and died about 
1823, when seventy-five y a r s  of age. 

In his early youth Francis D. Coburn ac- 
conlpanied his parents on their removal to 
the south. In the spring of 1 8 4  he became 
a resident of Vermilion county. locating in 
the southern portion of Danville ton-nsllip, 
where he lived until called to his final rest. 
I i i s  seco~ld wife died )la)- 4, 184.7. at the age 
of thirty-txvo pears. having been born -111- 

gust 5, 1814. She passed an-ay when the 
subject of this re\-ieu- was only six years of 
age. leaving four children : Lucy. deceased 

wife of Henry T. Kyger; Henry; George 
Francis; and John, now deceased. After 
the death of his first-wife Francis D. Coburn 
was united in marriage to  Cynthia (Bock) 
Alorgan, a daughter of Achilles 3forgxn. one 
of the pioneer settlers of Vermilion corn- 
ty. Illinois. \\-ho died at the house of Mr. Co- 
burn. the father of our subject. on the 20th 
of Jant~ary. iS60. u-hen he had attained the 
age of eigl~ty-seven years. six months and 
eleven days. The third marriage of Francis 
D. Coburn occurred in January. 1848. at 
which time both he and his wife \\-ere fifty 
years of age. He follo~ved farming through- 
out his business career and was an enterpris- 
ing and progressive agriculturist. He kept 
everything about his place in a neat and 
thrifty condition and was also a pro~ninetlt 
Mason, a u-el1 reat1 nlan and a gentleman of 
escellent judgmex~t. whose sterling \ ~ - o r t l ~  
comn1endecl him to the conficlence and re- 
gard of all with \vhom he came in contact. 
His thircl wife died -4ugust 28. 1882. at the 
age of eighty-four years. nine tnonths and 
eleven d a y .  She was an escellent Chris- 
tian \\-0111a11 and a det-oted mother to her 
step-children. During the last five yenrs of 
her life she was blind but she bore her aMic- 
tion 11-it11 Christian fortitude and patience. 
The sick of the neighhrhood found her 
verv heIpful and her sympar11~- n-as broad. 
and her charity generous. \Vhile she was 
unfaltering i11 her condemnation of wrong 
she was always quick and \\-illing to  aitl one 
1~110 had stepped fro111 the path of rectitude 
to return to a course that \\-ould command 
respect and confidence. 11-it11 her husband, 
George Bocli. she came from 1Vest Virginia, 
locating in \-errnilion county in 1830. From 
that time until her death she remained an es- 
teenled resident of this portion of the state. 

It  was in the y e r  1543 that George F. 
Cobnrn \\-as brought by his parents to Ver- 
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mition county, Illinois. Upon the home 
farm he was reared and at an early day he 
became accustomed to the tasks of field and 
meadow. In the winter months he attended 
the common schools, but during the summer 
seasons he worked upon the home farm from 
the age of ten years. - When a young man of 
nineteen years he began teaching in the 
country schools and was quite successful ia 
that work. While thus engaged he devoted 
his leisure hours to the reading of law, mas- 
tering Blackstone in that way. Through 
five seasons, beginning in I 861, he continued 
his work as an educator in the schoolroom 
and during one summer he also taught. In 
1866, when twenty-four years of age he be- 
came a law student in the office of Judge (1. 
I,. Davis, who directed his studies until. 
having acquired a good knowledge of the 
principles of jurisprudence and the methods 
of legal procedure, he was admitted to the 
Vermilion county bar, in March. 1867. The 
follouring summer he opened a law office anrl 
continned an active practitioner at the Ver- 
milion county bar until the spring of 1889. 
with the esception of the pear 1871. when. 
owing to his father's illness. he was obligerl 
to return to the farm, remaining there for 
a b u t  a year. In 1872, ho~vever. he again 
opelied his office in Danville. H e  -i-i as 
elected justice of the peace here and servetl 
for three terms in a capable manner. ~vith 
credit to himself and satisfaction to his con- 
stituents. H e  retired from that position in 
1901 and then resumed the private practice 
of law, which he has successf~~lly continuetl. 
During his services as justice there came he- 
fore him seventy-seven hundrecl and thirty- 
one civil cases and thirteen hundred and 
twenty-nine criminal cases, making a total 
of nine thousand and sisty. Ris decisions 
were strictly fair and impartial and few of 
his rt11ings were ever reversed. H e  also 

married five hundred and thirty-two couples 
during that time. 

Mr. ~ o b u &  had two children, but ll'est- 
mer E'. died June I j, 1877. at  the age of 
three years. Ris married daughter, Mrs. 
Lena C. Dibble, is living in North Stani- 
ford, Connecticut. Mr. Coburn continued 
to make his home in Danville township until 
about twelve pears ago, since which time he 
has maintained his residence in the city. He 
has one of the finest libraries in eastern Illi- 
nois and is not only xvell versed in his profes- 
sion, but has kno1-i-ledge of Latin, Greek an:! 
many scientific subjects. He is also largely 
accluainted XI-ith history and biography ancl 
thus his reading has covered a wide range, 
making him a Inan of scholarly attainments 
and broad general information. H e  be- 
longs to the Aiethodist Episcopal church 
awl is an a c t i ~ e  11-orlter in the Suntla!-- 
school, having servetl for thii-t~--four yerr.rs 
as superi~ltenclent ant1 teacher in that 
hra:lc!l of church 11-ork. He beIoi~gs to tlie 
IIotlern \l:oocl.n~en organizatioll ant1 was 
presiclent of the local canlp some time. 
--I man of genial temperament, of high nlorni 
character, of splenditl intellectual attain- 
ments and marked ability in the line of his 
chosen profession, George F. Coburn conr- 
matltls admiration at  the bar and respect 
among his fellou- nmen among 11-110111 he has 
so long lived. 

*: 

For thirty years -4ustin S. Price has 
Been engxged in the real estate business in 
Dant-ille and is  no^ the land and enligra- 
ti011 agent for the Frisco System at t h i ~  
place. -4t eleven A. M., on the I 5th of De- 
cember.  IS,;^. ity company- with his father 
and ti{-o brotl~ers. he drove into the public 
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square of Danville, n-hich was then a village 
of five or six h ~ ~ n d r e d  inhabitants. Since 
that time he has been interested in the wel- 
fare of the city and has contributed in no 
small degree to its improvements and pro- 
gress. but his efforts have also had a wider 
scope a:ld range and his labors ha\-e been 
an important element in the det-elopment of 
1-arious sections of the country. which 
throug-h his labors have largely been 
opened up to the ~i-ork of cultil-ation and 
improvement. 

Mr. l'rice is a native of Jol~nson county, 
Indiana. \;on1 on the 26th of June. 1S40, 
his parents being \I-illiam anti Letitia 
( Huston) Price, both o i  II-~IOIII are now de- 
ceased. t!le iatller having (lied at the age 
of serent!--eight years. 11-hile the mother's 
death occuri-ed at the age of sisty-seven 
years and the fornler was laid to rest in the 
cemetery at Uanville and the latter in Hig- 
gins\-ille. The iatller  as a farmer by occu- 
pation and through the tilling of the soil pro- 
vided for his iamily. of ~1-11om our subject 
is 1101~- the only suri-i\-ing member. TIYO 
brothers were killed in the Civil war. Ezra 
died as the result of the ninth wound which 
he had sustained, 11-hile John's death \\-as 
also occasioned by \vounds sustainetl in 
battle. 

'C-nder the parelltal roof -1. S. Price. of 
this re\-iew. was rearetl ant1 the public 
schools afforded him his educational priv- 
ileges. For about ten years after his arrival 
in Danville he n-as con~~ected \\-it11 agricult- 
ural interests in 1-errnilion co~ultp. For a 
time he engaged in the operation of rented 
land and later he ou-ned and cultivated a 
tract of eighty acres. Leax-ing this county 
1Ir.  Price removed to Indianapolis, \\-here 
for three years he 11-as connected with a 
brewery. Tn 1867. hen-ever. he returned to 
D a n d l e  and for four or  five years there- 

after was engaged in farming. On the es- 
piratior? of that period he took up his abode 
in the city and eiltered the real estate busi- 
ness' which he has-since carried on continu- 
ously for about thirty years. sn\-e when he 
traveled upon the road for s i s  months. sell- 
ing flour for l I r .  Gregg. For a number ot' 
years Mr. Frice conducted a heavy emigra- 
tion business. -At one time he ran a train uf 
ten cars of freight and also carried thirty- 
three passengers to Greenbrier. -Alabama. 
H e  has run enligration trains to llississippi. 
Tennessee, 1Iissouri and Oklahoma. selling 
lantls in these states and territories and also 
in I7irginia. Kentuckv and Ion-a. 111 IF 

he to& r i p  the esclusi~-e work from Dan- 
ville for the Frisco System, handling lands 
in IIissouri. Kansas. Oklahon~a. _Arkansas. 
Intiian Territory ant1 Texas. The railroad 
system which he represents o\vns and oper- 
ates eight thousand miles of its on-11 tracks 
and is known as the Frisco S\-~teill. Mr. 
Price says that its tracks through the south- 
west and so'xtheast are nearl!. as nunlerous 
as n.ere the cattle paths n-l~ich used to lead 

I 0 1 1  COUll- through the hazel brush of Vermil' 
ty fort)--se\.en years ago. Mr. Price has 
controlletl land \\-hich he has had both lor 
sale and exchange all along the line of this 
railroad. his real estate being as cheap for 
the purchaser as were the lands in 1-er- 
nlilion county in the early days. The bt~si- 
ness n-hich he has done has reached an es- 
tensil-e figure and he is a trusted representa- 
tive of the Frisco Railrontl Cornpan!- n-hich 
he represents. 

011 the 24th of June. 1861. Mr. Price was 
united in marriage at Higginsl-ille. Illinois. 
to Sarah E. Hull, \vho was born in Indiana. 
E'ehruary 5. 1843. Fourteen children have 
been born of this union, of \\-horn only eight 
are living. James 11-., who wedded 3lollie 
IVeingart. is a real estate agent and 
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draughtsman living in Covington, Indiana. 
genry S., who is married and was fot-merly 
foreman in the fertilizer works at Wilming- 
ton. Delatvare, but is now in Arkansas. 
At~stin E., who married Lillie Thomas, is a 
sign mriter and printer of Champaign, Illi- 
nois. John R. is a school teacher in Indian 
Territary. Edgar E. is at home. Evelyn 
is the wife of L. S. Davis, a clerk of Dan- 
ville, by whom she has four children- 
Lewis, Raymond, Russell and Ruth. Al- 
pha is the wife of Theodore M. Foot, of 
Danville, by whom she has one daughter, 
Madge. Emma E., the youngest, is a t ,  
home. All of the children have been eda- 
cated in the schools of Danville. 

Mr. Price has a pleasant home at No. 
I 1-30 Gilbert street and also has some prop- 
erty on Main street. He is a Seventh Day 
Adventist and in his political views is a Pro- 
hibitionist. He has a wide acquaintance 
and is widely known for his progress and 
business ability and for the active interest 
which he has taken in public affairs and in 
the general progress. In manner he is free 
from all ostentation and display, but his in- 
trinsic worth is recognized and his friend- 
ship is most prized by those who know him 
best, showing that his character will bear 
the scrutiny of close acquaintance. He is 
a generous-spirited, broad-minded man, a 
true type of the American spirit and an em- 
bodiment oi  that progress which in the last 
few years has drawn to this country the 
admiring gaze of the nations of the world. 

WILLIARI HART. 

William Hart, now deceased, was born 
in Montgomery, Ohio, February 20, 1832, 
his parents being John and Nancy (Ireland) 
Hart, who were natives of the Buckeye state 

and were of Scotch-Irish extraction. In the 
year 184s William Hart accompanied his - 
parents on their removal to Vermilion coun- 
ty and lived with them until he attained his 
twenty-third year. He was reared upon a 
farm in Ohio and this county and remained 
up011 the old home place in Illinois until the 
inau'guration of the Civil war. In the mean- 
time he had become acquainted with Miss 
Sarah E. Dougherty and on the 6th of De- 
cember, 1853, they were married in Oak- 
wood totvnship. She was born August 15, 
1833, in Vermilion county and was reared 
upon the Jordan place. Her parents were 
Maybury and Nancy ( Hickman). Dougher- 
ty, pioneer settlers of Vermilion county who 
entered land from the government and here 
developed a farm. Her mother rode horse- 
back from Brown county, Ohio, carrying a 
babe in her arms, this child being now Mrs. 
Littler, a resident of Oakwood township. 
Mr. Doughaty drove a four-horse team 
hitched to a prairie schooner and thus the 
family made the westward journey in the 
year 183 I. Mrs. Hart now has in her pos- 
session an old bureau and cupboard that 
were made by hand and were owned by her 
mother. These she cherishes as mementoes 
of her parents and as relics of pioneer times. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dougherty were born 
three daughters and a son : Mrs. Melinda 
A. Littler, of Oakwood township; Mrs. 
Sarah E. Hart ;  Mrs. Margaret Jeffers, of 
Vermilion county; and Jacob B., who died 
during the Civil war. He enlisted in the 
Union army and being taken ill passed away 
nine days after leaving the hospital at Keo- 
kuk,. Iowa. 

Mrs. Hart was married in her twenty- 
first year and with her husband she went to 
his father's farm, where he engaged in gener- 
al agricultural pursuits, there living until af- 
ter the president issued his call for loyal men 
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t o  aid in suppressing the rebellion of the 
south. He then enlisted in Company G, One 
Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry 
and he too was taken ill while in the service 
and died of bone erysipelas in the hospital 
a t  Nashville, Tennessee. He had enlisted in 
September, 1862, and had participated in the 
battle of Perrysville. He was appointed ser- 
geant and held the rank of second lieutenant 
at the time of his death, which occurred on 
the 2d of April, 1863. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hart have been born 
five children: john, 11-ho is living on the 
old family homestead: Samuel, n-ho is rep- 
resented on another page of this work ; Xrs. 
Mary E. Watkins, of Oakwood township; 
\?Tilliam, who is an invalid living with his 
mother; and one that died in infancy. Mrs. 
Hart  has twenty-five grandchildren and one 
great-grandchild. 

At our subject's death Mrs. Hart was 
left with the care of her children. the eldest 
of whom was but nine years of age. She 
has since carried on agricultura~ pursuits 
with the assistance of her sons, and she pur- 
chased forty-eight acres of land to which she 
has added another tract of forty acres, so 
that she now has a good farm that yields 
rich crops, bringing to her an excellent finan- 
cial return. In the early days she was noted 
for her spinning and weaving and her life 
has always been one of earnest industry and 
toil. She can remember well when corn was 
hauled to Chicago and sold for fitteen cents 
per bushel, while corn in the shock mas sold 
for six cents per bushel. The country was 
full of deer and all kinds of game and during 
her childhood days Indians were very nu- 
nlerous in this portion of the state. She can 
remember attending church with her fa- 
ther's family seated upon a sled drawn by 
oxen, James Ashiore being the first preach- 
e r  She also tells of the early settlers bor- 

rowing fire from a neighbor if their ow= fire 
went out. She has cooked many a meal a t  
the cld fashioned fireplace long before cook- 
stoves came into general use and has made 
canclles which were the only means of illum- 
ination in her girlhood days. She still makes 
a fen- of these in order to have them to carry 
around the house. In her girlhood days she 
frequently attended carnpmeeting and call 
reme~nbcr when as a little maiden she would 
carry her shoes to Sunday-school, putting 
them on just before entering the meeting 
house m d  renloving them after the school 
was adjourned. Such were the pioneer con- 
ditions which surrounded the family at  an 
early day, and hllrs. Hart has 11-itnessed the 
development of the county throughout the 
passing years, taking great interest in what 
has been accomplished and the improved 
methods of work and of l i ~ i n g  ivhich have 
been introduced. 

JOHN GOODIVISE, JR. 

John Goodwine, Jr., resides on sectioil 
I ,  Middlefork township, and is familiarly 
called "Jack" by his numerous friends in 
'/'errnilion county. He is one of the s u b  
stantial farmers and stock dealers of this lo- 
cality and owns and operates a farm of fif- 
teen hundred acres of well impro-i-ed land, 
pleasantly situated within about a mile of 
Potonlac. He is a native son of Illinois, his 
birth having occurred in this county De- 
cember 2, 1838, his parents being John W. 
and Jane (Charlton) Goodwine. -4 sketch 
of the father appears on another page of this 
work. The subject of this review \\-as reared 
to manhood in his native county. spent his 
boyhood days on the old home farm and in 
the common schools he acquired his educa- 
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tion, also attending IVarren Academy in In- 
diana. IVhen about nineteen years of age 
he left home ad started out on his own ac- 
count. He was engaged in herding stock 
and in other n-ork until 1870. 

On the 32d of Deceniber, 1870, hIr. 
Goodn-ine was united in marriage tb Mary 
K. -\lexander, who was born in Lliddlefork 
township and is a daughter of Jolin C. and 
Esther -A lesancler, who were anlong the 
first settlers of the county. The young 
couple began their tlonlestic lite upon a 
farm. Mr. Goodn-ine began to improve the 
p l x e  upon \\-hich he noiv resides. The happy 
married life of the young couple was of 

.short duration, ho~vever. for on the 29th of 
October, 1873, Mrs. Goodwine passed away. 
After her death the husband went west to 
C:olorado, I\-here he reinained until the fol- 
lowing year. returning then to Vermilion 
county. On May 14, 1874. he xvas united 
in marriage to Lidora -4. Lane, a daughter 
or' R. II. and 31ary Lane, \vho came to Ver- 
milion county from Ohio about 1864, the 
daughter being reared and educatecl in this 
ccunty. Mr. Good~vine took his wife to his 
farm whereon he is yet living and at once 
began to cultivate and improve the place. 
Fie commenced here with about five hundre(1 
acre3 of land which was partially improvetl. 
His father has since given him more land 
ancl he has also purchased seven hundrecl 
acres, so that to-day his farm is a very es- 
tensive one. embracing fifteen hundred 
acres. H e  has erected a good and substan- 
tial residence. commodious barn and out- 
buildings, has planted an orchard, has tiled 
and fenced his place, having over thirty-five 
miles of tiling on the farm. In co~~nection 
with the cultivation of grain he is engaged 
in raising and feeding stock, fattening on an 
average of from one to two hundred head of 
cattle anilually and also a large number of 

hogs. IIe  is now making a specialty of 
short-horn and double standard polled Dur- 
ham cattle and has a nice herd of some sev- 
enty-five head. H e  also has a new breed of 
Flogs called "-lmerican thin rind swine." 
Thev are very prolific and good feeders ancl 
his stock has always found a ready sale on 
the market. Mr. Goodwine is one of the 
first breeders of this stock of hogs in the 
countr!- and also one of the most estensive. 
Some of his hogs lvere placed on eshibitioil 
at the C!iicag-o Interstate Sivitle Shoiv. rn 
December, I go 1 ,  ~vhere he took a good illanv 
premiums. 

The l-rotne of Mr. Goodn-ine was blessed 
with one daughter. born of his first mrtr- 
riage. -Anna, now the wife of L. D. I,at?e. n 
fanner of Vernlilion co~tntj-. Te:1 c?iilclre:~ 
graced the second marriage. but they lost 
three of the number. Those s~il l  living are 
as folloivs : John Itr.. who is cashier of the 
Goodn-ine Bank a: Armstrong, of ~~I-hich our 
suljject is tl,e o~vner:  \17ill;ur H., who is 
marl-ied and resides on a farm in Xidtllefork 
ton-~isliip: Ulysses S., Cora. Everett. Vesta. 
and I'I'ayne. all at home. The children de- 
ceased are. Xora, who died at the age oi 
eight years, ant1 villa. at the age of two, 
lvhile one diecl in infancy. The first two 
passed an-aq- in 1886, dying of diphtheria 
only fcur clays apart. Politically l l r .  Goocl- 
\vine was iormerly identified with the Re- 
pt!hlican party iol- a tlumber of years. He 
has ever been a stanch ten~perance man and 
a believer in the l>rinciples of prohibition and 
for a number of years he has now been iden- 
tified lvith the Prohibition party. H e  has 
never wxitect or sought office, preferring to 
give his attention to his far~ning and exten- 
sive busi:less interests. In the fall of 1992, 
however, he was the Prohibition nominee 
for  the legislature. Mr. Goodxine has been 
a resident of Vermilion county almost con- 
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tiiluously for nearly fifty-four years and has 
witnessed the wonderful growth and devel- 
opment of the county. He has seen the 
swamps and sloughs drained, the prairies 
broken and fenced, the roads constructed 
and the to\vcs built up. Jamesburg is built 
on the farnl where he was born, in Blount 
township. Mr. Goodwine has always been 
a loyal and progressive citizen and at the 
time of the Spanish--American war he be- 
gan raising a company, of which he was t:) 
have been captain, but was disappointed in 
his patriotic desire on account of the sutf- 
den termination of the war. He is well 
known in Danville and throughout the coun- 
ty as a inan of tried integrity and worth, 
who has met with splendid success in busi- 
ness affairs and everything that he under- 
takes he carries forward to successful corn- 
pletion. He has thus become one of the sub- 
stantial business men of the township. In 
all trade transactions he has ever been found 
honorable and trustworthy and those who 
know him-and his friends are many-en- 
tertain for him high regard. 

JAMES KNIGHT. 

James Knight, deceased, was for nlany 
years numbered among the leading and hon- 
ored citizens of Danville, where he con- 
tintzed to make his home until called to his 
final rest. He lvas born on the 12th of May, 
1832, at Rouse Point. Clinton county. Sew 
York, his birthplace being near Lake Cham- 
plain, and he was a son of Dr. Janles and 
Alice (Henderson) Knight, who were na- 
tives of Edinburg. Scotland. whence they 
emigrated to America after their marriage. 
locating at Rouse Point, New York. The 
father, WIG \\:as a physician, engaged in the 

1 2  

practice of his profession there up to the 
time of his death. Our subject was the only 
son of the family to come to Vermilion 
county, b11t he has one brother, Ale-xander 
Knight, who came to this state and is now 
living in Centralia, Illinois. -Inother 
brother brother, Robert Knight, is a resident 
of Vancouver, British Columbia. 

Our subject acquired his early education 
in the common schools of his native state 
and there grew to manhood. Coming west 
in 18.j7 he first located in Springfield, 11- 
linois, and soon afterward became identified 
with the building of the JVabash Railroad, 
being overseer of construction for a time- 
In 1858 he took up his residence in Dan- 
ville and had charge of a construction train 
here for a few years until the completion of 
the road in this section. In the capacity of 
of conductor he ran the first train into Dan- 
ville over the lYabash road, his run for 
some time being betn-eeri this place and - 
Quincy and later between Danville and To- 
ledo. He remained in the train service until 
186 j, when he was made station agent for 
the same company at Danville, and held that 
position for several years. On leaving the 
railroad company Mr. Knight embarked in 
the boot and shoe business. which he carried 
on for some time and later turned his atten- 
tion to real estate, buying and selling all 
kinds of city property in Danville. but his 
last days were spent in retirement from 
business at that place. 

In 1860 Mr. Knight was married in 
Da11vilIe to Miss Mary Elizabeth Probst, 
who was born in this city. December 20, 

1536. and is a daug11ter of Jalnes and Nancy 
(Barnes) Probst. natives ~f Pennsylvania 
and Kentucky, respectively. Her father 
came to Danville at a veq early day when the 
Indians were still numerous in this locality. 
In his younger years he followed the tail- 
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or% tmde, but later discontinued business in 
order to devote his entire time to his official 

- duties. For some time he served as constable 
in Danville and subsequently filled the office 
of sheriff of Vermilion county for a number 
of years and also county treasurer. After 
leaving office he lived retired up to the time of 
his death. He was a very prominent and high- 
ly respected citizen of Danville, with whose 
interests he was closely identified for many 
years. LTnto Mr. and Mrs. Knight were 
also born three children, as follows : Charles 
F., who now holds a position with the Lartz 
Wall Paper Company, of Chicago, and re- 
sides in that city; Alice, wife of B. H. Bab- 
bit, business manager for the Albert Peats 
Wall Paper Company, of Chicago; and 
Grace, who is at home with her mother. The 
family have a beautiful home at 204 Frank- 
lin street and occupy an enviable position in 
the social circles of Danville. 

In politics Mr. Knight was a staunch 
Republican, but he never cared for the hon- 
ors or emoluments of public office. Socially 
he was connected with the R4asonic order, 
being a charter member of the Commandery 
of Danville, and was also a Knight of 
Honor and was a prominent member of both 
lodges. In 1863 he went to California and 
was identified with railroad work. After 
a useful and well spent life he passed quietly 
away on the 22d of October, 1900, honored 

m 

and respected by all who knew him. In busi- 
ness affairs he was prompt, energetic and 
notably reliable, and generally carried for- 
ward to successfill completion whatever he 
undertook. At his death he left consider- 
able property which his widow still owns. in- 
cluding several b~lsiness blocks on North 
street near the Aetna Hotel, the Byers block 
and also much valuable property on Walnut 
street and sixteen and a half acres near Lin- 
coln Park. Those who knew Mr. Knight 

intimately speak in unqualified terms of his 
sterling integrity, his honor in business and 
his fidelity to all the duties of public and 
private life. His death occasioned the deep- 
est regret throughout the community and 
Danvilie thereby lost one of its most valued 
citizens. Mrs. Knight is a member of the 
Presbyterian church and is a charming lady 
\\-hose ,gracious manner wins her many 
friends. 

+c= 

SAMCEL BLACK. 

Samuel Black is a retired farmer living 
in Fithian. He was born in Warren coun- 
ty. Indiana, August 30, 1837. His grand- 
father. John Black. 11-as a native of Pennsyl- 
vania and served his country as a loyal sol- 
dier in the b a r  of 1812. At an early day 
he came to Kentucky and in the year 1834 
he v:as ki!led by an elephant while attending 
the circus at Coving-ton, Indiana. James 
Rlack. the father of our subject, 1vas born 
in I<entucky and in early manhood went to 
Indiana, where he became acquainted with 
and n-edded Eliza Ann Odell, a native of 
Ken. York. ~ i - l ~ o  was descended from Hol- 
lantI ancestry. They- located upon a farm 
in IVarren county. Indiana, where . James 
Black devoted his time and attention to ag- 
ricuitural pursuits until 1856. H e  then 
came to Vermilion county, settling in Oak- 
n-ood ton-nship, three miles northwest of 
Fithian. I'urchasing land he lived thereon 
until his death. which occurred in 1894. 
His I\-ife had passed away in 1882. They 
were consistent members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church and Mr. Black was first 
a TT?hig in politics and afterward a Repub- 
lican. In their family were ten children. of 
~vhorn four are yet living: John. a resident 
of n~xtler county, Kansas ; Samuel, of this 
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review; Harriet, the wife of William Jen- 
kins. who resides on the old home place 
northwest of Fithian : and Rebecca, the wife 
s f  Oliver Tl~ompson, whose home is four 
miles northwest of Fithian. 

In early life Samuel Black suffered 
greatly from ill health. He is to-day, horn-- 
ever, a man of robust manhood, weighing 
tn-o hundred and forty pounds. In early 
life he engaged in farming and his pur- 
chases of land made him the owner of two 
hundred acres in Oakwood township. 
Throughout his business career he car-ried 

its cultivation and improvement and 
when his labors had brought to him a com- 
fort?.ble competence he put aside farm work 
in ~ 8 9 2  and removed to Fithian, where he 
is now living retired in a splendid home 
which he purchased. 

On the 25th of March, 1858, Mr. Black 
was united in marriage to Priscilla McCarty, 
the \vedding taking place near Muncie, Illi- 
nois. The lady was born in that locality, 
August 14, 1840, a daughter of John and 
bIiriah (Sewell) McCarty, both natives of 
Ohio. They were married in the Buckeye 
state and there lived upon a farm until their 
removal to Oakwood township, Vermilion 
county,, Illinois, about 1840. There they 
lived until called to their final rest, the fa- 
ther passing aivay in 1880 and the mother 
in 1901. He \\;as a Democrat and served 
his fellow to~vnsmen in the offices of con- 
stabIe and justice of the peace. 

Ufito Mr. and Mrs. Black were born 
nine children: IVilliam, who resides in the 
province of Alberta, British Columbia, 
where he follom-s farming. married Mattie 
Mansfield and they have five children. 
Mary Alice is the wife of John McKinney. 
who is serving as deputy sheriff of Cham- 
paign county and resides in Urbana, and 
-they have five children. Minnie became the 

wife of Myron Taylor and afterward mar- 
ried Jesse Blue, a resident of Nebraska, 
by whom she has two children, while two 
two children were born of her first maf- 
riage. Cmrge, who is in the employ of the 
Chicago % Eastern Illinois Railroad Com- 
pany and resides in Danville, married Clara 
Anderson and has three children. Frances 
married Alois Rueb and with .their three 
children they reside in Chandler, Oklahoma. 
James died at the age of fifteen years. John 
married Grace Kirkpatrick and is living in 
Fithian, Illinois. Abbie Florence is the wife 
of VV. 'lV. So\vard and resides h Fith- 
Fan. They have tw70 children. Charles 
is married and has one child. His home is 
now in Collins, Iowa. In February, 1891, 
Mr. Elack \vas called -upon to mourn the 
loss of his first wife, who was laid to rest 
in Stearns cemetery. On the 27th of No- 
vember, 1894, in Catlin, Illinois, he wedded 
Mrs. Jennie (Kistler) Harper, who was 
borli in Pennsylvania in 18 jot a- daughter 
ot' 3:. F. Kistler, a native of the same state. 
By her first marriage she had one son, 
Charles Harper, 1.1-ho is now residing in 
Catlin. Mrs. Black was one of a family of 
eight children born of her father's first mar- 
riage and by his second marriage there mere 
two children. 3ir. Kistler was a Republi- 
can in politics and was a member of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian church. 

\P-hen the country became involved 
in civil war, Mr. Elack laid aside d l  per- 
sonal considerations, and in Aups t ,  1861, 
enlisted in Company F, Twenty-sixth Illi- 
nois lToIunteer Infantry. When his first 
term expired he re-enlisted in the same com- 
pany and regiment and during his four 
years' service participated in fifty-four bat- 
tles. These included the siege of Atlanta, 
the siege of Corinth and the battles of Cor- 
inth, Caldsboro, Holly Springs, Island No. 
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10, Jackson, Illississippi, Kenesaw Mount- milion county, Illinois. The father was 
* sin, Mission Ridge, Resaca and Vicksburg. married a second time and had nineteen 

He was also with Sherman on the cele children altogether. Mr. Robertson of this 
brated march to the sea and was in the review has one sister living. Mrs. Delilah 
grand review at Washington, D. C. Al- Starr, the widow of Solomon Starr. She is 
though in so many engagements, Mr. Black the second survivor of a family of ten chil- 
was fortunately never wounded or injured dren. When the Robertsons came to 11- 
in any way. I t  is estimated that he marched linois they made the journey overland in an 
six thousand nine hundred and thirty-one old time "prairie schooner," camping out by 
miles during his service. The war having the wayside at nights. Our subject waded- 
ended he was mustered out on the 22d of the Wabash river driving the stock through. 
July, 1865, and finally discharged at  When they arrived here deer was plentiful 
Springfield, Illinois. and there were many prairie chickens, 

Mr. Black sometimes supports the Re- cranes, ducks and wild turkeys. Hunting 
publican party and at other times votes the and fishing were sports in which the settlers 
Prohibition ticket, being a strong temper- might easily indulge and find good reward 
ance man. He  served as road commissioner for their expenditure of time. Zachariah 
one term but has never been a politician in Robertson, Sr., lived to be ninety-four years 
the sense of office seeking. He belongs to of age, dying in Kewell township on the land 
the Methodist Episcopal church and is serv- where Bismark now stands. There his wife 
irrg as one o i  its trustees. In the enjoyment also passed away. Mr. Robertson entered 
of a well earned rest, he is now living re- forty acres of land and upon this he built 
tired in Fithian and is one of the respected a log cabin. He  was numbered among the 
citizens of that locality. pioneers who felled the forests and broke the 

prairie, thus paving the way for civilization 
A - , C- and laying the foundation for the present 

progress and prosperity of the county. 
ZACHARIAH ROBERTSON. Zachariah Robertson of this review pur- 

sued his education in one of the old time log 
Zachariah Robertson has reached the schoolhouses in which an immense fire- 

eightieth milestone in life's journey and to- place occupied an entire end of the room. 
day he is numbered among the highly re- The seats were formed of slabs, resting upon 
spected citizens and pioneer settlers of Ver- wooden pins and the desks which were used 
milion co~~nty,  his home being on section were similarly constructed. In the summer 
36, Newell township, where he owns one months Mr. liobertson assisted in the work 
hundred and five and a half acres of land. of the home farm. i i t  the age of nineteen 
He was born in Harrison county, Kentucky, years he left school altogether and began 
October I, 1822, a son of Zachariah and working in the neighborhood as a farm 
Elizabeth (Jones) Robertson, who were hand. being thus employed for several years. 
also natives of Harrison county. Zachariah He then rented land for a time and after- 
Robertson, Sr., was a soldier in the Revolu- ward entered fifty-two and one-half acres 
tionary War. When our subject was of wild prairie ior which he had to pay 
twelve years of age the family came to Ver- one dollar and a half per acre. With char- 
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acteristic energy he beg- to break and im- 
prove this and to the property he has added 
from time to time until he now has one hun- 
dred and five and a half acres. He  manu- 
factured his first plow which had a wooden 
mold board and the next was a single shovel 
plow. He first cut his grain with a sickle 
and aftenvard with a cradle. He knew the 
use of a crane from practical experience and 
would light the fire with flint. I t  \\-as the 
custom to always keep a fire burning and if 
it would go out one u-ould often visit a 
neighbor and borrow a little fire. The old 
dipped candles were used for illuminating 
purposes before kerosene was used. When 
the young girls 11-ould go to church they 
11-oulcl carry their shoes until they neared 
the house of worship, when they would sit 
don-n upon a log and put them on before 
entering the meeting. Such were pioneer 
customs and conditions but while the early 
settlers had to endure many hardships and 
privations they also experienced many 
pleasures which are not kno~vn at the pres- 
ent time. Through the greater part of his 
active life Mr. Robertson carried on gen- 
eral farming b ~ ~ t  is no\?; largely living retired, 
leaving the care of his place to his sons. In 
early days he made several trips to Chicago, 
taking produce with him and it required 
twelve days to go and come. He would 
sleep out upon the g r o ~ ~ n d  at night by the 
side of his wagon. There were many 
sloughs and ponds, creeks and rivers to be 
forded. He saw Chicago \&-hen it was but a 
village and Danville a mere hamlet. Church 
was first held in the home of Peter Starr 
and afterward in a log schoolhouse. In his 
father's family there were eleven daughters, 
who aided materially in furnishing the 
family with clothing. Mr. Robertson would 
take the sheep to the creek and wash them 
and after this they were sheared and the 

wool carded, then the daughters would take' 
their place at  the spinning wheel and thus 
the family clothing tvas supplied. Mr, 
Robertson has ever taken a deep interest in 
general progress and improvement, in the 
building of g d  roads, in the establishment 
of churches and schools and in the develop- 
ment of farms. He has served as township 
commissioner of highways and as school 
director and has ever been active and help- 
ful for the general good. 

On the 25th of ,4ugust, 181-3, Mr. R o b  
ertson wedded Xbigail Starr. a daughter of 
Peter Starr. She was born in Preble coun- 
tv. Ohio. July 8. 1824, and by her marriage 
she became the mother of the follo\ving chil- 
dren: Priscilla I., the wife of Jacob Deek; 
Mrs. Rachel Mesmore; Celina, who was 
scalded to death when about seven years of 
age; Jacob, who married Melissa Britting- 
ham ; Peter, who wedded Belle Byers ; Cath- 
erine. the wife of William Cos; Maggie, 
the wife of John Smith; Isaac, who married 
Irene Cox; lVilliam, who wedded Clara 
Ringel; James, who married Rebecca Yhil- 
lips, and died in 1901; Anna, the deceased 
wife of liilliam Chumley; and Delilah and 
Solomon, tn-ins, ~vho died in infancy. The 
mother departed this life December 25,  
1875, when about fifty-two years of age. 
She was a devoted mother. a model wife 
and earnest Christian woman and thus she 
left to her family an untarnished name. Mr. 
Robertson is 11-ell preserved for a man of his 
years. His eyesight and physical faculties 
are scarcely impaired and he possesses the 
vigor of a man of much younger age. He 
has aln-a>-s ~ o k d  the Democratic ticket and 
has long been one of the standard bearers 
of the party in this locality. At  the age of 
sixteen years he became a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and has since 
been identified therewith. serving as a class 
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le-der and as superintendent of the Sunday 
scl~ool for a number of years. He has long 
been numbered among the substantial, hon- 
ored and respected citizens of Newel1 town- 
ship and i i  this volume well deserves men- 
tion. 

A A - - 

HENRY B. KESTER. 

More than a half century ago Henry B. 
Kester became identified with building in- 
terests in Danville and to-day there stands 
in the city a building which he erected in 

- 185 I. Other structures of his building may 
also be seen 'as the visible evidence of his 
life of thrift and industry. At the present 
time he is living retired, making his home 
a t  No. 718 Wayne street. He  came to this 
county on the 2d of May, 1850. 

A native of West Virginia, he was born 
in Clarksburg, that state, May 28, 1828, his 
parents, George and Abigail (Bennett) 
Kester, being also natives of Clarksburg. 
The father there resided until 1831, when 
he removed to Morrow county, Ohio, set- 
tling on a farm which was his home until 
his death. His widow afterward came to 
Vermilion county and spent her last days 
here. Of their eleven children, but four are 
living, the eldest being Henry B. The oth- 

- ers are: Nary, the wife of Thomas Math- 

ews, a resident of Hoopeston, Vermilion 
county ; Russell B., a resident of Vermilion 
county; and Sarah J., the wife of James 
Whitbeck, of Lawrence, Kansas. Those 
who have passed away are: Alexander, 
Josiah, Simon, Milton, IIester A., William 
and Harriett. 

When about three years of age Henry 
B. Kester was taken by his parents to Mor- 
row county, Ohio, where he pursued his 
ed~~cation in the common schools. He then 

learned the carpenter's trade in Mt. Gilead, 
following it at that place for about four 
years. On the expiration of that period he 
came direct to Danville, arriving on the 2d 
of >fay, 1850. He soon secured employ- 
ment as a carpenter and as a contractor was 
early recognized as one of the leading rep- 
resentatives d'f his line of business in this 
city. He erected some of the first buildings 
here and his patronage steadily increased as  
the years passed by until he employed a 
large force of workn~en to assist him in exe- 
cuting his contracts. 

On the 5th of ;?(/lay, 1853, Mr. Kester 
was united in marriage to Catherine 
Umphenour, who was born near her hus- 
band's boyhood home in ?Vest Virginia. 
Her father, George Umphenour, mas an 
early settler of Danville and followed farm- 
ing in this locality until his death. Seven 
children have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Kester: Charles Edward, who died in in- 
fancy ; George Franklin, deceased ; Albert 
Eugene, who married Martha Lynch and is 
a carpenter of Danville; Henry Len-is, who 
died in childhood; Francis E., who mar- 
ried Flora E. Ailsworth and is a train dis- 
patcher on the Liiabash Railroad at Deca- 
tur, Illinois; and George ?V. and Minnie, 
who died in childhood. 

After his marriage Mr. Kester contin- 
ued contracting and building until the 6th 
of February, 1865, when he joined Com- 
pany E, One Hundred and Forty-ninth Illi- 
nois Regiment, under the command of Cap- 
tain Laferty and Colonel W. C. Kcifner. 
This conlpany did garrison duty until after 
thk close of the war and at Dalton, Georgia, 
on the 27th of January, 1566, Mr. Kester 
y a s  honorably discharged. He then re- 
turned to Danville, resumed his former 
business interests here and until his retire- 
ment continuously .followed his trade with 
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2: - ,- the exception of the years 1881 and 1882, himself. On  the 29th of November, 1883, 

which he spent in Florida as a pattern-mak- he wedded Miss Lavina Gibson, who was 
er for the Florida Southern Railroad Com- 
pany. In  1883 he again took up his resi- 
dence in Danville and in connection with 
his building interests he also worked in a 
planing mill here until 1899, when he re- 
tired from business to enjoy a comfortable 
competence which llad been secured through 
indomi table energy, perseverance and close 
application to the work in u-hich, as a J-oung 
tradesman, he embarked. In that year he 
built his present home 11-hiclz he has since 
occupied. H e  has held a few ininor offices 
such as school director, but has never been 
a politician in the sense of office seeking. 
He  votes with the ~emocracy  on questions 
of national i~nportance but at local elections 
votes inclependently of party ties. -1 yrom- 
inent and iniluential member of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church of Danville, he served 
as one of its class-leaders for several years. 
His life history illustrates nlost happily for 
the purpose of this work, that success is not 
a matter of genius but the outconle of judg- 
ille~lt and experience and that an itpright 
character conlmands respect and regard in 
this country 11-hic11 is not hampered by- caste 
or class. 

A - , + 7 

IV. H. Current. ~vho  is engaged in grain 
dealing in Indianola, was born in East Dan- 
ville, on the 4th of September. 1860. a son 
of J. M. C~irrent. He  pursued his educa- 
tion in Danville and in the country schools, 
putting aside his test books \\-hen eighteen 
years of age. H e  afterward devoted his en- 
tire attention to  work upon his father's farm 
until he was t~vent~--three years of age. \I-hen 
he was married and started out in life for 

born in Vern~ilion county, September 13, 
1863, their wedding being celebrated a t  her 
home south\\-est of Fairmount. Her father 
\\-as Thomas Gibson, a native of Marion 
county, Illinois. The home of our subject 
and his wife has been blessed with four chil- 
dren: Bertha 11.. born February I j. 1887; 
Fred F., born July ag. 1889; Clara I.. born 
- \ L I ~ I S ~  I j. 1893 ; and Seyn~our 11.. born 
-August 24, 1896. 

-After his marriage Mr. Current located 
on a farm near the old !lome place and there 
resided continuouslj- until  IS^. when he re- 
moved to Fairmount where he worked for 
his father, who was ellgaged in the grain 
trade. In 1899. hen-ever. his father sold 
out to the firin of Hill & Crow. and removed 
to Homer. Champaign county. Illinois, 
1%-here he is 11011- engaged in the grain trade. 
111 1898 Rlr. Current of this review came to 
Indianola, arriving on the 12th of Decem- 
ber. Here lle purcl~asecl the Dolvney ele- 
vator ancl has since carried 011 the grain 
trade on his 011-11 account. handling a large 
quantity of corn and other cereals each year. 
He o\\-\-ns eighty acres of land four miles 
south\\-est of Fairmount. and his property 
possessioils also include city real estate. H e  
is .liken-ise agent for a number of insurance 
companies and his varied business interests 
are successfully conducted, so that he is now 
regarded as ?ne of the prosperous residents 
of his con~munit\-. Politicallq. he is an earn- 
est Iiepublican and is a member of Ver- 
milion Lodge. Xo. 265. -31. F. A. R I . .  of In- 
dianola. the Benevolent and Protective Or- 
der of Elks. of Dan\-ille, the Xodern IVood- 
men of -\merica and the Fraternal ,Army. 
He  is also connected with the Royal Ameri- 
cans and in ti\-o of these lodges. the Masonic 
and Fraternal -Army, he has filled the office 
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of secretary. He belongs to the Methodist followed that pursuit in order to provide for 
Episcopal church of Indianola and is sen-  his family whom he reared upon a farm in 
ing as one of its trustees and stewards. His Greene county, Pennsylvania. He died in 
life has been quietly passed in the faithful March, 1845, in th prime of life. His wife, 
performance of the duties of public and pri- surviving him for a long period, carefully 
vate life in the direction of his business and reared her family to whom she was a most 
in the promotion of measures or movements devoted mother. A. H. Clutter of this re- 
calculated to advance the general welfare. vien- is one of a family of seven sons and 

seven daughters, all of whom grew to ma- - - ture years and reached advanced ages, al- 
though the subject of this review and one 

A. H. CLUTTER. sister are now the only survivors. she be- 
ing Mrs. Mary Elliott, a widow who is re- 

A. H. Clutter. who is now living a re- siding in Ohio, West Virginia. 
tired life in Sidell. was for many years ac- In the county of his nativity A. H. Clut- 
tively and prominently associated with ter was reared upon his father's farm. He 
farming interests in Vermilion county. He received but limited school privileges, but 
is also numbered among the early settlers of his training in the 11-ork of field and mead- 
Illinois. dating his residence in the state ow was not limited. When a young inan 
from 1855, so that through almost a half he came to the west, arriving in Illinois in 
century he has been a witness of the develop- 1855. He joined his three brothers who hat1 
ment and progress which has placed this previously located in Vermilion county and 
great common~~~ealth in the front rank of the here he began work as a farm hand for one 
galaxy of states which forms the Union. of his brothers by svhom he was employed 
Mr. Clutter is a native of Pennsylvania. his for three years, at 'feeding and caring for 
birth having occ~~rrecl in Greene county, the stock. In August, 1861, Mr. Clutter 
January I, 1840. His father. ,4braham and there took charge of the home fan11 
Clutter, was born in Washington county. which he continued to operate for eighteel1 
Pennsylvania, in 1785, and the grandfather years, purchasing the interest of the other 
of our subject, John Clutter, was a native of heirs in the old homestead which he suc- - 
New Jersey and served his country as a sol- cessfully conducted. He 11-as married in 
dier in the war of the Revolution. The Greene comltp in October, 1863, to Miss 
family is of German lineage and was found- M:- A'liller, who was born, reared and ecitl- 
ed in New Jersey at a very early epoch in cated there and engaged in teaching prior 
American history. From his native state to her marriage. Her father, Joseph Miller, 
John Clutter removed to Pennsylvania was one of the early settlers of Greene 
where he lived to the ripe old age of ninety county. 
years. Abraham Clutter was there reared i n  18S1 Mr. Clutter returned to Vermil- 
to manhood, and after reaching years of ma- ion county, Illinois, and located on the Asa 
turity he wedded Lydia Winget, a native of Daniels farm near Armstrong, superintend- 
Ohio and a daughter of Stephen Winget, ing that place. Subsequently he became su- 
who removed from Ohio to Pennsylvania. perintendent of the Hiram Sibley farms in 
A farmer by occupation, Abraham Clutter Vermilion county. acting in that capacity 
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for six years. He then rented land and en- 
gaged in fanning on his own account until 
1895, when he purchased a lot in Sidell 
a ~ l d  erected thereon a nice residence. He 
afterward sold that property and he has pur- 
chased and improved other property. - i t  
the present time he is living retired. enjoying ' 
a 11-ell merited rest, for his life has been one 
of industry and earnest toil. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Clutter n-as 
blessed with ten children, of whoin two sons 
and three daughters are yet living : Joseph 
Reed, who resides in North Dakota upon a 
farm. and is married, and has two daugh- 
ters and a son; Nevada, the wife of Robert 
Phillips, a druggist of Sprin,&eld, Illinois ; 
Fannie, the wife of &I. E. Pancoast, a con- 
tractor and builder of Danville, by whom 
she 113s two sons and a daughter; John, a 
resident farmer of Sidell ton-nship, 11-ho is 
married and has two sons; and Nettie, XI-110 
is occcpyi~lg n bu;iness position in Omaha, 
Neb!-:&a; Thornas Miller, XI-110 was edu- 
cated in this county and was one of its SLIC- 

cessful teachers. He died January 27, 1903, 
a t  the age of twenty-three. lacking three 
weeks. Of the children n-110 have passed 
away, the first born died at the age of four 
pears. 'tvilliatr. died ar: the age of eighteen 
years. Jennie gre2v to mature years and 
passed away at the age of twenty-four. Ida 
became the wife of James Morrison and died 
a t  the age of twenty-eight years. 

Politically Mr. Clutter has been a life- 
long Democrat. having cast his first presi- 
dential vote for General George B. hlc- 
Clellan in 1564, and for each nominee of 
the party since-that time. In local elections 
hon-ever, he has always been independent, 
supporting the men 11-hom he thinks best 
qualified for office regardless of party aftili- 
ations. He was elected and served for one 
term 2s a member of the town board. filling 

the position for three years, and he is now 
sen-ing as police magistrate of Sidell. He 
also served for a number of years on the 
school board and did effective service in pro- 
moting the cause of education. Forty- 
seven years ago he came to Illinois. casting 
in his lot among the early settlers of Ver- 
milion county at a time when the work of 
progress and improvement had scarcely 
been begun here. There were large herds of 
deer and venison was no rare dish upon the 
board of the early settlers. There were also 
wild geese and other 11-ild game, and 11-olves 
were frequently killed, but all these have 
disappeared and the swamps and sloughs 
have been drained. the prairies broken and 
fenced and the work of cu!ti\-ation carried 
on until now this is one of the garden spots 
of the great state of Illinois. famed through- 
out the nation as an acgricultural district. 
He has also witnessed the introduction of 
the railroad, the telegraph and telephone. 
and along many lines of improvement and 
progress he has assisted materially, taking 
a deep interest in what has been accom- 
plished here. 

A - L  

7 - 7 

MRS. ANN E. SMITH. 

For almost sisty-nine years this lady has 
made her home in Vermilion county and has 
therefore uitnessed nearly the entire gro\\-th 
and development of this section oi the state, 
her iarnilj- being pioneers here. She has 
seen the ~vild lands transformed into fine 
farms, 1%-hile to~vns and villages have sprung 
up and developed into flourishing cities with 
all the lusuries and advantages of the older 
east. 

Mrs. Smith is the widow of Ed\\-in 
G. Smith, who was also one of the early set- 
tlers of the county, having located here in 
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1848. He was a native of England, born 
in 1825, and was a son of Joseph Smith, who 
was also born in that country and with his 
family came to America in 1845. On land- 
ing in this country he made his way direct to 
Vermilion county, Illinois, where he en- 
gaged' in farming until his death. 

Edwin Giles Smith was reared and edu- 
cated in his native land, being nearly grow 
on the emigration of the fanlily to the neu- 
world. He had previously learned the 
blacksmith's trade and after coming to Dan- 
ville, he .followed that occupation through- 
out the remainder of his life. but he was not 
long permitted to enjoy his new home as he 
died on the 5th of October, 1854, at the early 
age of twenty-nine years. His political sup- 
port was all\-ays given to the Democratic 
party. He was a very industrious, energetic 
and enterprising man and had already at- 
tained a fair degree of success when called 
to the world beyond. 

In Danville \\-as celebrated the marriage 
of Mr. Smith and Miss Ann E. Greggson, 
who was also born in England, October 24, 
1827, her parents being George and Ann 
(Hazeldine ) Greggson, natives of the same 
country, where the father was employed as 
a shepherd. In 1834 he brought his family 
to  -America and took up his residence in Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, where he died the 
follo\x-ing year. Of the two children born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Smith, Charles E., the 
older, died in October, 1854. and Edwin G., 
xvho became a prominent druggist of Dan- 
ville, died in 1890. The father was a char- 
ter member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge 
of Danville. and Mrs. Smith is a faithful 
member of the First Methodist Episcopal 
church. She owns and occupies a nice home 
at No. 305 Xorth Haze1 street and has other 
valuable property in Danville, including a 
residence at No. 307 the same street. She 

is widely and favorably known in the city 
where she has so long resided and has a host 
of warm friends who esteem her highly for 
her sterling worth. 

FKAXCIS GAINES. 

Francis Gaines scarcely needs an intro- 
duction to the readers of this volume. He 
was a participant in pioneer events, as well 
as those of later-day progress, and thus with 
the "Past and Present of Vernlilion Coun- 
ty" he has been identified, improving the 
business opportunities which the county has 
offered to its citizens, and in return render- 
ing valuable aid in the work of improvement 
and progress here. For inany years he was 
engaged in general farming and stock-deal- 
ing, but since 1883 has lived retired in In- 
dianola, where he has a conlnlodious and 
pleasant home. His circle of acquaintances 
is a wide one and all \vho know him are glad 
to claim the friendship of this honored man. 

Mr. Gaines is a native of Ohio, his birth 
having occurred in Clark county, near 
South Charleston, July 28, 1823. His 
parents \\;ere Alexander and Mary (Chris- 
pin) Gaines, the former a native of Vir- 
ginia and the latter of New Jersey. The 
Chrispin family was of German lineage and 
the Gaines family in America is descended 
from Irish ancestry and was represented in 
the patriot army during the xvar of the Rev- 
olution. Benjamin P. Gaines, the grandfa- 
ther of our subject, went to Ohio in pioneer 
times, becoming one of the first settlers of 
Greene county. He was a shoemaker by 
trade and would travel from house to house, 
making shoes 'for an entire family, and then 
proceed to the nest house on his route- 
The farmer 11-ould take his hides to the tan- 
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ner, returning home with the tanned leath- 
er, preparatory to the visit of the shoemak- 
er. Benjamin Y. Gaines lived to be about 
seventy-five years or' age and followed his 
trade to the last. 

Alexander Gaines spent his entire life 
in Greene county, Ohio. Settling in the 
midst of a heavily timbered district he be- 
gan to clear a farm. H e  did not follow the 
cultivation of grain to any extent but gave 
his attention to the cattle business, first 
making his purchases in Ohio and later in 
Indiana and Illinois. He  \I-ould come to 
this state, purchase two or three hundred 
head of cattle and theil drive them to the 
east, selling in the markets of either Ohio or 
Pennsylx-ania. l i e  continued to engage ac- 
tively in the cattle business until seventy- 
five years of age, when he retired to pri- 
vate life, having in the meantinle removed 
to Cedarville, Greene county. Ohio. where 

' his last days were passed. H e  died Sep- 
temlxr, 1886, and had he lived another 
month he would have reached the age of 
eighty-six years. He was regarded as one 
of the leading cattle men of Ohio. his excel- 
lent judgment concerning stock enabling 
him to make very judicious investments, 
and thus in his business he prospered. 
Unto him and his wife \!-ere born eleven 
children. of \vl~om six are yet living. but 
none are residents of Vermilion county 
with the esception of our subject and his 
brother Jonathan, ~vho  \\-as the fourth in 
order of birth and is now a resident of Car- 
roll township. Another brother. James. is 
one of the large landon-ners and prosperous 
residents of Edgar county. Illinois. The 
mcther died in 188.2, at  the age of eighty- 
five vears. 

Thc conditions which surrounded Fran- 
cis Gajnes in his youth were those of most 
farmers' boys. He  had, perhaps, more o p  

portunities than some and less than others. 
Altogether his early youth was a period.of 
earnest toil for he was the eldest of the six 
sons of the family and his services were 
needed on the home farm. He  had to  begin 
plom-ing before he was ten years of age and 
he used a 11-ooden mold board to turn the 
furron-s. Illis educational privileges were 
esceedinglj- limited. He had to go two 
miles to school and after wading through 
the sno~v that distance 11-ould sit all day in 
wet boots. The schoolhouse was built of- 
logs and had a puncheon floor. slab benches, 
and a plank placed on pins driven into the 
wall served as a \\-riting desk. There were 
no blackboards arid the test books were 
quite primitive. In one end of the room 
\\-as an irn~lleilse fire-place that xvould ac- 
con~modate a sis-foot log. Mr. Gaines was 
eleven years of age before he mastered the 
alphabet and most of his knowledge has 
been gained through observation. reading 
and experience. but possessing an observing 
eye and retentive memory he became a well 
informed man ere he had been in the busi- 
ness 11-orld many years. -1s a boy and 
youth he \\-as all\-ays busy. His father be- 
Iievecl in keeping his sons employed and 
1\-11en the work of the fields \\-as over they 
were sent into the timber. so that there were 
fen- leisure moments that fell to their lot. 
The o ~ I y  coats \~hic11 Francis Gaines had up 
to the time he \\-as tn-enty-one years of age 
were woven and made by his mother. who 
spun and wove for her entire family. In 
early life the father had learned the tailor's 
trade and after working hard all day he 
\vould return home at night and assist his 
wife in cutting and making clothes for the 
children. 

In February. 1842, Mr. Gaines came 
with his father to  Illinois, visiting Edgar 
and Vermilion counties, where they bought 
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two hundred head of cattle, which they 
drove to market in Lancaster county, Penn- 
syIvania. I t  required about sixty days to 
make the trip to the east. Danville was then 
a little village with few improvements. 
James Gaines and our subject came west in 
1846 and herded a bunch of cattle for his 
father for four months, the father propos- 
ing to give his sons half the proceeds for 
their assistance, so when the cattle was sold 
they found that they each possessed three 
hunclred dollars, having sold them for four- 
teer! dollars and fifty cents apiece. -4s Fran- 
cis Gaines hacl married the year before he 
and his wife started west with four cows and 
twenty head of sheep. They left their Ohio 
home in z'iugust, 1547, accompanied by his 
sister and her husband, who had a similar 
outf;t. On arriving in Verrnilion county, 
Mr. Gaines took up his abode in a house 
which his father had purchased for him a 
short time before. Immediately after his 
arrival he entered forty acres of land and 
his father had purchased eighty acres for 
him. Four years later he bought one hun- 
dred and sixty acres that his father had en- 

mund B., the son, resides near Virginia 
Hill, 3fontana. and has three children, For- 
rest, Raymond and Beulah. Mrs. Gaines 
died on April 20, 1871, and on the 29th of 
October following Mr. Gaines wedded Mrs. 
Josephine Gaines, a daughter of Leonard 
and Catherine ([Baum) Patterson and the 
widow of his brother \ITilliam. The only 
child of this marriage died in infancy. By 
her first husband Mrs. Gaines had a son, 
Frank, who is engaged in farming in Car- 
roll township. He married Ada Kilgore 
and has one child, Buena Lillian. Mrs. 
Gaines was one of seven children and the 
eldest of the three now living, the others 
being : Emma, wife of William Vanneman, 
of Ridgefarm. Illinois; and John Harvey 
Patterson, who resides on the ole1 Patterson 
homestead in Carroll to\vnship. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gaines are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal church of Indianola, to 
which he has belonged for fifty-two years 
ancl for a half century he has been steward 
ancl also a trustee. For inany years he voted 
the Democratic ticket but is now a Prohi- 
bitionist. He  served as school director for 

tered. IIe made his first two payments twelve years, was conlmissioner of high- 
with the proceeds on corn which he solcl at 
twelve and a half cents per bushel, which 
was a good price in those days. Mr. Gaines 
now has three hundred acres of valuable 
land on sections 32 and 33, Carroll town- 
ship. 

On the 27th of November, 1845. Mr. 
Gaines was married to Mary J. McFar- 
land, daughter of Arthur McFarland, one 
of the early settlers of Greene county. Ohio. 
They became the parents of seven children, 
but only two reached mature years. Sarah 
A. is the wife of F. D. Neblick, who is 
farming on her father's land, and they have 
three children, Dale, Mabel and Edith. Ed- 

ways three years, was school trustee six 
years and was elected supervisor but refused 
to serve. Until 1883 ?Mr. Gaines lived upon 
his farm and then built a commodious resi- 
dence in Indianola, which he has since oc- 
cupied. Here through the past twenty 
years he  has lived retired from active busi- 
ness, having for more than a quarter of a 
century been an active factor in the agricul- 
tural circles of the county. His trustworthi- 
ness in business made his word as good as 
any bond ever solemnized by signature or 
seal. and his uprightness in all life's rela- 
tions has commanded for him uniform con- 
fidence and regard. 
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J. -1. INGLES, M. D. 

Yot to h o w  Dr. Ingles, o i  Hoopeston, 
is to argue one's self unknown. He has for 
many years practiced here and his kindly 
manner, deep sympathy and sincere interest 
in his fellow men, combined with his medical 
skill, have made him the loved family phy- 
sician in many a household. He traces his 
ancestry back to 1750, when the famiIy was 
founded in -4merica by representatives of the 
name who came from Scotland to the new 
world. The grandfather of our subject was 
James Ingles who settled in Beaver county, 
Pennsylvania, there carrying on the occupa- 
tion of farming. LVhen the country became 
involved in war with the mother country he 
joined the -American army and fought for 
the independence of the nation. His death 
occurred in Beaver county when he had at- 
tained the advanced age of ninety-three 
years. 

The Doctor's father was born in the 
same county and became - a minister 
of the Associate Presbyterian church. 
As a pastor of that denomination he la- 
bored largely in northern Indiana, but 
his death occurred in Edina, IlIissouri, in 
1864, \$-hen he was sixty-six years of age, 
his birth having occurred in 1798. His wife 
bore the maiden name of Eliza J. Hillis and 
was born in Madison county, Indiana. Her 
father being Judge David Hillis, a distin- 
guished citizen of an early day 11-ho served 
as judge of the circuit court and later rep- 
resented his district in congress. He was a.  
civil engineer by profession and did much 
of the surveying of the state of Indiana, be- 
coming a pioneer settler of Jefferson county. 
Xot only did he render his country service in 
civil life but also in military circles mas he 
known as a defender of the best interests of 
his nation, for he served in the war of 1812- 

He was the onli member of his family who 
ever took a prominent part in politics, but the 
judge was recognized as a leader of public 
thought and action in his community and he 
left the impress of his individuality upon the 
place of his residence. His daughter, hlrs. 
Ingles, died on the 31st of -lupst, 1893, 
when more than eighty years of age. In 
their family were four children. James, J. 
A., Sarah-and Ealy. 

Dr. Ingles, whose name introduces this 
record, attended the district common schools 
of Indiana and worked for his father until 
the spring of 1864, when he started out upon 
an independent business career. IVishing to 
make the practice of medicine his life work 
he prepared for this calling as a student in 
the Starling Medical College, of Columbus, 
Ohio, which he entered in 1868. There he 
remained for two years, after which he be- 
gan practice in southern Illinois, being lo- 
cated for twenty years at Morea. Continu- 
ing his reading he secured a certificate of 
practice from the state board of health in 
1878. On the 19th of September. 1889. he 
came to Hoopeston, where he opened an of- 
fice and has since remained, devoting his at- 
tention to medical and surgical 11-ork. He 
has a fair share of public patronage and his 
ability is being continually au,gmented*by his 
reading and research in the line of his pro- 
fession. 

In Parke county. Indiana. in 1861. Dr. 
Ingles was united in marriage to hiiss -Amy 
S. Ramsay, a native of that state. They 
now have four children, Da-\-id li'.. who is a 
barber. of Portland. Oregon. and married 
Carrie Chaffee: John S.. who is express agent 
on the Illinois Central Railroad at Pa-xton. 
this state and married Marwerite 3lcCoy: 
Harrv E., a plumber. living at home: and 
Amy Grace, the wife of J. F. Mitchell. of 
Oklahoma. 
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The Doctor resides with his wife and son 
on South Market street, where he has a 
pleasant home. In politics he is a Repub 
lican. He  is a member oi  the Tri-County 
Medical Society. For about three months 
he was in the United States service during 
the Rebellion, being connected with the Fi f- 
tieth Missouri Mounted Infantry as a mem- 
ber of Company A, under the command of 
Colonel TVirtz. The regiment was in the 
eastern part of the state, doing scouting duty 
to protect against bushwhackers, being en- 
gaged in chasing Quantrall's band most of 
the time. This was in the latter part of 
1864. The Doctor is a man of many estima- 
ble qualities. His quiet, easy manner is cer- 
tainly an cscellent characteristic for a physi- 
cian, in whom there should be no evidence 
of nervousness or excitability, quiet being an 
essential of the sick room. He  has, too, a 
cheery manner and sunny disposition which 
have rendered him popular with a large cir- 
cle of friends who also know him as a physi- 
cian of worth. 

ANDRETV H. KIMBROUGH, M. D. 

-4mong the citizens of Danville whose 
genuine worth and many excellent qualities 
have endeared them to their fellow men is 
Dr. -Andrew II. Kimbrough, whose position 
in the public regard is not less the result of 
his professional power than of his irre- 
proachable private Iife. The Doctor is a na- 
tive of IIardin county, Kentucky, born on 
the 27th of February, 1823. He  is descended 
from good old Revolutionary stock, his an- 
cestors having taken part in the war which 
brought independence to the colonies. The 
line of descent can be traced back directly 
on  the father's side to General Ethan Allen, 

the distinguished commander of Vermont 
trmps. Richard Calvin Kimbrough, the fa- 
ther of our subject, was a native-of North 
Carolina and became a soldier in the war of 
1813. He was wounded at  the battle of 
Horseshoe Bend, his arm being aImost en- 
tirely severed by the Indians. He was also 
in the battle of New Orleans. It was during 
the progress of the war of 1812 that the 
Kimbrough family was founded in Ken- 
tucky, the settlement being made near the 
birthplace of Lincoln, in Hardin county. In  
that locality resided the family .of Colonel 
hJorrison, who was an uncle of Dr. Kim- 
hrough. Richard C. Kimbrough was united 
in marriage in Hardin county, Kentucky, to 
Jane Morrison. He was a tanner by trade 
and in Kentucky he purchased a farm of one 
hundred and sixty acres which he continued 
to cultivate for some time. At length, how- 
ever, he removed to Edgar county, Illinois, 
where he lived until his death, which oc- 
curred in 1833. In his political affiliations 
he was a Democrat and in his religious faith 
was a member of the Christian church. His 
wvjfe long survived him and died on the 1st 
day of June, 1876. In their family were 
four children, three of whom reached years 
of maturity, but the Doctor is the only one 
who now survives. 

Tn taking up the personal history of Dr. 
Kimbrough we present to our readers the life 
record of one who has a very extensive ac- 
q~raintance in Vermilion county and who is 
honored by all who know him. He was but 
a boy when taken by his parents to Edgar 
cou~itp, Illinois, where he acquired his lit- 
erary education. Determining to make the 
practice of medicine his life work, he then 
entered the Jefferson Medical College, in 
which he was graduated in the spring of 
1858. He took up the subject of medicine, 
however, in IS&, and removed to Paris, Illi- 
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nois. He then.practiced for four months. 
. In the year of his graduation he located in 
Georgetown, Verinilion county, and in 1873 
he came to Danville. where he practiced con- 
tinuously and successfully until 1901. \\-hen, 
on account of his age and health. he was 
compelled to retire. He ever kept abreast of 
the times with the best thinking men of his 
profession. He read and studied extensive- 
Iy and had the ability to apply with accuracy 
and benefit to his fellow men the knowledge 
that he had acquired. He is a member of the 
Vermilion County Medical Society,' the 
State Medical Society, the National Medical 
Society and he was one of the charter mem- 
hers of the Vermilion County Medical So- 
ciety. The Doctor has been very prominent 
in the Odd Fellows fraternity of which he 
has been a member for fifty-one years, being 
one of the oldest representatives of the or- 
ganization in the state. For sixteen years 
he was elected high priest of the order and 
for many years he has been a valued repre- 
sentative of the Knights of Honor. In pol- 
itics he is now a warm Democrat and while 
he has always kept well informed on the is- 
sues and questions of the day he has always 
refused to accept public office. preferring to  
devote his time and energies to his business 
affairs which have been of an important 
character and extensive proportions. 

On the 14th of March. 1847. near Mar- 
shall, Clark county, Illinois. the Doctor was 
united in marriage to Miss Sarah Ashmore, 
who \\-as born in that county April 10. 1820. 
a daughter of Amos Ashmore. whose birth 
.occurred at Greenville, Tennessee. Her 
mother bore the maiden name of Patience 
McGuire, and mas a native of Marion. Penn- 
sylvania, in which place she was married. 
Mr. Ashmore was the first white child born 
i n  Greenville and lived in an old cabin there. 
H i s  father entered eleven hundred acres of 

land on Dilck river, in Kentucky. but lost it 
through war claims. The great-grandfather 
of Mrs. Ki~nbrough was a professor in the 
University of Edinburg. in London, and a 
church and street of that city were named in 
his honor. Her grandfather was born in 
London to which place his parents had re- 
moved from Scotland. Her grandfather 
hlcGuire was born on the ocean when his 
parents were crossing the ,Atlantic to Amer- 
ica. They were strong Catholics and fled 
from the Emerald isle during the period of 
the persecution of the Irish people. Both the 
paternal and the maternal grandfather of 
Mrs. Iiimbrough served in the Revolution- 
ary war under Washington. Her father was 
an own cousin of Sam Houston. the libera- 
tor of Texas, and was said to resemble him 
greatly in personal appearance. -4 farmer 
by occupation, he also engaged in taking 
contracts for the constructior~ of public 
roads. For a time he resided near Neivman, 
Tennessee, but before the birth of his daugh- 
ter he removed to a place five miles from 
Terre Haute. Indiana. thence going to Clark 
county. Illinois. Later he becanle a resident 
of Georgeto~\-n, Vermilion count?-. and died 
in Elu-ood township in 1563. at the age of 
eighty-one years. His wife had passed away 
in 1861. In his political faith he \vas a Jack- 
son Detnocrat and in religious belief was a 
Presbyterian. Mrs. -4shrnore had four 
brothers who were Presbyterian ministers. 
One of these, Rev. Stephen Balch. \\-as chap- 
lain of the first congress that convened after 
the election of George ll'ashington to the 
presidency of the United States. At his 
death his reniains \%-ere interred in the Con- 
gressional cemetery at IVashington. Mrs. 
-4shmore is also a distant relative of Gen- 
eral IVayne and it is said personally re- 
sembled him. Air. Ashn~ore in the paternal 
line was a lineal descendant of Re\-. IVither- 
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- \spoon, a Presbyterian minister and one of 
the signers of the Declaration of Independ- 
ence. Mrs. Kimbrough now recounts many 
events of the Revolutionary war which she 
heard from her own people and if written 
would make a very interesting volume. She 
says that the Indians were very numerous in 
this state during her early girlhood, and she 
was personally acquainted with a number of 
noted chiefs, including Killbuck who traded 
with the ivhites. She came to Vermilion 
county in  1858 and from that time forward 
has been a resident of this portion of the 
state. She was one of a family of ten chil- 
dren, three sons and seven daughters, but 
only three of the number are now living: 
Margaret, who is the widow of Rev. Isaac 
Bennett and resides in St. Louis, Missouri; 
Mrs. Kimbrough; and Mary, the widow of 
Rev. Preston W. Thompson and a resident 
of Macomb, Illinois. Unto the Doctor and 
his wife have been born three children : Lau- 
ra, at home; Eugene R. E. and Ardilla. The 
son has been a member of the state legisla- 
ture for two terms-1878 and 1879, and was 
mayor of Danville for one term. When he 
was but a boy he said he was going to have 
three diplomas and he won the first from 
Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College, of 
Chicago, the second from the State Univer- 
sity in 1873 and the third upon his admission 
to the bar. He was one of the leading ora- 
torical contestants in the State University. 
He married Julia C., a daughter of Senator 
Tincher, and they reside in Danville, where 
he now owns a half interest in the Temple 
building. Their only child is deceased. 

Dr. Kimbrough and his wife celebrated 
their golden wedding anniversary on the 
16th of March, 1897, when they were ten- 
dered a rr~apificent reception at their beauti- 
ful residence by relatives 2nd friends who 
presented them with more lovely and costly 

tokens of esteem than have ever been given 
at a wedding party in Danville. Guests to 
the number of one hundred and thirty were - 
assembled and the occasion was a most en- 
joyable one. For the past twenty years this 
worthy couple have attended the Presbyte- 
rian church and they are now living in their 
attractive home in Danville and in the even- 
ing of life are surrounded by many warm 
friends and by all that goes to make life 
comfortable and worth the living. Devoted 
to each other as they were in the days of their 
courtship, their mutual love and confidence 
has increased as the years have gone by and 
none of the older couples of this city are held 
in higher esteem or are more greatly beloved 
by their friends than are Dr. and Mrs. Kim- 
brough. - 
- 

ABRAHAM MMRNN, SR. 

While Danville is indebted to the men 
of the present for what they are accornplish- 
ing for her welfare and further upbuilding 
she can never repay the debt of gratitude 
which she owes to the pioneers of the coun- 
ty, the men who coped w i ~  the natural 
conditions, who bravely faced the hardships 
and difficulties'ever incident to frontier life 
and who laid broad and deep the founda- 
tion for the present progress and prosperity 
of this section of the state. In the year 
1832 Abraham Mann, Sr., his way 
into the interior of Illinois, here to bear an 
important part in the founding of the coun- 
ty, and yet he ~vas  not the first of the name 
who penetrated into the wild of the Missis- 
sippi valley a id  aided in opening up this 
great section of the country for the uses of 
civilization. His father had preceded him 
into the central section of the country and 
these honored pioneers wrought along lines 
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of the greatest good, not only for their own 
generation but for their posterity. 

John Mann, the father, was a native of 
England and came to America when this 
country was still counted among the coIonial 
possessions of Great Britain. He belonged 
to a London firm dealing in paints and oils, 
and in the interest of the firm he came to 
the new world, locating first in New Or- 
leans. From that point he penetrated into 
the interior at an epoch when few settle- 
ments had been made upon either side of 
the Jlississipyi from the source to the 
mouth. However, he proceeded up the Fa- 
ther of Waters in a canoe, passed stretches 
of country that c~tended along the river 
bank for miles unmarked by any habitation 
or indication of the ownership of the white 
race. He was one of the first to make his 
way up the stream and he penetrated into 
the interior of the country as far north as 
St. Anthony's Falls, which later became St. 
Paul, Minnesota, trading with the Indians 
and shipping his cargoes down the Missis- 
sippi to the Crescent City. After the Revo- 
lution congress gave him grants of land in 
Louisiana and New York to the amount of 
thirty thousand acres to compensate him for 
the losses which he suffered because of the 
hostilities. Later he returned to England 
and spent his last days in London. 

Unto John Mann and his wife Elizabeth, 
on the 4th of October, 1785, was born a son 
to whom they gave the name of Abraham. 
The place of his nativity is Leighton-Buz- 
zard, Bedfordshire; England, and in that 
country he was reared and educated, be- 
coming connected with agricultural pur- 
suits, which he followed continuously until 
his emigration to America in 1832. The 
new world, which had attracted his father, 
also proved of interest to him, and desirous 
of making his home beyond the water he 

1s 

sailed 114th his family for the United States, 
taking passage at Liverpool on a sailing 
vessel which after a voyage of seven weeks 
reached the harbor of New York. From 
that place he started inland, in company 
with his brother-in-law, Joseph Smith. 
They made their journey by way of the 
Great Lakes to Detroit, Michigan, it-here 
they purchased saddle horses and rode 
across the country to Vermilion co~mty, 
settling near Dandle, which \Tias then b ~ ~ t  
a hamlet. For miles around stretched the 
mild prairie, most of it still in possession of 
the government, and Mr. bIann entered a 
claim of six hundred and forty acres, on 
which he built a pioneer home-a log cabin 
-that stood near the present residence of 
his son ~mtil a few years ago. In the meant- 
time, however, a commodious and attractive 
fraine residence had been erected and into 
this the family moved, theirs being one of 
the fine country seats of the county. The 
work of cultivation, developinent and im- 
provement \\;as pushed forward rapidly up- 
on the farm under the supervision of Mr. 
Mann, and as he fot~nd opportunity he en- 
tered other land from time to time until 
he had several thousand acres. He brought 
with him to the new world the advanced 
ideas of farming of the old country and 
combined with this was his ready adapta- 
bility to new conditions and surrot~ndings. 
He not only kept abreast wit11 the times 
but was a leader in the lvorking of advanc- 
ing agricultural interests and \Tias equally 
prominent in regard to affairs per- 
taining to the upbuilding of the county. 

Ere 1ea;ing his native land Mr. Mann 
was ~~nitecl in marriage to Miss Mary -4nn 
Smith, who was born in England, April I j, 
1791, a daughter of Thomas and Mary 
Smith, also horn in the same country. Her 
father died September 8, 1839, at the age of 
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sixtyeight years and nine months. Unto 
Mr. and Mrs. lfann were born four chil- 
dren: Mary Ann, born in Leighton-Buz- 
zard, England, July 14, 1823, died Febru- 
ary 5, 1890. Abraham is the only surviv- 
ing member of the family and his sketch is 
given in this work. John Thomas is also 
represented elsewhere in this volume; and 
Katherine was the fourth member of the 
family. 

It \vould be almost impossible to give 
a cornplete account of what &$braham Mann, 
Sr., did for Vermilion county. Aside from 
his work in bettering agricult~~ral condi- 
tions here, he labored earnestly and effect- 
ively for the general welfare along moral, 
intellectual and social lines. He burned 
the brick to build a residence upon his farm 
but as th&e was no church in the locality. 
he used this brick for the erection of the 
chapel which still stands on the homestead 
premises. It is nicely equipped and church 
services are still held therein. In religious 
faith he was a Methodist and he took an 
active interest in the work of the church 
and the extension of its influence, con- 
tributed generously to its support and by 
precept and example taught the power of 
Christianity. He would never consent to 
hold public office, although in every other 
way possible he labored to benefit the coun- 
try and promote its upbuiiding. A man of 
considerable artistic taste, he delighted in 
the beautiful works of art and when but a 
boy he displayed considerable skill in that 
direction by drawing a map of England in 
1800. This was done in Bedfordshire and 
is a magnificent piece of work, now in pos- 
session of his son, Abraham Mann. Jr. He  
had b~~siness interests in his native country 
as well as in America, being connected with 
a large company that possessed landed min- 
ing- interests in the new world. 

Mr. Mann died October 19, 1875. at his 
home in this county, and his wife passec! 
away September 13, 1839, both b e i ~ g  in- 
terred in the cemetery on the old family 
homestead. He was a man of sterling rec- 
titude of character and of integrity above 
question, of even temperament, of refined 
character-one in whom nature and culture 
vied in making an honored and interesting 
gentleman. During the formative period, 
the crucial epoch in the history of Vermilion 
county, he stood as the promoter of every 
measure tending to make a firm foundatiorl 
for the later-day progress and improvement 
and the impetus which he gave to all that is 
good, beneficial and noble, is still manife.c.t 
in his influence over the lives of those \vith 
whom he came in contact. 

ESTHER E. BRAXHAM. 

The estimable lady who bears this name, 
is a resident of Indianola, Illinois, and the 
widow of Annanias Branham. She was 
born in illonroe county. Indiana, April I ,  
1839. and in her maidenhood bore the name 
of Esther E. Summet, her parents being 
Jacob and Esther (ICerby) Summet, who 
were the parents of the follotving na~ned 
children : Jeremiah C.. who was killed in 
the Civil war, in 1862: Alice C. Everroad, 
who died inc March. 1886 ; Esther E.. of 
this review: IVilliam -4.. a real-estate dealer 
in Kansas City. Missouri. who have five chil- 
dren : Henry, a stone mason of Neodosha, 
Kansas, who has three children and \\;as a 
soldier of the Civil war: and Emily. n-hb 
died in 1875 and was the wife of James 
Wakefield. a soldier or' the Civil war and a 
farmer by occupation. 

On the 5th of April, 1860, Esther E. 
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Surnmet became the wife of Annanias Bran- 
ham. He, too, mas a native of Monroe 
county, Indiana. Their weclding was cele- 
brated while the tocsin of \var was sounding. 
and a year and a half after their marriage. 
true to the call of his country, Mr. Eran- 
ham left his young wife with her people 
and joined the Twenty-second Indiana Vol- 
unteer Infantry. For three years he served 
his country faithfully and well, and then, 
when his services were no .longer needed he 
received an honorable discharge and returned 
to his home. From Indiana, Mr. and Mrs. 
Branham removed to Edgar county, Illinois, 
in 1870, and in 1875 they settled on a farm 
near Indianola, where they remained until 
Mr. Branham's death, which occurred Xn- 
gust 19, 1894. Mrs. Branham remained on 
this farm until November 26, 1901, when 
she removed to the village of Indianola, 
where she now resides with her three sons, 
Walter, Lawson and Frank. For thirty- 
four years Mr. and Mrs. Branham lived to- 
gether in happy wedded life, sharing the 
joys and sorrows, the prosperity and advers- 
ity which fall to the lot of all. When Mr. 
Branham was called away the comrn~unity 
lost a good citizen and the family a devoted 
husband and father. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Branham 
was blessed with the following children : 
Florence. aged forty-one, is the wife of Ed- 
ward Massie, of Boise. Idaho: Elmer E., 
thirty-seven years of age, married Ella Stew- 
art in December, 1897, and had two children. 
but both are now deceased. Kerby E., tl~ir- 
ty-four years of age and a carpenter of In- 
dianola. married Melinda Martin. April r I; 

19. He served as a soldier of the Spanish- 
American mar. Walter. aged thirty-tn-o 
years. resides at home with his mother. 
Hazel 0. is the wife of George Bq-er. a 

farmer of Georgetown, Illinois. She is 
twenty-eight years of age and they have one 
little daughter, aged six years. Lawson, 
aged twenty-five ye'ars, is a prosperous yow 
merchant of Indianola, and resides at home 
with his mother. Frank, also at home, is 
twe-nty-tivo pears of age. 

For a quarter of a century Mrs. Bran- 
ham has been a resident of Vermilion coun- 
ty: and she has always been highly regarded 
here for her genuine it-orth of character. 
Her sons and daughters are worthy citizens 
of their respective communities and Mrs. 
Branham has the high esteem of all with 
whom she is associated. 

J. J. HEALY. 

,4 large ancl well equipped department 
store of Indianola is the property of J. J. 
Healy, and his business career is one which 
has ever been creditable and honorable. -At 
the same time he has achieved success and 
his lifehistory she\\-s that prosperity may be 
gained through persistent and \%-ell directed 
effort. Mr. Healy was born in Boston. Mas- 
sachusetts. November 2 j. I 8; j. and is a son 
of Patrick and Mary (Tracy) Healy. both 
of whom are nati~es of Ireland, the former 
born in county Tipperary and the latter in 
county Limerick. Their marriage was cele- 
brated in Boston. both having come to Amer- 
ica in the year 184;. The father was em- 
ployed as a stationary engineer in the east 
and aftern-ard removed to Chicago. u-here 
both he and his wife died. his death occurring 
in 1896. while his wife passed 'away in 1893. 
The father was a Democrat in his political 
i e s  In the family of this worthy couple 
were five sons and one daughter, and of this 
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number the following are living: J. J. ; 
William and Thomas, who are employed in 
the Chicago postoffice; and Elizabeth and 
Dennis, who are residents of Chicago. 

J. J. Healy pursued his education in the 
Skinner school of Chicago and from an early 
age was dependent upon his own resources 
for a living. When still quite young he 
worked during the day, attending school a t  
night, thus paying for his own education 
for five years. He had begun work when 
but a youth of nine stlmmers, carrying brick 
for the btlilding of sewers in Chicago on the 
bulkhead. For three years he worked dur- 
ing the summer and attended school in the 
winter. He next went to St. Joseph. Mis- 
souri, when he was fifteen years of age, ancl 
there he continued his educatio:~ at the same 

- time follo\ving any employment that wo~lld 
yield him an honest dollar. His determina- 
tion to secure an education was proof of the 
strong character which would develop with 
the passing years. He engaged in teaching 
school for four years in St. Joseph and then 
returned to Chicago, where he was employed 
as a salesman and bookkeeper in a comrnis- 
sion house on South Water street. After 
filling that position for about two years he 
went to work for F. Salter, with whom he 
ren~ained for fo~l r  years. He continued to re- 
side in Chicago until the latter part of 1882, 
when he came to Indianda, where he en- 
gaged in merchandisiag, This business h. 
has continued to the present time. He has 
a very large department store which is 
heavily stocked with everything found in a 
first class establishment of this character. He 
carries drygoods, boots and shoes, groceries, 
and even farming implements and machin- 
ery, and his patronage is extensive. His 
business methods are such as require no dis- 
gtuse and will bear the closest investigation, 

and because of his honorable dealing and 
his marked industry he has won very credit- 
able success. He has an interest in the opera 
house here and owns an el-t modem res- 
idence which is built in the Queen Anne style 
of architecture and fitted up most tastefully. 

In Chicago on the 15th of September, 
1880, Mr. Healy was united in marriage to 
Miss Emma C. Pattison, of Indianola, Illi- 
nois, who was born in Ohio, November 25, 
1848, a daughter of Elijah =d Mary (Cox) 
Pattison. IIer father was born in Ohio and 
her mother in Vermilion county, Illinois- 
She was a daughter of ~ a m i e l  Cox, who 
came from Pennsylvania to this state and she 
was the first white child born in Vermilion 
cotmtjT. She is now living in Indianola at 
the age of eighty years, and is a very active, 
intelligent lady, still doing her own house- 
work. She became the wife of Mr. Pattison, 
in Indianola; and he afterward devoted his 
energies to farming until his death, which 
occurred in 1875. In politics he was a 
Democrat and he held membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal church. In the family 
of this worthy couple were six sons and 
four daughters : VCT. George, who is vice 
president of the Bohart Livestock Commis- 
sion Company, of Chicago ; Simeon, de- 
ceased; Ed, who resides in Indianola ; - h n a  
E., of Chicago; Emma C., the wife of our 
subject; Franklin and Leander who are resi- 
dents of Indianola; Mary Jane and John, 
both deceased : and Luella, who resides with 
her mother. Mr. and Mrs. Healy have had 
but one child, Anna M., who was born irr 
1882 and graduatecl with the class of  goo 
in the Indianola High School. 

Mr. Healy gives his political support to  
the Democracy and has been honored with 
a number of public offices. He has served as 
township clerk, was also mayor and treas- 
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urer of his town, and is now serving as a 
member of the co~lnty central committee 
from Carroll to\vnship. He was a!so post- 
master of Indianola during President Cleve- 
land's administration, succeeding a man 
who had held the position for tn-enty years. 
H e  belongs to Verrnilion Lodge, No. 265, 
F. & A. M., and their lodge room is in his 
building. H e  is also a member of the 
Modern Woodmen Camp and has metnber- 
ship relations with the Fraternal -Army and 
the Knights of the Globe. When he came to 
Indianola and established his present busi- 
ness he had a capital of onIy one hundred 
and fifity dollars. Since that time he has 
had twenty years' experience and during this 
loag period he has been absent from his 
business altogether but three months ancl five 
days. H e  now OWIIS one of the largest de- 
partment stores in the county and his success 
is due to close application. a thorough un- 
derstanding of trade relations and marked 
enterprise and diligence. 

Abraham Mann, Jr.. living on section 
26, ROSS township, is one of the substan- 
tial farmers and stock-raisers ancl feeders 
of Vermilion county. H e  is, too, one of the 
largest land owners within its borders. hav- 
ing four thousand acres in Ross and Grant 
townships, all of which is wel! improver! 
and valuable. No history of the county 
would be complete without the record of 
his life, not only because of the splendid 
success which he has achieved but also be- 
cause he is one of the honored early set- 
tlers of this portion of the state. having 
resided in the county since 1533. 

He is one of the worthy citizens that 

England has furrushed the Unit& States, 
his birth having occurred in Leighton-Buz- 
zard, Bedfordshire, that country, February 
17, 1829. John Mann, the grandfather of 
our subject. came to the nepr world prior 
to the Revolutionary war and traveled 
through the then largely unexplored west- 
He  made a trip up the AIississippi river in 
a canoe with the Indians and is said to have 
been the first man that penetrated as far 
north on the river as St. -Anthony Falls, 
now St. Paul. liinnesota. -After the Revo- 
lt~tionary war congress gave him grants of 
lands both in Louisiana and Sen- York in 
compensation for losses 11-hich he had suf- 
fered during the period of hostilities. He  
later returned to England and spent his last 
years in 1,cndon. 

Our subject's father. -Abraham llann. 
Sr.. \\-as born, reared and married in Eng- 
land, the lady of his choice being Mary -Ann 
Snlith. He carried 011 farming for a num- 
ber of years on ttle rnerrie isle and four chil- 
dren were added to the family there. He 
then emigrated to the new \\-orld in 1832, 
spending the first winter after his arrival 
in Herkimer, Sell- Then in connec- 
tion with his brother-in-la\\-. Mr. Smith, 
journeyed \vestward to Illinois and selected 
a location for his iamily in Ijernlilion coun- 
ty. Illinois. I-Ie entered six hundred and 
forty acres of lantl \\-here the st~bject of this 
rel-ien- not\- resides and \\-it11 characteristic 
e n e r a  he began breaking the fields and im- 
proving the farm. In a log house. which he 
built. he made his home for several years 
and then replaced the pioneer cabin by a 
good frame house. He also bought more 
land and o~vnecl several thousand acres, 
thus becoming one of the extensive land- 
holders in Vermilion county. H e  was a 
very prominent agriculturist, influentialo in 
p~tblic affairs, as well as successful in pri- 
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vate btlsiness interests and all who knew him bull at  the head of the herd. He is one of 
r-ted him for his genuine worth. He the most extensive and prosperous stock- 
spent his last years m this county and when raisers and farmers of the county and is 
d l e d  to his final rest many friends mourned 
his loss. 

Abraham Mann, of this review, is the 
only survivor of a family of two sons and 
two daughters. He was reared to manhood 
upon the farm where he now resides and 
when a little lad of ten or twelve years he 
returned with his parents to England, where 
he was placed in school at Biggelswade, 
where he completed his course. Previous 
to this time he had purs~zed his education 
in Crax4-fordsville, Indiana. The family re- 
mained in England for about four years 
and then again came to the United States, 
taking up their abode on a farm here. .*4f- 
ter the father's death our subject and his 
brother John took charge of the old home 
place and the business and together carried 
on agricultural pursuits for several years. 
Abraham Mann has since purchased more 
land to the extent of about one thousand 
acres. He  has on his home farm a very 
commodious brick residence, in the rear of 
which stand good barns and all necessary 
o!~tbtlildings for the shelter of grain ancl 
stock. Around his home are beautiful 
shade and evergreen trees and a broad lawn 
which is well kept. He has also planted an 
orchard and the various equipments of the 
model farm of the twentieth century are 
there found. He  also has several other 
farms in Vermilion county, all of which 
are improved with substantial accessories. 
We makes a business of raising and feeding 
stock for the market and ships on an aver- 

a business man of marked ability, far- 
sighted, enterprising and purposeful. He 
is likewise a stockholder in the First Na- 
tional Bank of Danville and one of its 
directors. 

Mr. Mann was married in Vermilion - 
county, J.une 13, 1882, to Miss Margaret 
Ann Dale. a sister of John W. Dale, of Dan- 
ville. Three sons have been born unto 
them : John, who is a graduate of the Ross- 
ville high school; George Dale, a student 
in the Culver Military Academy, of Tn- 
diana; and Ednard Harold, who is a stn- 
dent in the home school. Another member 
of the household is Miss Emma Dale. \\-ho 
has resided with Mr. and Mrs. Mann since 
the death of her mother. 

When the Republican partv sprung in- 
to existence, making the opposition of the 
further extension of slavery its leading is- 
sue, Mr. Mann joined its ranks and has 
since been one of its earnest supporters, 
voting for each presidential nominee of the 
party since he cast his ballot for John C. 
Fremont in 1856. His business interests 
have been too extensive to admit of his tak- 
ing an active part in political work even had 
he so desired and he has never even \vishecl 
for the rewards of office in recognition of his 
party fealty. He has, however. been a 
inember of the school board and has clone 
effective work in behalf of the cause of 
education. He  ancl his wife are members 
of the Methodist Episcopal church. belong- *w& 
ing to WmteChapel, and Mr. Mann takes 

age of from ten to twenty car-loads of cat- a most active interest in everything pertain- 
tle annually and a number of car-loads of ing to the general good along material, 
hogs. He now has a fine herd of social, intellectual and moral lines. 
about .one hundred head of registered , He has been a resident of Vermilion 
shdrt-horn cattle with a fine Cruikshank county during the great part of the time 
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of sixty-eight years and has witnessed the 
marked cFianges which have occ~trred as 
development and go\\-th has transformed 
pioneer conditions into modem progress. 
H e  has seen deer and wild game here in 
great numbers, but these have disappeared 
and no~t- herds of cattle and other domestic 
animals have taken the place of the 11-ild 
ones. Mr. hlann has 11-itnessed the con- 
struction of the roads and of the railroads 
and has seen Danville developed from a 
little village of three houses until it has be- 
come one of the leading cities of the state. 
H e  has seen the mrious farms opened and 
developed and at  all times has gil-en an ac- 
tive co-operation to measures pertaining to 
the general good. --I most successful and 
enterprising busiiless man, he possesses 
keen discrilllination and sound business 
judgment, unflagging industry and strong- 
purpose and these qualities ha\-e enabled 
11im to gain an enviable position anlong the 
respected and ~\-e.althy citizens of Vernlilio~l 
county. 

J. H. RHOTEN. 

J. H. Rlloten. 11-110 is actively engaged in 
gardening and in the cultivation of fruit 
and flowers just outside the city limits of 
Danville, 011-ns a valuable tract of seven and 
one-half acres of land. and in the conduct of 
his business he has become well known for 
his reliability, as well as for the excellence 
of his products. -4s he has a wide acquaint- 
ance-here his life history cannot fail to prove 
of interest to many of our readers. 

J. H. Rhoten was born in Putnanl coun- 
ty. Indiana. June 21, 1846. His paternaI 
grandfather was James Rhoten. 1%-ho was 
a native of England and came to -America 

in colonial days and fought for the independ- 
ence of the country a t  the time of the Rev- 
olutionary- war. He lived to the ripe old age 
of nearly one hundred years. While in the 
sen-ice he experienced all of the hardships 
and privations which befelI the American 
troops and on one occasion he had nothing 
to eat for three days escept two apples. 
Thomas Rhoten. the father of our subject, 
was born in Brown county, Ohio. where he 
spent the first sixteen years of his life and 
then became a resident of Putnam county, 
Indiana. where he attained his majority and 
was married. the lady of his choice being 
Sarah ? i o o l e ~ - .  who n-as born in that coun- 
ty. Mr. Rhoten carried on farming there 
until 1854, \\-hen he removed to Cumberland 
county. Illinois, \\-here he opened up a farm, 
continuing its cultivation for several years. 
About 1869 he came to Vermilion county 
and took up his residence upon a farm near 
Dailville, making it his home throughout his 
remaining days. He died about 1876 at 
the age of seventy years and his wife passed 
away in 1871- 

J. H. Rhoten of this re\-ieu- was a little 
lad of eight summers \\-hen I\-ith his parents 
he came to Illinois and he was reared in 
Cumberland county. this state until seven- 
teen years of age. In r863 he enlisted for 
service in the Union army. joining the Sisty- 
second Illinois Infantry as a member of 
Company G. IVith that command he \vent 
south and joined the n-estern department. 
The first battle in n-hich he engaged was at 
Little Rock. The regiment arrived there af- 
ter a forced march from Tennessee and they 
also did guard duty keeping the -Arkansas 
river open for fifteen months. during which 
time they participated in a number of skim- - 
ishes. Later they were sent to Port Gibson, 
remaining there for six months, and in 
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March, 1566, Mr. Rhoten was honorably 
discharged. He then rmrned home, where 
he remained one year, after which he went 
to Douglas county, Illinois, spending a year 
on a farm there. On the expiration of that 
period he came to Vermilion county, where 
he engaged in farming for two years. He 
next turned his attention to bridge building 
and carpenter work in the employ of the rail- 
road and was thus engaged for nine years. 
Subsequently he was employed in the coach 
building department of the shops at  Danville 
for a similar period, largely doing repair 
work. While thus enawed he purchased the 
land on which his present residence was 
built and in the spring of 1902 he began the 
raising of fruit, vegetables and flowers, 
building a large greenhouse. The new en- 
terprise has already proved a profitable one 
and his patronage in this direction is con- 
tinuously increasing. 

Mr. Rhoten was married in Vermilion 
county, in 1870. to Miss Lucy Martin, a 
native of this county, and a daughter of the 
Rev. Rolla Martin. one of the first settlers 
here, having come with his parents in early 
pioneer times. He was a minister of the 
Christian church and was also prominent il 
public affairs, being elected for two terms to 
the office of cot~nty treasurer. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Rhoten have been born two children 
who are yet living. Jessie is one of the suc- 
cessful school teachers of the county. hav- 
ing been connected with the Tilton school 
for nine years, and Katie is at home. They 
also lost one daughter, Edith, who died at  
the age of two years. The parents and 

' daughters are active members of the First 
Christian church of Danville, taking a help- 
ful interest in its work. In his political af- 
filiations Mr. Rhoten is a Republican and 
no one has reason to question his position on 

any political issue. H e  ig well known in 
this city where his fidelity to duty, his trust- 
worthiness in business and his loyalty in 
friendship have made him a man worthy of 
the esteem and confidence of his fellow men. 

JOHN THORiIAS MANN. 
-- 

The extent and scope of the business in - 
terests n-hich claimed the attention of Mr. 
Mann were certainly sufficient to win for him 
the admiration and respect of his fellow citi- 
zens and yet he gained that regard through 
other qualities as meil, his influence being ex- 
erted in behalf of many- measures which con- 
tributed largely to the public good along in- 
tellectual and moral lines. The work begun 
by his illustrious father was carried on by 
him and his brother and Vermilion county 
has no Inore honored or honorable name upoil 
the pages of its history than that of Mann. 

He whose name introduces this review 
was born at Leighton-Buzzard, Bedford- 
shire, England, January 30, 1831. being the 
second son of the four children of Abraham 
and Mary Mann, 11-ho are represented else- 
where in this work. His education was 
largely acquired in his native country, al- 
though his parents came to the new world 
when he was only about a year old. His 
parents wishing him to en joy educational 
privileges which could not be secured in the 
pioneer district in \~llich they lived, sent him 
back to his native land, where he remained 
as a student for a number of years, master- 
ing the branches of learning which would 
prepare him for the practical and responsi- 
ble duties of a successful business career. 
IVhen his education' was completed he 
once nlore came to America, taking up 
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his residence in the homestead villa, 
which had been erected by his father 
and in connection with his brother, Abra- 
ham Mann, Jr., he entered upon his busi- 
ness career. He  always lived upon the 
old family homestead and the brothers mere 
closely associated in estensive agriculturril 
and commercial pursuits. making a specialty 
of the raising of cattle. John T. Mann be- 
came a great lover of stock and a most es- 
cellent judge of cattle. horses and hogs. He  
learned readily to recognize the fine po i~ t s  
of a domestic animal and he studied closely 
their needs and the conditions n-l~icl~ I\-oulc. 
produce the best grades of stock. He  had 
both a scientific and practical understanding 
of the business and his opinions were re- 
garded as authorit!- on matters relating to 
stock over a wide territory of Illinois. The 

_brothers made extensive purchases and after 
fattening their stock sold to the city markets. 
They bought all over the southern part of 
the state and theil shipped to Chicago. XI-here 
they never failecl to coilln~and the hightest 
market prices because of the escellent coil- 
dition of the hogs. cattle and horses. ~ v l ~ i c i ~  
were sent to the western metropolis from the 
Mann farm. 

Living in Vermilion county in pioneer 
days Mr. Maim couid reinember seeing large 
herds of deer running over the farm. 11-11ile 
wolves were frequentlq- killed and other 
kinds of wild animals were hunted. Vari- 
ous kinds of wild game \\-ere also to be ha(1 
in abundance and pioneer conditions every- 
where existed. The homes of the settlers 
were xvidely scattered and many of the early 
residents lived in log houses, in fact, such 
was the primitive home of the AIann family. 
but after a fen- years it was replaced by 2 

large and pieasant country frame residence. 
John Thoinas Jiann 11-as. united in mar- 

riage to 3liss Ilartha Cable, \\-110 was born 

on the 2 I st of December, I 846, ifi Long Cren- 
dan. Buckinghamshire, England, a daughter 
of Geofge and Elizabeth (Sanders) Cable, 
~vho  were natives of Bedfordshire, Eng- 
land. and came to America in 18 j j, locating 
in Attics, Indiana. where they remained for 
four years. the father there devoting his 
energies to agricultural pursuits. -At the 
end of that time he went with his family to 
Iroquois county, Illinois. where he remained 
for two years and then took up his abode 
in Rossville, this state. I\-hich 11-as his place 
of residence for three years. -At the end of 
that time Ire removed to Salt Fork. near 
Danville, where he lived for thirteen years, 
nest becoming a resident of Hoiner, Illinois, 
where both he and his wife spent their re- 
maining days. They were the parents of 
eight children. ,After his marriage Mr. 
Mann took his bride to the home farm. living 
with his brother in the large famil!- mansion. 
They had two children : -Abraham. I\-1x0 \vxs 
born Ma!- : j. 1869. and died Sovember 17; 
1889: and Mary _Ann. \ ~ h o  \\-as born -4pril 
18, T S ~ I .  and died February 33. 1890. Mr. 
hlann passed away on the 19th of October, 
1873. and his wife's death occurred in Santa 
Barbara, California. on the aft11 of Xarch, 
1877. Hot11 were laid to rest in the family 
l~un-in= ground on the old homestead. 

Mr. blann enjoyed more than local repu- 
tation as a splendid marksman and a great 
hunter. He always kept a pack of grey 
hounds and deer dogs and at different tittles 
killed a large number of deer. Hunting \\-as 
one of his most enjoyable sources of recrea- 
tion. \T7hile he \\-as deeply interested in his 
count!- and its advancement he never sought 
or desired office ant1 in fact steadily refused 
to s ene  in an>- position of a political 
character. He tcok a veq- actil-e interest in 
school work. hon-ever. the cause of educa- 
tion finding in hinl a stalwart friend, a;id he 
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held membership in the Methodist church 
and by his presence as well as his material as- 
sistance aided in the upbuilding of the c a s e  
of Christianity. No worthy cause ever 
smgh his co-operation in vain, and, while 
he did not believe in an indiscriminate giving 
which often fosters vagrancy and idleness, 
he was a most charitable and benevolent man 
ancl to those who were really needy or in dis- 
tress he rendered ready and generous assi~t- 
ance. He possessed many excellent traits of 
character, not the least of which was his close 
adherence to the golden rule. He made it 
his course of action in business as well as in 
private and social life and no word was ever 
uttered against the honor and inteapity of 
John Thomas Manil. His life record is one 
indeed well worthy of emulation and through 
the iorty-two years of his residence in Ver- 
milion c o u ~ t y  he so endeared himself to his 
fellow citizens that the ties of friendship were 
only broken by death and his memory is still 
cherished by those who knew him. 

JOSEI'H COL VANCE. 

In military and political circles Mr. 
Vance has been true tb his country ancl its 
best interests and to-day in a position of pub- 
lic trust-that of justice of the peace-he 
is manifesting the same loyalty to the gen- 
eral good that he displayed when he fol- 
lowed the stars and stripes upon the battle- 
fields of the ~0~1th. 

Mr. Vance is a native of Vermilion 
county, Illinois, his birth having occurred in 
Oakwood township on the ad of June, 1844, 
his parents having been John W. and De 
ziah (Rathborn) Vance. The father was 

of Germany and in his boyhood 
his parents to Illinois, in the year 

- 1 \.- \ 
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1822, the family settling in Oakwood town- 
ship, Vermilion county. The father of our 
subject was there reared and afterward con- 
ducted salt works. He also had farming 
interests and in his business affairs he met 
with creditable success. He died in 1856, 
at the age of seventy-five years, while his 
wife, the mother of our subject, was called 
to her final rest in r 86 j ,  a t  the age of fifty- 
two years. Of their family a s o n  and two 
daughters no\\. survive, the sisters of our 
subject being Lena G., the wife of Samu~el 
Tilton, of Catlin, Vermilion county. and 
Bridget, who is living in Danville. There 
were nine children altogether in the family. 

Mr. Vance of this review obtained a dis- 
trict school education in early life and 
started out to make his o\vn way in the world 
when a youth of fourteen years. He con- 
ducted a farm in Oaktvod township for 
some time and afterward came to Danvillg;, 
in the year 1588. Here he becalm connected 
with official service and for five years was a 
capable n~enlber of the poli~e force. For 
three years he filled the office of deputy 
sheriff under J. 117. Ne~vlon. ancl was then 
elected justice of the peace, in 1899. to fill 
out the unexpired term of Park T. Martin. 
He discharged his duties so faithfully and 
promptly that he was made the nominee of 
his party at the regular election, in the spring 
of 1901, and tvas again chosen for the office. 

Mr. Vance manifested his loyalty to the 
Union at the time of the Civil war, by his 
enlistment in July. 1862. for t hee  months 
as a member of Company -4, Seventy-first 
Illinois Regiment. On the expiration of 
that time he re-enlisted and became a mem- 
ber of Company F, Twenty-sixth Illinois In- 
fantry. He went with Sherman on his cel- 
ebrated march to the sea. and took part in 
all of the engagements from the Atlanta 
campaign, in 1864, until the close of the 
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war, when he was mustered oat, receiving 
an honorable discharge in July, 1865. 

In 1869 Mr. Vance was united in mar- 
riage to Lydia E. Matthewman, of Vermil- 
ion county, Illinois, and unto them have 
been born the followi~lg named : Xlta. the 
wife of James Gerringer; John F. ; Alberta, 
the wife of Samuel Saylor: Josephine; 
Ethel: and Dean. Mr. Vance belongs to 
the Masonic fraternity and also has mem- 
bership relations 11-ith the Modern Ifrood- 
men of America, and the Knights of Labor. 
Having always 1i.i-ed in Vermilion county, 
he has a wide acquaintance here and that 
his friendship is best prized by those who 
know him best, is an indication that his 
career has ever been an honorable one. 
~vorthy of the esteem and confidence of his 
fello\v men. 

A A 
r- - 

C. It. BRIGGS. 

-4s a distinguished member of the bar 
ancl as a leading Democratic politician C. N. 
Briggs is so well known in Ve~milion coun- 
ty that he needs no introduction to the read- 
ers of this volume. His career has conferred 
honor and dignity upon the profession and 
the civic organizations with which he is 
associated ancl there is in him a weight of 
character. a natural sagacity, a far-seeing 
judbment and a fidelity of purpose that com- 
mand the respect of all. He  opened his law 
office in Hoopeston in 1892 and has since 
gained a distinctively representative client- 
age. 

-Mr. ~ r i g g s '  was born in Hardin county. 
Ohio. in  IS'^;, a son of Matthe~v and Louisa 
(TiVebb) Briggs. 11-ho were residents of 
Richland county. that state. The father fol- 
lowed farming throughout the years of his 

business career and is now living retired in 
Foxst,  where he sen-ed as postmaster under 
President Cievehnd In the family were 
four children : Louisa, the wife of C. E. 
Young. of Delphos. Ohio; JY. J.. a resident 
of Huntington, Indiana: Mrs. Olive Rey- 
nolds. of Fort IJTayne, and C. M. 

In taking up the personal history of C. 
11. Briggs we present the life record of 
one who is no\\- \-\-idely and fayorably known 
in Vermilion county. His early education 
was acquired in the common schools and 
supplemented by an academic couxe pur- 
sued in Forest, Ohio. At the early age of 
fourteen pears he entered a drug store and 
after being employed there for some time, 
during which period he gained a thorough 
ar.d comprehensive knowledge of the busi- 
ness, he became the owner of a drug store 
in Hoopeston. Illinois. He also con- 
ducted a similar establishment in 1LIorrison. 
this state. and is a registered pharmacist. 
Locating in Hoopeston he there conducted 
a drug store with excellent success for three 
years. after which. in 1892. he sold out to 
Dr. J i .  R. IITilson. In 1887 he had located 
permanently in Hoopeston and after a thor- 
ough course of law pursuetl under the direc- 
tion of H. M. Steeley, he was admitted to 
the Illinois bar upon passing an esamina- 
tion before the supreme court of the state 
in 1892.. He then opened his Ian- office in 
Hoopeston and has since engaged in practice 
here. His business has constantly gron-n in 
volume and importance and he has handlecl 
much litigation which has aktracted \vide at- 
tention. Derotedly attached to his profes 
sion. systematic and methodical in habit, 
sober and discreet in jud,ament and diligent 
in research-these qualities have enabled 
him to take a position in the front rank of the 
legal profession in Hoopeston. 
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In 1585, in Paston, Illinois, Mr. Briggs cratic state conventions and in the conven- 
was married to Miss Belle Doke, who died tion of 1900 he was a member of th; commit- 
in 1899 leaving one son, Jay, who is now tee on resolutions. Mr. Briggs is a young 
sixteen years of age and is a student in his man of marked ability, possessing excellent 
father's law office. On the 12th of June, traits of character. He is manly, sincere and 
1901, Mr. Briggs was again married, his outspoken and he has gained a high place in 
second union being with Mrs. Addie Snively, his profession by hard work and by merit 
a native of Iroquois county, Illinois. They which is widely recognized not only by the 
have a pleasant home on Second avenue in public but by the members of the legal fra- 
the sonth end of the town and its gracious ternity as \\-ell. 
hospitality is cordially enjoyed by their many . 

friends. Fraternally Mr. Briggs is con- - A 
7 

netted with the Knights of Pythias, with 
the 3lodern Woodinen of -4merica and with CH-ARLES BCHL. 
the Independent Order of 'Odd Fello~vs. He 
stands at the head of the silver element of For years an honored and respected resi- 
the ~emocratic party in the northern part dent of Danville, Charles Buhl passed away 
of Vermilion county and is very active in on the 10th of July, 1898, at the age of 
political work. He is a fluent orator, a logi- eighty-six years. As the day with its morn- 
cal and entertaining speaker and during the ing of hope and promise, its noontide of ac- 
two campaigns in which Bryan has been the tivity, its evening of completed and success- 
nominee of the Democracy for president he ful effort, ending with the grateful rest and 
has delivered many addresses in behalf of quiet of the night, so was the life of this 
the Nebraska statesman. His prominence honored man, m-110 was for many years 
in political work resulted in his nomination prominent in business circles and after corn- 
for congress in opposition to Joseph Cannon. ing to Danville invested largely in real 
in 1900. This nomination came to him not estate. doing much to improw property in- 
only unso~~ght but entirely u-ithout his terests here. 
knowledge. At the time he was in Danville He was born in Zelienople, Pennsylvania, 
trying a case iil court when a telegram was on the 8th of February. 1812, his parents 
handed him announcing that his name had being Christian and Fredericka Buhl, both 
been placed on the ticket in connection with of whom were natives of Germany, whence 
the office of congressman. Accepting the they came to -America prior to their mar- 
nomination he did effective work in the cam- riage. The father took up his residence in 
paign, using his efforts for the success of the the Keystone state and for a number of 
Democratic party. It was a foregone con- years was justice of the peace. He after- 
clusion that his election was an impossibility ward served for a number of terms as 
but he carried the full vote of his party. He county judge and his decisions were strictly 
is a member of the Democratic county cen- fair and impartial. He left the impress of 
tral committee and in 1898 he served as city his individuality upon the early judicial his- 
solicitor of Hoopeston. On numerous oc- tory of his county. He was a man of 
casions he has been a delegate to the Demo- marked personality, well fitted to become a 
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leader of public thought and action and in 
the community where he made his home he 
was honored and respected by all who knew 
him. He died at the age of eighty-seven 
years, and his wife passed away at the same 
age. In their family were eleven children, 
of whom Charles was the fourth in order of 
birth. -411 are now deceased tvith the excep- 
tion of Mrs. Robert King, who is residing 
in Detroit, Michigan; and Mrs. Robert 
Hay, ww-hose home is in Allegheny City, 
Pennsylvania. 

In the common school Charles Buhl ac- 
quired his early education and after putting 
aside his test books he became connected 
with commercial life. Removing to the 
west he established a general furnishing 
goods store in Detroit, Michigan, where he 
carried on business for several years. Later 
he became a resident of Chicago, where he 
enjoyed an extensive trade in the same line 
of business for eleven years. On account of 
ill health, however, he was obliged to refire 
from business life and removed to a farm 
near Chicago, where he lived for ten years. 
In 1861 came to Danville, where he spent 
his remaining days. Here he made ex- 
tensive investments in real estate. His 
money was so judiciously placed that he 
continually derived a growing income from 
his property interests, owing to the increase 
in value with the growth of the city's popu- 
lation. In business &airs his judgment 
was always faultless and he seemed readily 
to look beyond the exigencies of the mo- 
ment to the possibilities of the future. His 
careful control of extensive commercial 
transactions brought to him sple~did suc- 
cess and moreover he sustained an unassail- 
able reputation as an honorable business 
man. 

On the 9th of July, 1839, in Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr. Buhl was united in marriage to 

Miss Elezan RlcConnaughy, a daughter of 
James and Elizabeth (Jones) McCon- 
naughy, the former a native of Ohio. 
Vnto this marriage were born six children, 
as follows: Charles; Sidney, who is a re- 
tired farmer, living in Danville ; Walter, 
n-ho died in infancy; Frank, also resident 
of Danville ; Emma, who became the wife of 
IVilliam Myers and died a t  the age of forty- 
one years: and Laura, the wife of John 
Lawrence, of this city. Mrs. Buhl, 'the 
mother, \\-as born on the 1st of January, 
1820: and w a s  the youngest and is now the 
only sun-iving member of a family of eleven 
children. She possesses remarkable vigor 
and strength for one of her years and is a 
most highly esteemed resident of Danville, 
where she has made her home for more than 
four decades. 

In his political views Mr. Buhl was a 
stalwart Republican,al\\-ays interested in the 
questions and issues of the day, yet never 
seeking or desiring public office. -After a 
happy married life of fifty-nine years he was 
called to his final rest on the 10th of July, 
1898. His was an upright character and his 
career displayed many sterling traits well 
worthy of emulation. A man of domestic 
tastes he \\-as devoted to the welfare of his 
wife and children and he held friendship in- 
violable. In business transactions he was 
the soul of honor and at all times he was 
loyal to the best interests of the city, state 
and nation. 

- 5  

I\'ILLIA34 WHITE. 

lliilliam lVhite is now living on section 
5. Newell township, and was born in Blount 
ton-nship $larch 20, 1830. Among the early 
settlers and prominent men of Vermilion 
was his father, James White, now deceased. 
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He mamid Nancy Wiles and both were na- 
tives of Switzerland county, Indiana. They 
took up their abode in Vermilion county, Illi- 
nois, when many red men still lived in this 
section of the state, the prairies were covered 
a i t h  the native grasses and in the forests 
the trees stood in their primeval strength. 
Deer roameci among- the trees or over the 
prairies and there were many prairie wolves. 
The family arrived in a covered wagon after 
having forded the rivers and swamps and 
here they settled in the midst of a barren 
wilderness. He  entered government land 
and erected a log cabin with a stick and clay 
chimney. The wolves often gathered 
around this pioneer home making the night 
hideous with their howling. Indians often 
visited them but were friendly. James White 
was a great hunter and shot many deer and 
even after game began to get scarce in this 
locality he would go miles- to hunt. He saw 
Chicago when it was but a mere hamlet and 
many times drove his ox-team to that mar- 
ket, fording rivers and traveling over the 
sloughs which cut up the country, making 
the land of little value until it had been 
drained. Upon the way he would camp out 
a t  night. He frequently had his son Will- 
iam ride the ox in front which was harnessed 
up for the purpose. James White cut down 
many a forest tree in preparing his land for 
cultivation and he broke the prairie with 
oxen, using six to nine yoke to a breaking 
plow. H e  lived to see the whole country de- 
veloped horn an unsettled wilderness to one 
of the most highly cultivated farming dis- 
tricts in this great state dotted here and there 
with thriving towns and villages and a city 
of which the inhabitants have every reason 
to be proud. He was often heard to say that 
he and a friend swam nearly every stream 
between old Denmark and Chicago. At the 
birth of each of his children he would go on 

a hunt for a deer and when his son William 
was born he brought home both a deer and a 
wild goose. Many times he trampled upon 
rattlesnakes, never knowing that they were 
dangerous. He served as a soldier in the 
Black Hawk war as did also Langford 
FViles, the father of Mrs. William White. 
Janles White lived to the age of eighty-six 
years, dying in June, 1887. In his family 
were fourteen children, ten of whom reached 
adult age and reared families of their own, 
while four died in infancy. The following 
are yet living, namely: Mrs. Mary Shafer, 
of Nebraska; William Langford, of Blount 
township ; Mrs. ~ o b e r t  VanVickle, of 
Blount township; Silas and Richard, who 
are living in the same township; Thomas, a 
resicient of Minnesota; and James, of Blount 
township. 

William kiihite, the second in order of 
birth. acquired his education in the early sub- 
scription schools which he attended during 
the winter seasons ancl in the summer 
months he worked on a farm. From the 
time he was ten years of age he followed the 
plow to which a team of oxen was hitched. 
He often plowed with a wooden mold board 
and aftenvard with a single shovel plow, 
while the harness had a single line. He 
planted corn by hand, cradled the grain and 
bound his wheat by hand. He also assisted 
in dipping candles until the candle molds 
came into use and at times he saw a turnip 
hollowed out and in this was placed a 
g-reasid rag. I t  was then lighted and served 
for a parlor lamp. In the father's family 
flax was used for making cotton clothing 
and thread and the wool was spun and 
woven into cloth for the winter clothing, 
spinning wheels forming a part of the furni- 
ture of every household. Many times Mr. 
White assisted his mother in that work. He  
can also remember the days when the girls 
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would carry their shoes to church, wedring 
them only during the service and then re- 
turning barefooted in order to economize be- 
cause only one pair of shoes was allowed to 
each person for a year. People rode to  
church on horseback, sometimes as many as 
three people sitting upon a sheepskin upon a 
single horse. William White owned the last 
yoke of oxen used in the neighborhood. It 
was a splendidly yoked team, weighing for- 
ty-seven hundred pounds, but at length he 
sold these anin~als, keeping the yoke. how- 
ever, as a relic of early days. 

Mr. White was united in marriage to 
Elizabeth IViles, who also came of a pioneer 
family. She was born in Blount township 
March 20, 1840, a daughter of Langford 
and Rfary (Cassat) Wiles. Two children 
have been born unto Mr. and Mrs. White. 
Mary was married in 1885 to Alfred Ingles- 
by, a farmer of Blount township, and they 
have nine children, six sons and three daugh- 
ters. Cordelia Edna is the wife of Ed. Neff 
and they were married in 1900. They have 
a little daughter, Iva E., ten months old. and 
their home is in Blount township. Mrs. 
'Cl'hite was reared upon a farm and many a 
day has dropped corn. follo~ving the plow. 
For seven weeks when she was two years old 
her mother was left all alone with her and a 
brother. while the father made a trip to Mis- 
souri. Some boys tried to scare her mother 
with dogs. but although she was alone with 
her young children she never flinched nor 
showed any s i p s  of fear. I'lThen our sub- 
ject settled on the eight mile prairie there 
was not a house within miles. They lived in 
pioneer style. cooking over a fireplace, but 
with the advancing years they have ac- 
quired all the comforts and con\-eniences 
that have been introduced. Mr. IVhite now 
omms a valuable farm of one hundred and 
twenty acres on section 27. Blount tau-nship. 

and one hundred and fifty acres on section 8, 
a part of thisgbeing covered with timber. He 
also has other lands in Newell township. He 
and his wife and youngest daughter are 
members o i  the Baptist church. \vhile. the 
others are menibers of the Christian church, 
and in his political views he is a Democrat. 
He has served as commissioner of high\\-a~s 
and as a school director for many years. He 
is now living retired in the edge of Blount 
tolvnship. his home being in Sewell tonm- 
ship. - 

John L. Steward. deceased. n-as for 
about thirty years an honored and highly re- 
spected citizen of Vermilion county, having 
arrived here in 185 I ,  at \vhich time he lo- 
cated on a tract of u-iId prairie land in Sex\-- 
ell township, twelve miles northeast of Dan- 
ville. He was born on the 13th of July, 
1816. in Eroorne county. Sen- ITork, of 
which state his parents. John and Catherine 
(Catlin) Steward. ~vere also natives. From 
there they removed to Fountain county. In- 
diana. n-here the father purchased land and 
engaged in its culti\-ation throughout the re- 
mainder of his life. Both he and his wife 
died in that county. 

The primary education of our subject 
was obtained in the colnmon schools of 
Broome county. Kelt- 1-ork. and he contin- 
ued his studies in the public schools of 
Fountain county. Indiana. after the removal 
of the family to that state. -4s s o c ~  as old 
enough to be of any assistance he com- 
menced to aid his father in the operation of 
the farm and n-as thus employed until his 
marriage. \\-hich important event in his life 
occurred on Easter Sunclay. April 19, 1840, 
Miss 3iary E. Johnson becoming his wife. 
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Mrs. Steward was born in Jackson coun- 
ty, Ohio, June 25, 1822, and is a daughter of 
Kchaid and Milbry (Graves) Johnson, the 
former a native of Chester county, Pennsyl- 
vania, born in 1793, and the latter of Chat- 
ham county, North Carolina. The father, 
who was an old tavern keeper, removed to 

. - - .  -- 
Lafayette, Indiana, at a very early day when 
Indians were still numerous in that locality 
and when the present flourishing city of La-. 
fayette contained but four houses, There he 
took charge of a hotel, known as the Seven 
Stars and continued to carry it on until his 
death, whicli occurred in 1830. In his fam- 
ily were seven children, three of whom are 
still living, as follows : Harvey, who mar- 
ried Amanda Sewell, now deceased, is a re- 
tired farmer and land owner residing in Bisl- 
marck, this county. Mary E. is the widow 
of our subject. Colonel Henderson Johnson 
married Susan Goodlow, of Kentucky, and 
i s  now living retired in Danville. He is one 
of the leading citizens of the place. Those 
of the family now deceased are Margaret 
Jane, James Clay, Josephine and William R. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Steward were born 
twelve children, namely: Harvey J., de- 
ceased, senred all through the Civil war as a 
member of Company B, One Hundred and 
Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry ; 
Ella is the wife of Frank Gordon, a farmer 
of the state of Oregon; Mary, deceased, was 
the wife of Martin Barker, now an officer in 
the SoIdiers7 Home in Danville ; William 
died at the age of eighteen years; John H. 
married Belle Pierce and is now a retired 
farmer living at Hoopeston, this county; 
Amanda is the wife of J. H. Henderson, a 
grocer of Ciawfordsville, Indiana; Laura is 
the wife of Henry Peters, who holds a posi- 
tion in a lumberyard in Danville; Lizzie died 
at the age of twenty-four years; Sue is the 
wife of C. A. Parsons, a leading photogra- 

pher of Danville, by whom she has two chil- 
dren: Ilarry, born November g, 1886, and 
Edward, born October 21, 1893, and they 
make their home with &ITS. Steward; Annie 
is the wife of \Villiarn C. ~ h o r n ~ s o n ,  ex- 
county treasurer of Vermilion county ; Bert 
I-. married Alecia Jones and resides in Dan- 
ville, Illinois ; and Emma died young. 

,4fter his marriage Mr. Steward contin- 
ued to engage in farming in Fountain coun- 
ty, Indiana, until 18j2, when he came to 
~Termilion county, Illinois, and settIed on 
what was known as Grand Prairie in Newell 
township, twelve miles northeast of Dan- 
ville, where he purchased a farm of two hun- 
dred and sixty acres. He made many im- 
provements upon that place and there suc- 
cessfully engaged in general farming and 
stock-raising until 1879, when on account of 
ill health he sold his property and went west, 
locating on a farm near Portland, Oregon, 
where he spent three years. At the end of 
that time sickness again caused him to 
change location and he returned to Ver- 
milion county, purchasing property near the 
village of Bismarck, where he lived until 
called to his final rest on the 1st of October, 
1882. He held several minor offices while 
residing in Newel1 township, such as road 
overseer, school director, etc., and was ac- 
co~~nted one of the valued and representative 
citizens of his community. His political sup- 
port was given the Democratic party, and 
having always been a great reader he was 
well informed on the leading questions and 
issues of the day. At his death he left many 
friends to mourn his loss as he was a very 
popular and prominent citizen of the com- 
munity in which he lived. 

After her husband's death Mrs. Steward 
continued to make her home in Bismarck for 
two years, and then, disposing of her prop- 
erty there, she removed to Danville, where 
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she bought a lot and erected her present resi- 
dence at  No.. I 19 East Madison street. She 
also owns other property on the same street. 
She is a most estimable lady, who has a wide 
circle of friends and acquaintances, and is a 
consistent member of the First Methodist 
Episcopal church of Danville. 

JOSEPH CliMPBELL. 

Among the early pioneer settlers of 
h'ewell ton-nship, Vermilion county, the 
name of Joseph Campbell, now deceased, 
was prominent. He was born in New York, 
May 27, 1816, and his death occurred 
March 7, 1558. Yo more fitting tribute 
can be given to the life record of any man 
than to say that the county in which he lived 
and labored has been benefited by his life. 
This can trutl~fully be said of Joseph 
Campbell, for he was ever faithful to his 
duties as a citizen and as a man. 

He was a son of Samuel and Mary 
(Harper) Campbell, both natives of New 
York, who came to Vermilion county, Illi- 
nois, and settled on the old Campbell farm 
on section 26, Newel1 township. There 
Samuel Campbell purchased land and the 
family made their home in a primitive log 
cabin, which was the only shelter of the 
ezrly settlers of the county. At that time 
game abounded and the prairies were un- 
broken and uncultivated, the timber being 
uncut and .the entire land untouched by the 
civilizing touch of man. The enterprise and 
energy of such people as the Campbell fam- 
ily, however, have wrought a great change 
in this great commonwealth and to-day it 
stands among the great states of the Union, 
through the united and consecutive efforts 

1 4  

of those who have labored for its welfare 
and upbuilding. Unto Samuel Campbell 
and his wife were born seven children, the 
subject of this review being the youngest of 
the family. In the Empire state he received 
his early education and there remained until 
eighteen years of age, when with his parents 
he removed to Vermilion county. Here he 
continued his education, which \\-ell fitted 
him for the duties of life. He engaged in 
farming on his father's farm, which after- 
ward came intc his possession. 

An important event took place in his life 
when, on the 22d of December, 1840, he was 
united in marriage to Eliza Jane Mackeson, 
who was born Kovember 28, 1819. This - 
lady is now eighty-three yearse of age and 
makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. 
McCow-an, in State Line, Indiana. 31rs. 
Can~pbell is a daughter of -indrew and Han- 
nah (Martin) 3~ackeson, both natives of 
Harrison county, Kentucky, and is the oldest 
in a family of four children. Unto Joseph 
Campbell and his wife were born five chil- 
dren. namely: Hannah Jane, who married 
James Gahn, September 14, 1871. They 
have two children. The elder, Joseph 
Franklin, is now a lieutenant -in the United 
States army, stationed at Philadelphia. He 
is a graduate of lVest Point and was the lieu- 
tenant who hoisted the United States flag at  
Pckin, China, on the famous n-alls of that 
city. He has been in the United States 
army for se\-era1 years. He \\-as married 
September 13, 1902. to Laura -4ndia Colt. 
Mary, the second child of Mr. and .Mrs. 
Gahn, was marriel in 1901 to Fred Hard- 
ing, and resides in East St. Louis. John 
D., the second child of Mr. and Mrs. 
Canlpbell, is now a farmer residing in New- 
ell township. -Andrew. of Newel1 township, 
is the next in order of birth. He also fol- 

, 
- . .! 
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lows farming. Smuel  also carries on farm- 
ing in Ne~vell tolinship. Mary is the wife 
of John Mc Zowan, of State Line, Indiana. 
She was born September 12, 1832, and was 
married Xovember IS, 1874. Mr. Mc- 
Cowan was born in Edgar county, Illinois, 
A u g ~ s t  26, 1849, and was an extensive cat- 
tle dealer and shipper. Coming to Ver- 
milion county, Illinois, in 1870, he settled 
on section 18, Newel1 township. His par- 
ents were natives of Iientucky. In June, 
1896, he retired to State Line, Indiana, 
where he resides in his comfortable dwell- 
ing, with his wife and mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Campbell. 

Mrs. Campbell is of sturdy Scotch an- 
cestry and has many of the sterling charac- 
teristics of her race who have always held 
exalted ideas of what is right and have lived 
up to the same. She is among the pioneer 
residents of Vermilion county and has seen 
great transformation wrought here, the 
once unbroken prairies being now dotted by 
flourishing towns and villages. She is a 
virtuous and estimable lady and is one of 
the best known residents of the cotmty. 

WILLIAM LYNCH. 

William Lynch, whose large business in- 
terests make him a valued representative of 
commercial and illdustrial activity in Mun- 
cie, was born in New York, September 15, 
1853,- and may truly be called a self-made 
man, for from an early age he has been de- 
pendent entirely upon his own labors. Early 
in life he was left an orphan' and in 1861 
went to live with Henry Saliee, who filled the 
position of township treasurer and township 
clerk for thirty-seven years. Mr. Lynch was 
permitted to attend school for about three 

months during each year and throughout the 
remainder of the year his labors were given 
to his employers. IVhen twenty years of age 
he left school altogether as a student. Mr. 
Lynch \\.as permitted to attend for a short 
time in Idadogay Indiana, and for six months 
he engaged In teaching. He then learned te- 
legraphy 11-hich he followed for two years, 
after lvhich he became connected with the 
grain trade and also bought and sold stock. 
He devoted his ener,&s to dealing in grain 
and live stock for seventeen years, after 
which he managed a store for Mr. Reinstein. 
Later he purchased his employer's store and 
conducted the business himself in connec- 
tion with his partner, -4. L. Stearns, a rela- 
tion that was maintained for ten years. On 
the expiration of that period he began oper- 
ating the coal mine which he now owns and 
which has been very productive. He has 
three partners in the ~ u n c i e  Coal Company 
but is one oi  the largest stockholders of the 
enterprise. The mine has a capacity of 
about five hundred tons per day and the out- 
put is therefore valuable. Mr. Lynch also 
owns a general mercantile store in Muncie 
and a good farm property of eighty acres 
besides city real estate and twenty-five acres 
in Muncie. 

Tn his political affiliations Mr. Lynch is 
a Republican but has no aspirations for 
oEce. He belongs to Morning Star Lodge, 
No. 489, I. 0. 0. F., and Muncie Camp. No. 
4878, M. IV. A. He is also identified with 
the Fratemal Army of America and in these 
different orgaizations he enjoys the warm 
regard of his brethren. 

He has been twice married, having in 
December, 1875. in Muncie wedded Marga- 
ret Lowman. who was born in Vermilion 
county. They became the parents of four 
children : Cato, Grace, Blaine and Elbert, 
but the last two are deceased. The wife and 
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mother died in 1886 and in September, 1885, 
in Indianapolis, Mr. Lynch \\-as again mar- 
ried, his second union being with Sarah 
Campbell, ~ ~ 1 1 0  was born in Coles co~znty, 
Illinois. They have three children : Olive, 
aged twelve years ; Willie, nine ; and Verla, 
.eight. 

This is a utilitarian age when the prom- 
inent factor of a comm~~nity is he who con- 
'trols important and extensive business enter- 
prises and fortunate is the community if such 
a man not only has regard for the growth of 
his !usiness but also for the development of 
the comn~unity. Such a quality character- 
izes the career of Mr. Lynch and while ad- 
vancing his individual success he also con- 
tributes to the general prosperity by the con- 
trolling of his affairs and by the active co-op- 
eration which he gives to many measures 
for the public good. 

WILLIAM M. ACTON. 

Among the young men of Vermilion 
county successfully practicing at the bar and 
also prominent in political life is William 
31. Acton, whose birth occurred in this coun- 
ty on the 30th of Aups t ,  1876. He is a 
son of \Villiam H. and Eliza J. (Laflin) ,Ic- 
ton. The father was a native of Ohio. and 
in 1839 removed to Vermilion county. 10- 
Ccating in Pilot township, where he engaged 
in farming and stock-raising and was 
known as one of the progressive agricultur- 
ists of his community. He died February 
27, 1899, at  the age of sixty years, respected 
by all who knew him. His widow still sur- 
vives him and is now living in Potomac. 
Vermilion county. The paternal grandfa- 
ther of our subject was James Acton, a na- 
tive of Kentucky, and he became a pioneer 

settlers of this county. Matthew Laflin, the 
maternal grandfather, was also one of the 
early residents of the county and both aided 
in the material development and upbuilding 
of this portion of the state. 

After acquiring his literay education in . 
the public schools. William h1. Acton fur- 
ther prepared for the duties of an active busi- 
ness career by a course of study in the Dan- 
ville Gusiness College, of Danville, Illinois. 
He also pursiled the classical course in Greer 
College, in Hoopeston, Illinois. where he 
\\-as graduated in 1896 with the valedictor- 
ian honors of his class. Desiring to make 
the practice of la\\- his life work, he then be- 
gan reading in the office of C. L. Chamber- 
liti, of Hoopeston, while later. J. I\;. Keeslar, 
of Ijanville, was his preceptor. In October, 
1899. he was admitted to the bar and formed 
a partnership n-it11 Mr. Keeslar. He is no\v 
as-~istant state's attorney, to which position 
he was appointed in December, 1900. His 
success has come soon, because his equip- 
ment is unusually good. Along with those 
~~iali t ies inclispensible to a lan-yer-a keen, 
rapid. logical mind plus business sense and a 
reaclj- capacity for hard I\-ork-he brought 
to the starting point of his legal career elo- 
quence of language and a strong personality. 

On the 29th of November. 1899. Mr. 
-Acton led to the marriage altar liiss -4dolyn 
34. Herlocker, a daughter of the late U. R. 
Herlocker, of Danville. The young couple 
11ave many friends in this county. Mr. -Ac- 
ton is identified with the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellov-s. He also belongs to the 
Modern Woodmen, to the Tribe of Ben Hur, 
and to the %Iethodist Episcopal church, all 
of ivhich indicate the high character of his 
social life and his religious belief. In poli- 
tics he is a Republican, takes an active part 
in campaign work and has delivered many 
addresses in behalf of his party, for he be- 
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lieves tllat one of the salient features of good 
- citizenship is 'the endorsement of political 

principles pertaining to good government. . 

' IS-LAC CURRENT. 
4 
'4 . Among those who have, after long con- 

nection with agricultural pursuits, put aside 
the work of the farm and taken up their 
abode in the city of Danville is numbered 
Isaac Current, one of Vermilion county's 
native sons. His birth occurred in Newel1 
township, on the 17th of November, 1845, 
his parents being William and Mary (Bast- 
win) Current,' both of whom were natives 
of Virginia. The father was born April 
20, 1803. The maternal grandfather, Hen- 
ry Bastwin, was also born' in Virginia, and 
on leaving that state traveled westward un- 
til he took up his abode in Danville town- 
ship, Vermilion county, Illinois. Here he 

death, passing away A u p s t  6, 185 I, and 
our subject now has in his possession many 
relics cf his father, including a cowbell, a 
day book, a Bible and a pocket book, all of 
which are valued family relics. The mother 
died in 1555, at the advanced age of sev- 
enty-eight years. They were the parents of 
fourteen children, of whom five are yet liv- 
ing, namely: Anclrew J., who is a farmer 
residing in Tracy. Iowa; George, who lives 
in the Soldiers' Hoine at Quincy, Illinois; 
James, who is a grain merchant of Homer, 
Illinois; Isaac; and Samuel, a grocer of 
Franklin, Kebraska. Those who have 
passed away are: Henry B., Nancy, Martin 
IV., John, Mary Jane, Susanna, Rebecca, 
Lucinda and Matilda. 

Isaac Current attended the common 
schools in his youth and afterward engaged 
in farm work on the home place. He later. 
purchased a tract of land on Covington 
Road in Danville township and there he car- 
ried on agricultural pursuits until he re- 

engaged in business as a hat maker, follow- moved to Danville on the 17th of Septem- 
ing that pursuit for a number of years. La- ber, 1900, having for many years been ac- 
ter he went to southern Illinois and after his tively engaged in farm work, whereby he. 
retirement from business he made his home 
with his daughter, Mrs. Current, for a short 
time. He next went to Iowa, where he lived 
with another daughter until his death, which 
occurred when he had reached the very ad- 
vanced age of nearly one hundred years. 

In 1829 %Villiam Current, the father of 
our subject, came to Vermilion county with 
a brother and sister, settling in Newel1 town- 
ship, where he engaged in farming. He  
was a blacksmith and wagon-maker by trade 
and after coming west sold some wagons 
of his manufacture in Chicago, besides mak- 
ing those for his own use. In those early 
days Chicago was the market at which he 
sold his butter, eggs and dther farm pro- 
d&. He continued farming here until his 
: : 

won a competence that now enables him to 
enjoy a well merited rest, surrounded by all 
of the comforts and many of the luxuries 
x~hic l~  go to make life worth the living. 

Mr. Current has been three times mar- 
ried. In 1 8 6 ~  he wedded Clarissa E. Lynch, 
who was born in this county, A u p s t  10, 
1843, a daughter of Isaac P. and Mary 
Lynch, who were early settlers here and are 
now deceased. Mrs. Current passed away 
June 14, IS@, leaving a daughter, while 
their sGn, Samuel, who was born July 2 ,  

1864, had died in infancy. The daughter, 
Rachel E., born December 8, 1865, is now 
the wife of Isaac Bowman and they reside 
upon her father's farm in Danville town- 
ship. On the 28th of October, 1869, Mr. 
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Current wedded Mary (Campbell) Wyatt, 
of Vermilion county. Her father, Harp 
Campbell, 13aving located here at an early 
period in the development of this portion of 
the state. The second wife died June 21, 

1873. Hei  son, William Frederick, born 
March 20, 1871, died in infancy. For his 
rhird wife Mr. Current chose Mrs. Dorothy 
J. Noel and they were married January 26, 
1873. The lady is a native of Parke county, 
Indiana, horn January 13, 1843, and a 
daughter of Cornelius and Nancy Jones, the 
former a native of Virginia and the latter 
of Miami county, Ohio. Her father was an 
own cousin of John Brown, the noted abo- 
lition advocate and for many years was a 
resident of Parke county, Indiana, but died 
in southern Illinois. By the third mar- 
~ i a g e  of Mr. Current there was born 
one child, Charles Raymond, whose birth 
occurred November I 7, 1876. He  married 
Katie Shepherd and is a farmer by occupa- 
tion, residing in Danville. 

l ihen  Mr. Current removed to the city 
he built his present beautiful home at No. 
71 I Illinois street and he still owns his farm 
of one hundred and five acres on section I 

and 6, Danville township, together with a 
farm of forty acres on section 30 in the same 
township and another forty acre tract near 
Fairmount, this county. He had made 
splendid improvements upon the old home- 
stead. He  erected a nice residence there 
and it is to-day one of the best farnls in the 
ton-nship. He also built houses on both of 
his small farms. He formerly gave his po- 
litical support to the Democracy but i s  now 
a Republican and both he and his wife are 
consistent and devoted members of the First 
Methodist church of Danville. At all times 
Mr. C~zrrent has been actuated in his con- 
duct and in his relations to his fellow men 
by honorable principles and by his Chris- 

tian belief, and those who know him-and 
his acquaintance is extensive-therefore 
cherish for him high respect by reason of 
his genuine worth of character. 

HARVEY SODOWSKY. 

\!-hen civilization made its nay  into the 
hIississippi valley the great farms of this 
section of the country became the wonder of 
the world. The broad prairies of the valley 
were transformed into vast country seats, 
comprising hundred and sometimes thou- 
sands of acres. The more mountainous re- 
gions of the eastern country had made fann- 
ing on this extensive scale impossible, but in 
the n-est nature provided splendid opportuni- 
ties and agriculture and its kindred occupa- 
tion of stockraising became the leading pur- 
suit of the enterprising people who settled 
this region. Harvey Sodowsky directed his 
energies in to these departments of activity 
and won a place second to none among the 
raisers of shorthorn cattle in America, and 
perhaps second to none in the world. His 
success was of gradual groivth-the natural 
result of energy, perseverance, sound judg- 
ment and keen discrimination. In his life he 
exemplified inany of the sterling traits of his 
Polish ancesq-the patriotism. the fearless 
defense of what he believed to be right and 
conscientious regird for the rights of others. 

'The Sodo\\-sky family was founded in 
America by James Sodou-sky, a Polish exile 
of noble birth, proud spirit and lofty patriot- 
ism. \LThen his love of liberty could no long- 
er tolerate thk despotic rule of Russia, he be- 
came the leader in a rebellion against the 
czar, and when defeated, but not subdued, he 
came to America-"the land of the free and 
the home of the brave." Later he married 
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the sister of Governor Inslip, of the colony 
of Virginia, and among their descendants 
was Harvey Sodowsky, of this review. In  
the course of years representatives of the 
family changed the spelling of the name, in- 
cluding the brothers of our subject. Two 
of these brothers, LVilliam and Abraham 
Sandusky, are now prominent farmers and 
stockmen of Carroll township, Vermilion 
cou.nty. Harvey Sodowsky, however, re- 
tained the ancestral spelling of the family 
name. 

The spirit which led James Sodowsky, 
the emigrant, first to iight for liberty and 
then eome to America, has been mani- 
fest in his descendants throughout succeed- 
ing generations. I t  was shown by the Sod- 
owskys who fought for the liberty of the col- 
onists of the new world, 'and how their 
hearts must have rejoiced at the glorious 
outcome of the struggle; it was again sho\vn 
by gallant soldiers of the name in the war of 
1812; and in the subjugation of the western 
wilderness they bore a part.' Daniel Boone 
opened the gates of Kentucky and soon he 
was followed into "the dark and bloody" re- 
gion hy the grandfather of our subject, who 
settled there just after the close of the Rev- 
olutionary war. Abraham Sandusky, the fa- 
ther, was born in that state and married Jane 
McDowell, by whom he had eight children, 
of whom Harvey Soclowsky was the eldest. 
In 1830 they removed with their family fro111 
Kentucky to Vermilion county and located 
Septemlxr 20, 1830, on the Little Vermilion 
river, where Abraham Sandusky made his 
home until his death. 

The birth of Harvey Sodowsky occurred 
in Bourbon county, Kentucky, May 17, 
1817, and when he was about fourteen years 
of age he  came with his parents to this coun- 
ty. H e  was early initiated into farnl work 

and he renlained at  home until twenty-four 
years of age when he was married to  Miss 
Susan Raum, a daughter of Charles and 
Susan (hfoyer) Baum, who had emigrated 
from Ohio and taken up their abode on the 
Little Vermiilion river. Mrs. Sodowsky was 
of Polish lineage and the founder of the 
Baunl family in .'imerica was her grandfa- 
ther, Charles Baum. He married Miss Bar- 
bara McDonald, a relative of General Mc- 
Donald, who was attached to the division of 
the Continental Anny that won fame under 
the command of Francis Marion. H e  did 
reserve duty in protecting the frontier and 
when the war \vas ended he established his 
honle in Bucks county, Pennsylvania. Fol- 
lowing Wayne's treaty with the Indians h e  
sziled down the .Ohio river with his family, 
landing at the mouth of Bullskin creek, and 
there close to what is now the river to\vn of 
Chilo. established the first settlement in the 
territory of Ohio. k t  was Charles Baum, 
Jr., a son of Charles Baum, the emigrant, 
who became the father of Mrs. Sodo\vsky. 
H e  wetlclecl Susan Afoyer, whose father, 
John &toyer, was one of the heroes of the 
war fcr  llmerican Independence .and served 
for several years under the immediate com- 
mand of General Washington. For  some 
time following the close of hostilities he  
made his home in Pennsylvania and then 
joined the brave band of pioneers who re- 
claimed Ohio for the purpose of civilization, 
from the hands of the red men. In  the year 
1839 Charles Baum removed with his family 
to another pioneer district-Vernliliotl 
county, Illinois, and here he reached the age 
of ninety-six years. 

I t  was on the zoth'of May, 1840. that 
his daughter Susan gave her hand in mar- 
riage to Mr. Sodowsky, and they began their 
domestic life on the farm which they after- 
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ward cd!ed the tVoodla\vn Stock Farm and December IS, 1836, and the wife survived 
which became kno\n-~ thro~tghout the coun- him only until Atarch 21, 1885. For more 
try because of the famous shorthorn cattle thar, half a centiiry they had lived in the 
raised thereon. Throughot~t the surround- co~~nty-theirs being a happy married life, 
inq states Jfr. Sodo~vsky was known as-a while the example of citizenship and busi- 
breeder of pure bred and high ,grade short- ness inte.;rit~? left by Mr. Sodowsky is one 
horns and in his barns and pastures were \\-ell \~-orth~- of emulation. 
seen some of the finest specimens of short- - - horn cattle in America. if not in the world. - - - 
The list of premiums 11-hich he won is per- 
haps longer than that of any other man 
\\-hose exhibits of stock were often seen in 
the leading fairs and espositions of the Carl Fuilk. \vho is engaged in the g o -  
ccuntrv. Carrying on the business for a cerq- business i:l Rossville and has been con- 
ha1 E century, Mr. Sodo\vsky gained \\-alth, nected \vith various lines of business activity 
and also won an honorable name, for. his in Vermilion county for thirty-one years, 
business methods were such as would bear was born in I'russia, near the city of tVils- 
the closest investigation. In the acquire- nack, June 28. 1825. His father, John 
ment of his fortune he never took advantage Funk, nras also a natii-e of Germany and \\;as 
of the necessities of others, b~t t  bought and a house carpenter. He married Helena 
sold. realizing only a fair profit upon his Timm, also a native of that country. and his 
stock, and in this may adding annually to his death occurred about 1835. His wife .how- 
income ~wti l  he became one of the most pros- ever, stlrvived him for some time. 
perous men of eastern Illinois. Carl Funk \\-as reared in the place of his 

'There has been no home in Vermilion nativity and in his youth learned the shoe- 
county since the days of its first settlement maker's trade. Like most young men who 
more justly noted for warm-hearted hospi- start out in life for themsell-es he desired a 
tality than 13'-oodlau-n and both Mr. and companion and helpillate for the journey and 
Mrs. Sodowsky were most generous and thus on the 6th of October. 18j4, he was 
charitable. The poor and needy found in united in marriage to 1Yilhelmina Felsch. a 
them a friend and many a one has reason to native of Havelberg. Germany. AAfter his 
remember them gratefully for timely assist- 
ance rendered in the hour of adversity. 
Their giving was allvays unostentatious, and 
in matters of citizenship Mr. Sodowsky was 
public-spir~ted and progressive. ,Any meas- 
ure for the general good was sure of his sup- 
port and he was a co-operant factor in Illany 
movements that resulted beneficially to the 
county. Both he and his wife \\-ere sincere 
Christian people. known and honored among 
their fellow men for their intrinsic \vortll and 
high character. The husband passed away 

marriage he carried on business for over fif- 
teen years in Germany and in 1569 he came 
to the ne1~  ~vorld. crossing the _Atlantic to 
New city. He did not tarry in the 
eastern metropolis, hou-ever. but continued 
his journej- to Chicago and thence to Wash- 
burn, \\-here he worked for a few months. 
EIe after\\-arc1 began business at Pattons- 
burg Tllittois. \\-here he remained for nearly 
two years and on the expiration of that per- 
iod he canle to Rossville and here established 
a shoe shop. 11-!lich he carried on for several 
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H e  also &med the mail to .Rossville 
fbr nine years and -occupied the position of 

. ,deputy postmaster under President Harri- 
son, remaining in the poseoffice for four 
years. On the expiration of that period 
he established a grocery business in 1895 
and has since been actively engaged in this 
line of trade, enjoying a liberal patronage at 
the present time. His stock islarge and well 
selected and his progressive business meth- 
ods and earnest desire to please his customers 
have secured for him a good trade. He has 
also been a prominent factor in the improve- 
ment of Rossville and here erected two brick 
business llouses, which he still owns, includ- 
ing the store in-which he is now conducting 
his oum trade. He has also built five resi- 
dences here and has thus been an active fac- 
tor in the improvement of the city. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Funk has been born 
one son, Oscar, who is married and resides 
in Cayuga, Indiana. He has seven children : 
Loola, the deceased wife of Charles Shel- 
by; Otto : Minnie; Edith; Pearl; Em- 
iel; and Roy. Mr. Funk also has one great?- 
grandchild. Politically our subject is a 
stanch Republican, earn&tly advocating the 
measures of the party and casting his ballot 
for its candidates. He has served for four 
years as a councilman. He and his wife be- 
long to the Lutheran church and were reared 
in that faith. Mr. Funk holds membership 
in Rossville Lodge, I. 0. 0. F., in which he 
has filled all of the offices and is a past grand. 
He has also served as district deputy for two 
years. He came to Illinois a poor man with 
no capital, save strong determination and 
unfaltering enterprise and upon this as a 
foundation he has built his success. His life 

. history is commendable because he has la- 
bored diligently and along lines which show 
thkt he has adhered closely to honorable 
principles. He is now well known in Ross- 

ville and the surrounding country and en- 
joys the high regard of many with whom he' 
has been brought in contact. 

I,. M. NTitherspoon is serving as post- 
master of Jamaica and is one of the pros- 
perous and leading farmers of Vermilion 
county. He was born in Gibson county, In- 
diana, May 30, 1860, and is a son of LIT. P. 
Witherspoon, a native of Alabama. The 
paternal grandfather of our subject was a 
direct descendant of John R. Witherspoon, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of In- 
dependence. W. P. \%'itherspoon was united 
in marriage in Gibson county, Indiana, to 
Sitha A. McL)aniel, a native of that county. 
He  then engzged in teaching school until 
~ 8 6 1 ,  when with his family he removed to 
Fairmount, Illinois, and purchased a farm, 
upon which he lived until 1871. He then 
took up his abode on the old Witherspoon 
homestead, which was his place of residence 
until his death, which occurred February 19, 
1884. His study of political issues and 
cluestions led him to support the Republi- 
can party and for fourteen years he served 
as assessor and collector of Side11 township. 
He also served as Republican committee- 
man from his township and did all in his 
power to advance the cause in which he be- 
lieved so firmly. His religious faith was 
that of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
His first wife died February 12, 1876, and 
in 1879 he wedded Malissa Orr, a sister of 
his son's wife and a native of Indiana. By 
his first marriage Mr. Witherspoon had ten 
children, of whom Monroe and William, the 
first two, died in infancy. J. -D. married 
Elizabeth Om and died in September, 1881, 
his widow being now a resident of Homer, 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



L. M. WITRERSPOON. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 337 

Illinois. George married Ella Iles and aft- 
ern-arcl wedded Mary ll~oods, his home be- 
ing now in Gibson county, Indiana. L. M. 
is the third of the familp. Hattie is the 
wife of G. J. Gibson, a farmer living near 
Fairmount. Elmer E. wedded Jennie Car- 
ter anc! resides in Danville. Mabel is the 
wife of \Y. C. Eau-kins, \\-l-lo resides upon 
a farm in Fairmount. Sora R. became the 
wife of J. B. Michener and after his death 
married J. Perdue, with whom she is now 
living in Princeton, Indiana. Lillie X. is 
the wife of JV. B. Russell and they reside 
on a farm near Catlin. 

Mr. IQitl~erspoon, whose name intro- 
duces this review, pursued his education in 
the Dougherty and Liberty district schools 
of Vermilion county, his opportunities in 
that direction being some~vhat limited. He  
attended only through the winter months, 
for in the summer seasons his labor was 
needed upon the farm. At the age of twen- 
ty he left school altogether, becoming an 
agriculturist, giving his entire attention to 
that pursuit. When twenty-one years of 
age 11; inherited forty acres of land of his 
father's estate and in a year sold that and 
purchased one hundred and thirty acres 
upon which he assumed an indebtedness. 
All this he paid for, l~on-e\-.er~ in sex-en years, 
ant1 in his farming operations he has ever 
been successful. 

On the 13th of February, 1884, near 
Catlin, Mr. Witherspoon was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Milda Finley, \I-ho \vas born 
in that locality, March IS. 1864, a daughter 
of Ezra G. and Jane (Goodner) Finley. the 
former born in JVesth-ille. Illinois, and the 
latter in Georgetown. this state. They were 
married near Georgeton-n and Mr. Finley 
then devoted his attention and energies to 
farming and stock-raising. After a year he 
removed to his present home near Catlin, 

where he owns a valuable tract of land. His 
wife passed away septe&ber 12, 1892. Mr. 
Finley has refused to serve in political of- 
'fices. hut is an earnest ad\.ocate of Republi- 
can principles and is a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal church. In the early part 
of the Civil war he enlisted at Danville, in 
Corspany C, One Hundred and Twenty- 
fifth Illinois Infantry. and \\-as v.-ounded in 
the battle of Shiloh. after which he was h d  
orably clischsrged in -\urnst, 1862, by rea- 
son of his disability. He no\\- belongs t9 
the Grand -Army of the Republic. Having 
l ~ s t  his first wife, in >larch, 1895, he was 
married in Catlin to Martha Thomas, also 
a native of Vermilion county. By his first 
union he had ten children. of whom six are 
yet living, as folloivs: Milda, now the wife 
of our subject ; Janles IT., who married Ab- 
bie Hewitt, and resides in Catlin; Oliver, 
who wedded Julietta IVhite and resides in 
Dan~ille; Ozias, who wedded Pearl Bu- 
chanan and makes his home in Catlin; Fan- 
nie, the wife of Aupstus Talbott, of Sid- 
el!, Illinois, and John, who is living with 
his father. Ey his second marriage Mr. 
Finley has two children. Elmore and Hen- 
ry. \vho are still 11-ith their parents. 

The honle of Mr. and Mrs. Wither- 
spoon has been blessed with four children : 
Elsie. 11-110 was born near Fairmount, March 
4, 1883 : Gertrude, born September 2, 1887, 
near Fairmount; -Aka. born in Redlands, 
California. June I I .  1891 ; and Clyde F., 
born in Jamaica, Illicois, xovember 28, 
I 596. 

For five pears after his marriage Mr. 
11-itherspoon remained in Vermilion coun- 
ty and then went to Riverside, California, 
while later he located at Redlands, where 
he was manager for the Mound City Land 
and Water Company. He also owned a 
nursery of his own and remained on the 
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Pacific coast for five years, after which he 
returned to  this county and purchased a 
farnl, upon which he is now living. H e  sold 
his property in California, which has since' 
proved very valuable. On his return here 

; he purchased one hundred and sisty acres of 
land. This, together with an additional 

, tract of forty acres, constitutes the farm 
upon which he now resides. His landed pos- 
sessions, however, aggregate four hundred 

I 

a ~ d  fifty acres and he is one of the prosper- 
ous and representative farmers of the com- 
munity. 111 1900 he erected his present 
handsome home which is built in Queen Ann 
style of architecture. Mr. IVitherspoon has 
raised mtlch stock for the market, including 
hogs ancl horses, ancl is unrluestionably one 
of the most progressive, energetic ancl vide- 
awake farmers of Vermilioil county. 

In  politics our subject is a stalwart Re- 
publican, and on the 4th of June, 1902, he 
was appointed postmaster of Jamaica, in 
which office he is now serving. He belongs 
to the Modern iVoodmen of America and 
to the Methodist Episcopal church of Ja- 
maica, in which he is serving as a trustee 
and steward. ISe has also held several 
township offices and no trust reposed in Mr. 
Witherspoon has ever been betrayed in the 
slightest degree. Honor and integrity are 
synonymous with his name and his ~vortl is 
as good as any bond ever solentnizecl by 
signature or seal. His business affairs 
have ever k e n  honorably conducted and be- 
cause of this the most envious cannot grudge 
him his success. 

ALBERT A. BERHALTER. 

Albert A. Berhalter, -.rv11o is engaged in 
the undertaking - business in Danville, was 
born in Noble county, ~ndiana, on the 4th 

of July, 1867, a son of Joseph and Frances 
(Schunder) Berhalter, both of whom were 
natives of Germany. When children they 
came together to ,America and were mar- 
ried in this country after attaining years of 
maturity. The father died September 4, 
1881, at  the age of fifty-six years, ancl his 
wife, surviving hill1 for several years, \\-as 
called to her final rest January 24, 1886, also 
when fifty-six years of age. The father en- 
gaged in cabinet-making and in the manu- 
facture of cokxns. This has been a family of - undertakers. 1 here were nine children, 
three of n;l~om are now engaged in the un- 
clertzking business. all of the boys devoting 
their energies to this pursuit. Those still 
living are John, Joseph Mr., Louise, George, 
Etta, Charles and Albert A. Those ~\-ho 
11ai.e passed away are: Frank and Minnie. 
\Vith the excel~tion of our subject the living 
menhers o i  the family are all residents of 
Kendallville, Indiana. 

111 the public schools of his n a t i ~ e  city 
Albert A. Ijerhalter pursued his education. 
l 'he father died when the son was only thir- 
teer. years of age, after which Mr. Berhalter 
continued to attend schol through the win- 
ter months until eighteen years of age. In 
the summer he assisted in the business n-hich 
had been instituted by his father, becoming 
thoroughly faniiliar with the trade both in 
principle and detail. He also acted as man- 
ager of the opera house in Kendallville for a 
time. On the I ~ t h  of July, 1888, he arrived 
in Danville, \\-here he has since made his 
home. Here he entered the employ of N. A. 
Kimball. an undertaker and the owner of the 
present location and business of the firm of 
Berhalter & Olmstecl. This business has 
now been established for thirty-fo~~r years 
and throughout the period the enterprise has 
been a leading one in this line. On the 30th 
of June, I 893, in company with William C. 
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Olmsted, Mr. Berhalter purchased the busi- 
ness of his employer, Mr. Kimball, and the 
new firm has since conclucted the trade with 
excellent success, their business constantly 
groiving. This undertaking establishment is 
a model one of the state and has been espzci- 
ally designed, planned and fully equipped in 
the minutest detail. The building is a mod- 
ern structure with a full stone front. You 
first enter a 1-estibule, then pass on into the 
hall and on the right is a pleasant and com- 
nlodious \vaiting room, \vhile on the left is a 
private office. In advance of the. hall is a pri- 
vate chapel. m o r p e  and stock room on the 
first floor. The entire second floor is occupied -. 
as a salesroom. !he arrangement of the es- 
tablishment is such that perfect seclusion and 
privacy may be obtained by those who have 
occasion to arrange for the burial of their 
dead from this place, thus preserving the 
sacredness and solemnity of the occasion. 

On the 14th of September, 1892. Mr. 
Berhalter was united in marriage to Miss 
Mary Hurley, of La Salle, Illinois, and their 
union has been blessed with three children- 
Madeline Frances, Mary Hurley, and Lillian 
e l l i e .  Socially Mr. Berhalter is connected 
wit11 the Knights of Pythias. the Improved 
Order of Red Men, Modern Woodmen of 
America, Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. His social qualities and genuine 
personal worth have rendered him a favorite 
not only in fraternal circles but wherever he 
is known 

IVilliam C. Olmsted. the junior member 
of the firm of Eerhalter & Olmsted, under- 
takers of Danville, was born in Catiin. this 
county, on the 13th of October, 1861. and is 
a son of Albert G. and Elizabeth (Wright) 
Olmsted. T11e father is still living. but the 
mother passed away on the 26th of July, 
1901, at the age of sixty-nine years. The 

paternal ,orandfather was Stanley Olmsted, 
a native of Jamestown, New lTork, who re- 
moved 11-ith his family to Vermilion county, 
Illinois. in 1840. He \\-as a lumberman and 
he and his son, -1lbert. conducted a sa~mlill 
near Danville. The ,orandfather had also 
carried on business in the same line in James- 
to\vn. Sew .Cork. prior to his removal to the 
west. He died at the comparatively early 
age of thirty-nine years. The subject of this 
review was one of a family of eight children, 
five of ~vEom are yet living. namely: 4ViI1- 
iam C., Charles I<.. Mary, the wife of J. H. 
Palmer, George E. and -Albert C., all of 
\\-horn are residents of Danville. 

At the usual age Mr. Olmsted. of this re- 
view. entered the public schools where he 
continued his studies until about sisteen 
years of age. _ i t  that time he became a fac- 
tor in the business lvorld. by entering the 
employ of -1. C. Daniels, a nierchant with 
~11om he remained for sixteen years. This 
fact is certainly indicative of his capability, 
his fidelity. to duty. his close application and 
also of the confidence and trust reposed in 
him by his employers. - i t  length he sa-ered 
his colinection with that ho~tse and entered 
into partnership with -Albert ,A. Berhalter in 
the undertaking business in Danville. For 
nine years they have conducted the establish- 
ment vhich \\-as foundecl thirty-four years 
ago and they have kept it up to a high stand- 
ard. making it not only one of the leading 
enterprises of the kind in this city. but also 
of the state because of its especially good 
equipment, bec~use of the fine line of under- 
taking goods \\-hich they carry and by reason 
of the \\-ell arranged suite of rooms which 
they have. enabling their patrons who so de- 
sire to hold funeral services here with all the 
privacy and seclusion of a home. Their 
salesrooms are situated on the second floor 
and contain a fine line of undertaking goods- 
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As funeral directors the firm have pined a 
wide reputation by reason of their careful 

- management. 
On the 28th of January, 1886, Mr. Olm- 

sted was united- in marriage to Miss Eva E. 
Beck, and they now have two daughters- 
Lola and Helen. The family is one well 
known in Dai~ville and the hospitality of 
their home is enjoyed by their many friends. 
Mr. Olmsted is identified with a number of 
fraternal organizations. H e  belongs to the 
Benevolent Protective Order of Elks, Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, the Masonic 
fraternity, the Knights of Pythias, the Royal 
Arcanurn, the Tribe of Ben Hur and the 
Modern Woodmen. 

?VILLlXht CLARK hkREYNOLDS. 

IVilliam Clark &fcReynolds has won the 
gratitude and honor of his fellow citizens 
by his loyalty to his country under a11 condi- 
tions. As long as patriotism is an element 
of American ~itizenship,~as long as the sons 
of the new world have love for. their coun- 
try, so Icng will the history of her soldiers 
be a matter of interest to the public. They 
are held in grateful remembrance by the 
people of their generation and their names 
lvill be honored through many ages by pos- 
terity. Among those who fought under the 
starry banner of the nation, both in the 
Mexican Gar and the war of the Rebellion 
was numbered IVilliam Clark McReynolds. 

He was born near Paris, Edgar county, 
Illinois, September IG, 182 j, and was a son 
of the Rev. John McReynolds, a Methodist 
minister, whose birth occurred in Kentucky 
and who came to Illinois at  an early date.. 
In the family were three sons and three 
daughters, the only surviving member, how- 
ever, being Richard W. McReynolds, a resi- 

dent of Covington, Kentucky, who is in the 
en~ploy of the government as a gauger in a 
distillery. 

Xr.  llcReynolds of this review acquired 
his early education in the schools near his 
boyhood home, and on attaining his ma- 
jority he went to Paris and enlisted in the 
Mexican war ss  a volunteer in the United 
States army under the command of General 
Shields and Captain McConkey. He  spent 
his twenty-first birthday in this service, be- 
longing to Company H of the First Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry, of which he was made 
first lieutenant. Later he resigned on ac- 
count of his father's death and returned 
home to take care of the family. When the 
country became involved in civil war, 
he once more entered the service and was 
instrumental in organizing the Fifty-second 
Indiana Volunteer Regiment, of which he 
became colonel. There was an urgent need 
for troops in Kentucky and as the regiment 
had not its full quota it was consolidated 
with another command, consequently Mr. 
McReynolds accepted the commission of lieu- 
tenant colonel. He  accompanied the regi- 
ment to the front but eventually resigned 
his conlmission and returned to his home in 
Rushville, Indiana, taking his old position 
as cashier in the bank. 

During- early manhood hf r. McReynolcis 
was engaged in merchandising at Paris, 11- 
linois, and was also in business with Jacob 
D. Early at  Terre Haute, Indiana, for some 
years. Friends of his who were interested 
in establishing a bank at  Rushville, Indiana, 
persuaded Mr. McReynolds to accept the po- 
sition of cashier, with George Hibben as 
president, and he was afterward highly 
complimented by Hon. Hugh McCullock; 
then president of all the banks of the state, 
for the condition of the one under his es- 
pecial charge. 
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